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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY

It’s a new year and time for the first meeting of the NERG.

No guest speaker this month however there is likely to be a
lot of discussion about the devestating bushfires in our
region.

There are quite a few annual events occuring early in the new
year, including the John Moyle Field Day contest and some
hamfests to visit. Greg has already run some foundation
assesments and has more lined up. Register your interest
with the NERG if you are interested in going for the
foundation, standard, or advanced assesment sessions.

73, Mark Harrison,
VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor

FUTURE MEETINGS

NERG will hold next month’s regular meeting on

, starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill
Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill,
Melways 21 C3.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...

The last meeting was actually the NERG end of year BBQ at
the QTH of Greg VK3 VT and Denise. As usual the BBQ
was well catered for and the weather was clear, even if a little
cool. It was good to see many members with their partners.

Discussions range far and wide and a good time was had by
all. Many thanks to Greg and Denise for their hospitality.

MURRAY MARATHON FINDS
NEW SPONSOR
After 40 years of hosting the Murray River Canoe Marathon,

the Red Cross has run its last race. Fortunately the YMCA
will take over the running of future marathons.

Continuing this world famous event is great news not only for
the competitors but also for the radio amateurs that provide a
lot of the communications infrastructure. It’s a challenging
and enjoyable event for those looking for some portable
emergency communications practice and has been a key
event in the WICEN training calendar for many decades.

THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP

The Gainfully Unemployed Group kicks off 2009 with it’s
meeting at the QTH of Jan and Ernie VK3FM/VK3CEW on
Tuesday the 24th February at around 10am onwards. We
look forward to catching up again with all those who can
make it.

Please let Ernie know if you plan to be there by email to
vk3fm@ wallsy.com.au

Cheers, Jim, VK3KE

Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz for the
gainfully unemployed and their latest rare DX spots.
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JOHN MOYLE FIELD DAY
14-15 MARCH 2009

The field day is not far off (and it’s a week earlier than the
nominated third full weekend of March!)

The NERG is likely to set up a field day station on the
northern end of Mt Macedon. Plans for this event will be
discussed at the next NERG meeting.

VK3RMH STATUS

The VK3RMH beacon returned to air on 14 December with
shorter ID messages and shorter gaps between messages.
This should make it easier to find the beacon as you tune
across the 6m beacon band. Keep an ear out for VK3RMH
on 50.2950 MHz!

The two CW ID messages have been shortened and have a
period of 35 seconds per message with a complete cycle time
of 70 seconds.

The messages are:

VK3RMH MELB QF220H (followed by 5 seconds of
carrier), then VK3RMH WWW.NERG.ASN.AU (followed
by another 5 seconds of carrier).

The longest silent period between messages is 6 seconds.
Output power remains unchanged at 10 Watts into a

horizontal omni-directional antenna on the north side of the
tower.

Signal reports to vk3rmh@ nerg.asn.au are always
appreciated.

YARRA VALLEY HAMFEST

[Please note: At the time of writing the Healesville region is
under ongoing bushfire threat. It’s not at all certain if the
Hamfest will go ahead so please check closer to the event.
NERG wishes all the YVARG members the very best during
this disaster.]

The Yarra Valley ARG WHITE ELEPHANT SALE has pre-
loved Ham & Electronic Equipment on offer on the 15th Feb.
2009, at the Healesville Memorial Hall, Maroondah Hwy,
Healesville.

$5 entry, free tea & coffee, Refreshments Available.

Call in on VK3RYV 146.725MHz repeater. For further
information call Gavin VK3GH or Steve VK3TSR or see the
web site at:

http://www.yarravalley.ar.org.au/




AMATEURS PROVIDE BUSHFIRE
COMMUNICATIONS
The following item was published before the devastating fires of

Saturday 7 February. The dedicated team at RECOM has been
activated again and are still out in the field as we go to press.

The Red Cross communications arm RECOM, run by radio
amateurs, provided vital support earlier this month as bushfires
sprung up in the Gippsland region of eastern Victoria.

Two RECOM units were activated on Thursday 29 January to
provide communications at the Mirboo North and Churchill relief
centres as hundreds of people were forced by the fires to leave their
homes or unable to reach them.

More than 600 evacuees or displaced people have been registered by
the RECOM units with that information being transmitted by
digitally encrypted HF radio back to the Red Cross State Inquiry
Centre in Melbourne.

The National Registration and Inquiry System operated by the Red
Cross provides the relatives and friends of the evacuees a single
contact point for information on their whereabouts.

RECOM has advised Amateur Radio Victoria that its members
involved are Bruce VK3BNK, Graeme VK3BXG, Peter VK3AUO,
Donald VK3BPD, John VK3BQS, Warren VK3XSW, Graham
VK3GBJ and John VK3ATQ.

After a once-in-a-century record three days heat-wave with
temperatures topping 43 degrees Celsius (109 Fahrenheit) power
distributions systems failed across Victoria.

While fires occurred in several parts of Victoria, the worst were in
the Gippsland region where they burnt at least 28 homes and
employed about 700 fire fighters in the field.

Drinking water supplies for affected towns have been compromised
with fire debris adding to the difficulties being experienced.

RECOM operations lasted for several days. It was established
around 1999 and provides communications support for the Victorian
Red Cross emergency service.

It is highly trained and fully equipped with independent power and
secure communications to service the needs of the Red Cross
anywhere in Australia.

Adapted from Amateur Radio Victoria News

BUSHFIRE KIT

Many NERGs live on the edge suburbia and forget that we may only
be a few kilometres away for the bush and potential bushfires. How
many of us are prepared for a bushfire heading our way?

Here is some useful advice from the ABC radio web site on what to
keep handy. The list applies to many other natural disasters too,
including widespread failure of the power and communications
systems:

# Ideally, prepare your kit with all the following items, or at least
make a list so you will know where to find them quickly.

# Battery-operated radio (with spare batteries).

# Torch (with spare batteries), candles and waterproof matches.

# Strong shoes, leather gloves, hat, goggles and overalls.

# First aid kit and manual, and combination pocket knife.

# Medications, toiletry and sanitary supplies and a change of clothes.
# Special needs for infants, the aged and people with disabilities.

# Water in sealed containers - ten litres per person (for three days).
# Three days supply of canned food (plus can opener and utensils).
# Pet food, water and other animal needs.

# Portable stove with fuel.

# Tent or tarpaulin, and blankets (woollen and thermal).

# Money, including change for phone calls.

# Strong plastic bags (for clothing, valuables, documents, and
photographs).

P.S. If you are an amateur, keep a couple of amateur or CB
handhelds on charge plus spare alkaline battery packs if possible,
and car charger leads. They could be invaluable if several family
members are trying to put out spot fires around the home, and to
link up later if you are separated. [Ed.]
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RECEIVERS USE DISPLAY TUBES
AS TRIODE VALVES

An interesting article on "A VFD Receiver" appeared recently
on the eHam.net web site. It discusses the interesting
approach of using Vacuum Fluorescent Display tubes as a
conventional RF and audio valves in a regenerative receiver.
A bit "retro" I suppose for most NERGs but probably of
interest to certain vacuum tube enthusiasts. A common
comment on these projects is "you have way too much time
on your hands". I guess some people just cannot let go of
vacuum tube technology, a bit like steam train enthusiasts -
maybe. On the other hand, using tubes instead of semi-
conductors is not such a bad idea if you want to survive the
next EMP event or a super solar storm. The VFD is also one
of the few vacuum tube components you can still buy at most
electronic component retailers.

Des, MOAYF wrote the article and has more on his web site
at: http://Iwww.qgrss.thersgb.net/VFD-Regen.html

Close-up of one of Des’s home brew VFD radios. You can
clearly see that the tubes are working!

The idea is simple — a VFD consists of a directly heated
cathode, a grid, and several anodes (coated with phosphor).
In effect they form several triode valves in the one glass
envelope, all with a common cathode and common grid.
Des has successfully built receivers and transmitters for the
40 metre band using display tubes from old calculators and
VCRs. He notes that second hand displays should be tested
to make sure they are still clear and bright — an indication
they will still have good gain!

A typical VFD as used in a VCR (Photo: Atlant, Wikipedia)

- Thanks to Peter VK3DU for spotting this item on eHam.



RESISTOR DITTIES

Many rhymes have been written to help remember the resistor
colour code. One such ditty is:

Black Berries Run Over Your Garden But Violets Grow Wild

This decodes to:

Mnemonic Colour Value

Black Black 0
Berries Brown 1
Run Red 2
Over Orange 3
Your Yellow 4
Garden Green 5
But Blue 6
Violets Violet 7
Grow Grey 8
Wild White 9

This ditty isn’t perfect - you need to remember the difference
between Garden & Grow (Green & Grey), and Berries & But
(Brown & Blue). There are many other ditties but not many
of them can be repeated here!

EMDRC WHITE ELEPHANT - 22 MARCH

, 10am-4pm. held at the Great Ryrie School Great Ryrie
Street, Heathmont.

DIGITAL ATV VIA VK3RTV DELAYED

The Digital Television project for VK3RTV has been delayed. The
manufacturers of the digital encoder/modulator boards are currently
out of stock. The modules are expected to arrive around April. The
rest of the project is proceeding as planned, so it shouldn’t take long
to get on air once the modules arrive.

NOT ALL U.S. AMATEURS BENEFIT WITH
CLOSURE OF ANALOG TV CHANNEL 2

It was previously reported that all US channel 2 TV
transmitters would close forever when the United States
switches over to digital TV on February 17, 2009.
Unfortunately for some US amateurs this is not quite the case.
While the original intention was to close all transmitters on
channels 2 to 6, some broadcasters successfully lobbied the
government to move some digital stations back down to the
low VHF channels.

This means that some amateurs operating on 6 metres may
still suffer interference from TV transmitters on channel 2
(54-60MHz) and may still cause TVI. The level of
interference won’t be known until the switchover as there
aren’t many digital transmitters on the lower channels.

MORSE KEY DRIVES COMPUTER

At first glance using a Morse key instead of a QWERTY
keyboard to drive a personal computer sounds like a crazy
idea. However the idea has some merit. The key could be a
useful input device for very small computers where even a
numeric keypad is too large (those SMS-style inputs are just
too confusing for some of us older folk!).

Another important application allows disabled people to use
Morse code to control assistive computers. A research paper
was submitted recently to a biomedical engineering
conference with just this idea. Liang, Wu and Luo describe
the use of a suck/blow switch by paraplegics to control
computers with Morse code. They proposed a small single
chip microprocessor and software algorithms that could
decode the switch and feed text into a standard PC USB port.
Often paraplegics lack fine timing skills so fuzzy logic is
employed to understand the dits and dahs. Samuel Morse
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would be proud that his code may live on into the next
century!

CHANGES TO AMATEUR EXAM FEES

The WIA has announced new fees for amateur licence assessments
and exams. Contact our assessors for the latest changes.

2008 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS

H = Hamfest, A = ARDF/RadiO/Foxhunt, C = Contest,
M= Meeting, S = Special event, G = General, W = WICEN

! = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt.

"'" = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at
an orienteering event. # "' = Bush orienteering event. Check the
ARDF web site for updates and further details at: www.ardf.org.au

www.wia.org.au/members/contests/vhfuhf

$
H Feb$8 Wyong Field Day on the Central Coast, NSW
M Feb 12 NERG meeting
C Feb 14 Asia-Pacific Sprint 11-13UTC / 20m & 40m / CW
H Feb 15 Healesville White Elephant Sale 10am-2pm at the

Memorial Hall in the centre of Healesville.
(may be cancelled due to recent bushfires in
region?)

Feb21-22  ARRL International DX contest — CW **

C Mar 7-8 ARRL International DX contest — Phone

M Feb 12 NERG meeting

C Mar 14-15  John Moyle Field Day, 0100UTC to 0059UTC

C Mar 14-15 RSGB 71* Commonwealth Contest — CW.
Promoting contacts between Commonwealth and
mandated territories. 10-10UTC, 80/40/20/15/10m

H Mar 22 EMDRC Annual White Elephant Sale, 10am-4pm,

Great Ryrie School, Great Ryrie Street,
Heathmont.

C Mar23-Apr3  VK9LA DXPedition Lord Howe Island
Oceania Amateur Radio DX Group activate Lord
Howe Island with a multi-national team of 16
operators with seven stations on two separate sites
on all bands 160m—6m on SSB, CW and RTTY
including the CQ WPX SSB.
http://www.odxg.org/vk9la.htm

C Mar28-29 WPX SSB contest (Worked All Prefixes)
WWW.CqWpPX.com

M Apr9 NERG Meeting

C May9 VK/trans-Tasman Contest — 80m Phone,
0800-1400UTC
http://home.iprimus.com.au/vktasman

M May 8 NERG meeting

S May 17 World Telecommunications Day. Callsign prefix
AX may be used in lieu of VK.

C May30-31 WPX CW contest (Worked All Prefixes)
WWW.cqWpX.com

C June Winter VHF-UHF Field Day,
actual date to be announced. www.wia.org.au

C June 6-7 Worked All VK Shires, 0600-0600UTC
SSB/CW 80/40/20/15/10m

C June 13 VK/trans-Tasman Contest — 160m Phone
0800-1400UTC
http://home.iprimus.com.au/vktasman

%

C July Jack Files Contest - 80 Metre CW/SSB

actual date to be announced. www.wia.org.au

S July 11-12  GippsTech 2009 - Eastern Zone ARC Inc
Annual GippsTech technical conference - VHF,
UHF & microwave focus. See www.vk3bez.org

C July11-12 ARRL HF World Championships *



C July25-26 IOTA (Islands On The Air), 1200-1200UTC, S Oct17-18  Jamboree On The Air (JOTA)
CW/SSB, 80/40/20/15/10m () "%
http://www.vhfcc.org/hfcc/iota.shtml C November Spring VHF-UHF Field Day,
& actual date to be announced. www.wia.org.au
C Aug15-16 Remembrance Day Contest, 0800 UTC 15 Aug to C Nov 7-8 ARRL Sweepstakes — CW **
S Aue 1516 ?759 UTCITTAhuiu st 2/039 htshio Weekend. S C Nov21-22 ARRL Sweepstakes - Phone
ug 15- nternational Lighthouse/ Lightship Weekend, See . .
details and entry forms at hitp:/illw.net ## for ARRL contest details http://www.arrl.org/contests/
C Aug29-30 29" ALARA contest
- NOTE: please confirm details closer to the posted dates!
$ UTC dates may be used for International events.
C Sep26-27 CQWW RTTY DX contest Dates gathered from WIA, AR Vic, ARRL, various clubs, VK Contest Club
October 2009 www.vkcc.com, and Banyule City calendars.

Freshest
Ingredients

Everyday

Margheritc Pizzes

" At the hewt of  your commenidy

()9434 4980

Home Delivery

Margherita proudly sponsors the delicious pizzas enjoyed at the NERG meeting nights
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The NERG Inc. RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to

encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio. It

tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in

the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby.

Membership Fees (due in August):
- *

*+ ) *
C - /8 0. - $ & .1 2.+33
Committee

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563
Secretary John Weir VK3XD 9431 0667
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253
Assistant Jim Baxter VK3KE

Committee  Betsy King VK3HBK

David Aston VK3UQ 0411-877-051

Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626
Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597
News/Repeaters

Mark Harrison VK3BYY 94353043

Meetings
Main Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (ex Dec & Jan)
Coffee Shop nights: 4™ Tuesday each month.
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection) Melway map ref 21-C3

Classes & Exams
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne)

Club call - VK3CNE http://www.nerg.asn.au/vk3cne

6m repeater VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHzin 53.550 MHz out

70cmrpt. VK3RMH FM  433.325 MHzin 438.325 MHz out
with 70cm IRLP node 6350, EchoLink node 140587

6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts H 50.2950 MHz

10m beacon VK3RMH CW 20 Watts V 28.2565 MHz

/ 4 15+ ¢~ ,,10 16. $

15+ (78 = ## 915+ (708 z

home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater:

2m VK3RSR FM  146.375MHzin  146.975 MHz out

NETS

NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 — 9.30 pm Thursdays).
Please join the discussions. Also used as a general Net frequency.

WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh

2 Occasionally

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:
editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY
ph: 9435-3043 hm
post: 266 Nell Street West, Watsonia, 3087

email Hews@nerg.asm.an

k.~ @7 Morth—EastRadio Group VK3CHE
Mg ./f NERG Incorporated 1985
&"% BOX 270 GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088

STAMP

Next Meeting: 7.45 pm Thursday 12" February 2009
First meeting for 2009

2009 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD TYPE)

NERG Tuesday group at the QTH of Jan and Ernie VK3FM/VK3CEW. Please RSVP.

Feb 12 NERG meeting — first for 2009!

Feb 15 Healesville White Elephant — see important note inside.
Feb 24

Feb 26 NERG coffee night meeting

Mar 12 NERG meeting — Subject to be determined

Mar 14-15 John Moyle Field Day, 0100UTC to 0059UTC.

Mar 22

Heathmont.

EMDRC Annual White Elephant Sale, 10am-4pm, Great Ryrie School, Great Ryrie Street,




