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Christmas comes early this year — in June to be exact!
NERG is holding its annual Winter Christmas Dinner on
Saturday night 28" June. The dinner is a very popular social
event for families and friends of the NERG, enjoying a
delectable meal cooked by President Greg and able helpers
Denise and Marg. See details later for getting tickets.

There is a Foundation Training and Assessment weekend on
14-15 June. Places are still available and exams for other
levels can also be held. Contact John Weir on 9431 0667

73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor

NEXT MEETING: The next monthly meeting is scheduled for
Thursday 0™ July 2008, starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill
Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3.
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Last month our NERG secretary John Weir VK3ZRYV stepped
in at the last moment with an interesting presentation on
Electrical Safety. John showed slides from the Foundation
training manuals (available from the WIA). Although aimed at
new amateurs, they are of equal value to experienced amateurs
in renewing their skills and keeping up with changes in
technology and regulations. Other Foundation training slides
will no doubt be put to good use at future NERG meetings.

Greg VK3VT played an amusing video about the Retro
Encabulator — more about that later...

Mark VK3BYY tested the knowledge of the audience by
playing some of the sounds frequently heard on the amateur
and commercial bands. Surprisingly several people recognised
the sound of Hellschriber transmissions!
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The gainfully unemployed group had its May meeting the
home of Gerhard and Barbara. Barbara had prepared her usual
wonderful spread and left it in the very capable hands of
Gerhard to serve. The tasty cold meats and cheeses were
followed by a hot vegetable soup. Then came out an extremely
delicious cake which | think had cinnamon and chocolate in it;
not long after it was served there was only one piece left. |
think that says it all. Those present were Dave VK3JMB,
Ernie VK3FM, Steve VK3JSE, lan VK3XI1J, Greg VK3VT/
VK3GG and Myself, VK3KE. We thank Gerhard and Barbara
very much for hosting the group once again.

The June meeting will be Tuesday the 24th June around
10.00am onwards at the home of Ernie VK3FM/VK3CEW and
Jan. We look forward to seeing the regulars plus those that
have been missing for awhile. Please advise Ernie if you plan
on attending. Cheers, Jim, VK3KE

Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz for the
gainfully unemployed during the day and for the latest rare DX spots.
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NERG DINNER

6.30pm Saturday Evening,
28™ June at the Briar Hill Hall

$ & & 7 :
Thursday 26" June 2008
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The Foundation weekend provides training on practical, theory and

regulations aspects of gaining an Amateur Foundation License.
Training is followed by assessments in each of those areas.

The next Foundation weekend is being held this Saturday 14th &
Sunday 15th June at the Briar Hill Community Hall.

Book with John VK3ZRV on 9431 0667.

The Thursday night NERG NET on 146.575MHz FM
continues to be well attended with some new callsigns joining
in recently. VK3XD confused our Net Controller no end until
he realized it was John VK3ZRV with a new callsign.

The Net runs on all Thursdays nights except meeting nights.
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Now that the 80m VK/TransTasman contests are over, it will
soon be time for the 160m events.

Full rules at:

home. iprimus.com.au/vktasman
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The next coffee shop night will be held at the NERG hall at
8pm on the Fourth Thursday June26th 2008.

Drop in and see what we are up to. Enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee while joining the wide ranging discussions, or perhaps
get some advice on your current projects.
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The EMDRC invites NERG’s to
join in their latest club project to

e (ORISR

Masts. ':-'e'ﬂ' o

This project has been so popular
that the EMDRC it taking orders for

a second batch!

To ORDER
Since announcing the project, the 2 %ﬁﬂ,’;{w
metre Boom has been upgraded to e T
19mm dia. with a sturdy 3mm wall ﬁljgﬂ'ﬁiﬁj
thickness. '_I'h_e few o_rders already Tt ALt
taken for this item will be upgraded
at no charge. -y
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The mast uses the well tested Roger MEETINGS AND
Baker VK3BKR design, 6-metres
high in 3 sections. The masts
consist of 40mm, 44mm & 48mm

hard drawn aluminium tube.

The masting will cost about $45.00,
with optional accessories (antenna
mounts, etc) adding another $45.00
or so. The clamps and mounts
shown in the photos may be
purchased individually.

A 9-meter mast is a little more
unwieldy for erection and costs $70.

Telescoping aluminium tubing is i e — —
normally very difficult to obtain. =

This is a rare opportunity to get it at
an affordable price.

A 6-METRE MAST $4|5
NERG’s can register their interest in

this project with David VK3THY
(Mobile: 0411-877-051) or

email to contact@ nerg.asn.au Ei'm
5140)

meal on Friday evening.

[ Ed: I don’t know if it’s the isolation of Gippsland or the ready
availability of cheap electricity but there seems to be a higher than
usual concentration of microwave and optical experimenters trying to

> h set distance records in this region. There are always favourable
premier 2 day GippsTech conference on the 5/6 July weekend reports about the conference being well run and having interesting
attracting VHF, UHF & SHF enthusiasts from around Australia. speakers.]

Various technical and practical presentations are given by fellow Proceedings of past Conferences from 2000, 01, 02, 03, 04, 05 are
amateurs covering wide ranging topics over the two days and after the available until sold out e
first day's presentation a get together for dinner is organised for all . ' . . .

For further details on attending GippsTech or purchasing the

interested to catch up, discuss the day's topics and have a good in . 2o
general chin wag. Topics often include homebrew construction, Proc_eedm_glgs, cqlntact Peter Freeman VK3KAI on vk3kai@wia.org.au
or via snail mail:

circuit designs, propagation, aircraft and meteor scatter, field day

This year the Eastern Zone club celebrates 70 years of Amateur Radio
in Gippsland & Latrobe Valley.

Gippsland’s Eastern Zone Amateur Radio Club is running their

hints, antenna design and construction, EME and detecting signals Eastern Zone Amateur Radio Club Inc.
from the NASA rover on Mars, Software Defined Radio, amateur PO Box 459 _

applications for microprocessors, and so on. Moe, Vic, 3825, Australia.

Conference registration includes barbecue lunches for Saturday and See also the === 2@ A web site.

Sunday, an optional conference dinner Saturday night and a social
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6.30pm Saturday 28" June is a date to put in your calendar!
If last year’s dinner is anything to go by then all NERGs,
families and friends will have a great time
and be very well fed.

Roast Turkey, Lamb, Ham, and Vegies are on the menu, along
with the famous 3VT Christmas Pudding or fruit and ice-cream
for desert. BYO drinks.

Tickets are only $25/head. Kids half price.
Book early with Greg Williams VK3VT on 9432 0563
Greg or you may go hungry!
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President Greg showed a video on the Rockwell Automation’s
Retro-Encabulator at our last NERG meeting.

This device is indeed impressive, using termic pipes and differential
girdle springs to ... well ... I don't quite know what they do, but I’'m
sure | need one!

According to the Wikipedia entry, the Chrysler Corporation was
purported to have manufactured a similarly device named Turbo
Encabulator back in 1988. A data sheet for the Turbo version was
published in General Electric's 1962-1963 product catalogue, with GE
management only learning of its existence after receiving several
inquiries about the product!

[J/
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Turboencabulator

1o 2904401)
Fig. 1. Turbaenc<sbulator

Actually the script for the video promo bears great similarity to a
paper written by J.H. Quick for The Institute of Electrical Engineers in
its Students Quarterly Journal 25 back in 1955. But that paper sounds
much like the mythical "turbo-encabulator” described by Bernard
Salwen, a New York lawyer, in a short article published in Time
magazine on April 15, 1946. That article resulted in “sack fulls of
mail” from people suggesting that TIME had been taken in by
communist propaganda, or that perhaps the science editor's dictionary
had been struck by lightning. Engineers and scientists inspired by the
Time article sent in any number of blueprints and plans for their own
inventions.

There is yet another rumour that the J.H. Quick paper may have
appeared even earlier in 1944, so NERG NEWS can't comment on the
validity of any of this history. Regardless, the video is rather amusing
and we are quite impressed that the presenter not only remembered the
script, but also presented it with such a straight face.

If you are still wondering what on earth I'm on about, just search for
‘Retroencabulator' on your favourite video web site and I'm sure you'll
be able to see what we're talking about. For further study, look up
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turboencabulator
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Runs 0200 UTC Sat 21 June to 0200 UTC Sun 22 June
(2 hours later in VKB6).

The first Summer VHF-UHF Field Day was held in 1989, and then in
1998 it was joined by the Spring VHF-UHF Field Day. These events
have become more popular each year, and activity has doubled over
the last few years. Now these two Field Days will be joined by a third
event - the first Winter VHF-UHF Field Day.

Operation in the Field Day can be for 24 hours or 8 hours, and there
are sections for single operator and multi-operator stations. And if
you don't feel like heading for the hills at this time of year, there is
also a home station section.

The very simple rules are the same as previous events but have been
rewritten for the sake of clarify, so why not give it a go? The rules
can be found in the June issue of "Amateur Radio" magazine. They
also appear in the Contests section of the WIA web site together with
scoring sheets and other information. And those dates again? June 21
and 22. Mark your calendar now!

From WIA website, John Martin - VK3KM
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No, it’s not a new form of wireless networking or a Low-Fi version of
HiFi! LiFi is the trade name of a new light globe from Lumix that
very efficiently produces white light from a gas plasma. Competitor

Ceravision uses a very similar technology to LiFi but have managed to
eliminate all mercury from their globe.

The actual globe at the centre of the lamp is very small, about the size
of a 5mm fish-oil capsule and can produce the equivalent light output
of a typical tungsten globe eight times the size. The bulb contains a
noble gas which is excited by an external RF field, leading to
vaporization and ionization of metal halide salts. The ionised salts
then produce an intense white light.

A frequency of between 256 KHz and 4 GHz excites the plasma.
Commercial devices will probably use frequencies between 400MHz
and 4 GHz. At these frequencies a dielectric ‘puck’ acts as a
waveguide to channel RF energy into globe without needing any
direct connections. Ceravision uses 2.4GHz in their Continuum 2.4
electrodeless lamps (hopefully it’s not too close to either the amateur
band or the wireless network end of 2.4 GHz!).

Currently these globes are 10 times more efficient than regular
incandescents, and about twice the efficiency of white LED and
compact fluorescent lamps.

An initial application for LIFI lamps is in video projectors where its
high cost is offset by its long life (five times that of existing projection
lamps). Other advantages include a whiter spectra and a much faster
turn on time (only 8 seconds) compared to the mercury discharge
lamps commonly found in video projectors.

1) Amplifier feedback drcuit establishes electric field

2) Field ionizes gas and creates plasma = Purple glow emission

3] Plasma vaporizes the salts =» Blue ||ght emission

4) Salts join the plasma = Powerful white light emission
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http://www.lifi.com/pdfs/ArticleSID2007LUXIM-8Mar07.pdf

http://www.treehugger.com/files/2008/04/luxim-plasma-lifi-
light-bulb-led-cfl.php
http://www.ceravision.com/
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The NERG Dinner takes place at the Briar Hill Community Hall at 6.30pm on Saturday evening, 28th June.
Call Greg VK3VT for tickets ($25/head) or to offer a hand in organising catering and hall decorating (ph 9432 0563).
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WIA technical advisor John Martin has updated the Repeater
Directory on the WIA web site.

Changes include a new 2M & 70CM repeater listed at Portland, and a
70cm repeater at Bellingen-Nambucca:

Output Input  Call Site S.Area  ERP HASL
146.825 146.225 VK3RPL Portland Portland 200 100
438.500 433.500 VK3RPL Portland Portland 200 100

438.125 433.125 VK2RMG Bellingen-Nambucca 150 850
Also, the VK3RBO ATV repeater back on air:
2415.0 1250.0 VK3RBO Specimen Hill Bendigo

Other new entries or changes include repeaters:

VK2ROO0, VK2RGN, VK2RTD, VK2RMG, VK2RMA,
VK2RAG D-Star, VK4RGC D-Star, VK4RBT, VK4RGY,
VK4RCC, VK4RBX.
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The Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club has begun
preparations for their annual Hamfest. This year the event will
be held on Saturday 19th of July, 10am-3pm at the usual
venue; the Cranbourne Public Hall, near cnr Clarendon St &
High St (South Gippsland Highway) Cranbourne 133 K4.

As has been in the past, the Club intends to turn on its usual
charm and organisational skill to produce one of the "must
attend" Hamfests of the year.

New & Used Electrical, Electronic, and Amateur Radio
Equipment. Free Tea+Coffee, hot&cold food, Door Prizes.

$6 entry.

#I#S H* $&
H = Hamfest, A = ARDF/RadiO/Foxhunt, C = Contest,
M= Meeting, S = Special event, G = General, W = WICEN

FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt.

RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an
orienteering event. BushO = Bush orienteering event. Check the
ARDF web site for updates and further details at: www.ardf.org.au

June 2008

C Jun? QRP Sprint, CW

H Jun7-8 SERG Convention/Hamfest, Mt. Gambier
serg.mountgambier.org

A Jun7-8 Australian Foxhunt Championships, held at
SERG convention, Mt. Gambier.

G Jun9 Queens Birthday Holiday

M Jun 12 NERG monthly meeting

F Jun 14-15 Foundation Licence Weekend — Training

and assessment weekend at the NERG.

C Jun14-15 ANARTS WW RTTY contest (Australian
National Amateur Radio Teleprinter Society)
0000 Sat - 2400 UTC Sun. 80/40/20/15/10m,
All digital text modes except CW.
www.anarts.com.au

A Jun 15 RadiO ARDF/FoxOr event, Braeside Park
A Jun20 Friday Night Foxhunt, Melbourne suburbs.
M Jun 24 Gainfully Unemployed Group, 10am at

Ernie’s QTH. RSVP.
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M Jun 26
S Jun 28

NERG Coffee Night, 7.30pm at the hall.

NERG Winter Dinner (Christmas in June)
Saturday Night at the Briar Hill Hall.

G Jun28-Jul 13 School Holidays

A Jun 29 RadiO FoxOr event, Birrurung Park

July 2008

M Jul 10 NERG monthly meeting

C Jul14 Jack Files Contest, Phone & CW
0800 — 1400 UTC, 80 metres, open to all VK
amateurs, all modes, single and multi-op,
www.wia.org.au/members/contests/jackfiles

C Juls VK/ trans-Tasman Contest - 160m Phone
www.wia.org.au/members/contests/transtasman

A Jul 18 Friday Night Foxhunt, Melbourne suburbs.

H Jul 19 Gippsland Gates Annual Hamfest 08,

10am-3pm, Cranbourne Public Hall

C Jul19 VK/ trans-Tasman Contest - 160m CW

A Jul 20 Victorian ARDF Champs at Kurucaruc Creek,
in conjunction with Ballarat series Orienteering

C Jul 26-27 Islands On The Air (IOTA) contest,
www.contesting.co.uk/hfcc/iota.shtml

August 2008

CAug1l QRP Day contest, CW/SSB/FM, HF/VHF

M Aug 16-17 International Lighthouse and Lightship
weekend, illw.net

C Aug 16-17 Remembrance Day Contest, HF or VHF+,
Phone,CW,Open or Receive Only,
0800 UTC Sat to 0759 UTC Sun.
www.wia.org.au/members/contests/rdcontest

September 2008
A Sep1-7 14" World ARDF Championships, Korea
G Sep7 Fathers Day (request more radios!)

G Sep20-0Oct5 Victorian School Holidays

C Sep26-27 CQWW RTTY DX contest (international)
www.cq-amateur-radio.com

October 2008
G Oct5
C Oct--

Daylight Savings starts (subject to change)

Oceania DX contest (formerly VK/ZL contest)
24hr, Single/Multi/ReceiveOnly,...

Phone & CW weekend dates to be announced.
WIA/NZART www.oceaniadxcontest.com

M Oct 18-19 51st Jamboree On The Air (JOTA)

W Oct 18-19 Rally of Melbourne car rally, Yarra Glen to
Marysville, WICEN providing
communications.

BARG Hamvention at the Ballarat Exhibition
Centre at The Great Southern Woolshed, on the
Western Freeway Ballarat, Doors open 10am.
Further information: vk3bml@barg.org.au

C Oct 25-26 CQ-World-Wide DX / SSB (international)
WWW.cg-amateur-radio.com

H Oct 26
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November 2008 C Dec 26 Ross Hull Memorial VHF-UHF contest starts
G Nov4 Melbourne Cup holiday (metro only) (runs for 3 weeks).

A Nov 15 Night ARDF event at Smiths Reef + Bush-O www.wia.org.au/members/contests/rosshull

C Nov15-16 Spring VHF-UHF Field Day, 24 hr (WIA) January 2009 _
0100 UTC Sat to 0100 UTC Sun. C Jan-- Summer VHF-UHF Field Day, (WIA), 0100
6hr/24hr, Single/Multi/Home UTC Sat to 0100 UTC Sun. on either second or
www.wia.org.au/members/contests/vhfuhf third weekend, yet to be announced.

G Nov 22 Banyule’s Manna Gum Festival www.wia.org.au/members/contests/vhfuhf

Greensborough UTC dates may be used for ntsrmatondl ovente

C Nov24-25 CQWW DX /CW co_ntest (imemational) Dates gathered from WIA, AR Vic, ARRL, various clubs, VK Contest
www.cg-amateur-radio.com Club www.vkcc.com, and Banyule City calendars.

December 2008

G Dec 20 Summer School Holidays start
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The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio. It
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby.

Membership Fees (due in August):

Full: $30 Family: $40 Concession: $20
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088

Committee

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 94310667
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253
Committee  Betsy King VK3HBK
John Kent VK3BIZ
David Aston VK3THY  0411-877-051
Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626
Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597
Ernie Walls VK3FM
Repeaters Mark Harrison VK3BYY 94353043
Meetings

Main Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (ex Dec & Jan)
Coffee Shop nights: 4™ Tuesday each month.
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill

Classes & Exams
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne)

Club call - VK3CNE http://www.nerg.asn.au/vk3cne
6m repeater VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in  53.550 MHz out
70cmrpt.  VK3RMH FM  433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out
with 70cm IRLP node 6350, EchoLink node 140587
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts H 50.2950 MHz
10m beacon VK3RMH CW 20 Watts V 28.2565 MHz
Packet Radio VK3CNE 2m  144.700 MHz, 1200 bps
VK3CNE-1 for mail,BBS; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. Occasionally
home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater:
2m VK3RSR FM  146.375MHzin  146.975 MHz out

NETS
NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 — 9.30 pm Thursdays).
Please join the discussions. Also used as a general Net frequency.
WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh
NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:
editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY
ph: 9435-3043 hm
post: 266 Nell Street West, Watsonia, 3087

Hews@nerg.asm.an

(Near Sherbourne Road intersection) Melway map ref 21-C3 email:
A NERG STAMP
5»‘;.%‘:7 if”/ North—EastRadio Group VK3CHE
&Q % BOX 27'3E§§E'E§%'§%'St§3$38\f’lc 3088
NEXT MEETING:
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June 7-8 Mt Gambier Convention, SERG, Margaret Street Scout Hall, serg.mountgambier.org
June 7-8 Australian Foxhunt Championships, at Mt Gambier SERG Convention, open to all foxhunters.
/
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June 20 Friday Night Foxhunt, Melbourne suburbs.
. < F >7: F 8 N/ = 1$" < 1 ,)) &
0 « 7
L| * J= = K o @ < = 1 $
:F 3 ; 7=/.055)"A )
‘F/ D
B/ 3 ; 7=/7.055)"A),)
July 18 Friday Night Foxhunt, Melbourne suburbs.
July 19 GGREC Hamfest, Cranbourne Public Hall, 10am-3pm
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