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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER 
This month the NERG holds its end of year BBQ on meeting 
night (Thursday 13th Dec.).  Our host is Greg VK3VT and wife 
Denise at their home at 1 Noorabil Court, Greensborough. 
$7 per head covers BBQ, salads, and desert.  Bring your 
favourite drinks and a fold up chair if possible.  Leave a 
message with Greg on 9432 0563 if you are coming so he 
doesn’t run out of food, and to get directions. 
We will skip the January meetings due to renovation works at 
the Briar Hill hall, but will be back in full swing in February. 
On behalf of the NERG I wish everyone a safe and happy 
Christmas and look forward to seeing everyone in the New 
Year. 
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor 
NEXT MEETING:  The following regular meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday 14th February 2007, starting 7:45pm at 
the Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, 
Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3. 

THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP 
The November get together was held Tuesday, 27 November, 
at the home of Greg VK3VT.  Those present were Gerhard 
VK3EWM, Ian VK3XIJ, George VK3MKK, Ernie VK3FM, 
Dave VK3JMB, Steve VK3JSE, Jim VK3KE (although 
obviously not at fighting weight, visited only for an hour or so) 
and host Greg VK3VT. 
As is usual for these days, the table was excellent, with the 
home made pastie slice with home made tomato sauce the 
centrepiece.  As is common, discussion was of a varied and 
sometimes surprising nature, covering many topics, some of 
which even alluded to amateur radio.  During discussion of the 
coming federal election, it was unanimously agreed that ‘little 
Johnnie’ was in deep doo-doo. [Obviously this group knows 
what they are talking about! - Ed.] 
Thanks go to Greg for his hospitality, and we all look forward 
to the final get together of the year for all NERG members and 
their partners at the Christmas Party BBQ, at the home of Greg 
VK3VT and Denise, on Thursday, 13 December, from 6.30pm. 
BYO drinks, please. 
The first of the Gainfully Unemployed Groups meetings for 
2008 will be on Tuesday, 26 February, 2008, at 10am, at the 
QTH of Ernie VK3FM.  As is becoming usual for the February 
meeting, the big challenge is to actually remember the date, but 
for those who do, you are cordially invited. 
The GUG wishes all NERGs a very Merry Christmas and a safe 
and Happy New Year. 
Regards – Ernie Walls VK3FM,  vk3fm  wallsy. com. au 

Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz during the day 
for directions and for the latest rare DX spots. 
 

The NERG appeal 
NERG is seeking donations to establish an Amateur Radio 
Communications and Training centre.  The centre's aim is to provide 
courses that will provide complete training in Radio and Electronics 
to all interested people.  Age is no barrier; we train prospective 
Amateurs from school age through to folk in their 80's, with retirees 
often seeking involvement in a community based hobby.  Funds will 
be used to purchase teaching aids and radio equipment used in the 
classes. 
Banyule Gives is a service that manages the donation process for 
community groups in the Banyule Council region.  See more at: 
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg 
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DÈJÁ VU – THE NOVEMBER MEETING 
Last month the Great NERG Trivia Quiz was held with Greg 
VK3VT as host.  Memories were stretched with questions 
covering NERG history, radio theory, Foundation exam 
questions, a knowledge of front panels, and a photographic 
memory for NERG newsletter contents.  Prizes were many, and 
fattening!  Here are a few of the questions: 
No. Question Answer 

3 How many knobs on the front of an 
Atlas 210/215 limited edition radio? 

8 

4 How many knobs on an ICOM 
IC746PRO? 

10 

5 How long in feet is the typical 40M 
dipole? 

66 Feet 

6 How long is a 2M ¼ wave whip? 19 Inches 
7 What was Ewen’s first call sign? VK3ZDS 
8 Who in the club has blown up more 

radios than anyone else? 
Jim 

9 What year did the NERG start? 1983 
10 What year was the NERG incorporated? 1985 
11 Who sponsors the NERG? Margheritas 

Pizza 
12 Where was the first NERG meeting 

held? 
At Paul 
VK3DIPs home 

13 Where was the second meeting held? Monty 
Secondary 
school 

14 How many items are there for sale on 
NERG classifieds? 

3 

22 What frequencies are the VK3RMH 
beacons on? 

50.295MHz  
28.2565MHz 

23 On what bands does VK3RMH have 
repeaters? 

6 and 70 

26 What is the Echolink node number for 
VK3RMH 

140587 

27 What frequency does the VK3CNE DX 
spider node operate on? 

144.700MHz 

28 What to I connect to, to access the DX 
spider? 

VK3CNE-7 

29 How much is NERG membership? $30 per year 
30 Who was the guest speaker at the last 

NERG meeting? 
Drew VK3XU 

31 Who won the first “Worked George” 
certificate 

Betsy 

35 What year were the Region 3 ARDF 
Championships held in Ballarat? 

2003 

38 Where will the next gainfully 
unemployed group meeting be held? 

Greg’s 

39 Where will the Christmas BBQ be this 
year? 

Greg’s 

40 Where is the NERG packet system 
housed? 

Greg’s 

41 Who’s is the untidiest club member’s 
shack  

Greg’s 

42 Who is the best donation attracter in the 
NERG 

Don 

45 Who has the softest voice on the NERG 
Net? 

Don 

46 Who’s ordering the Pizza? Don 
51 Which club came 1st in the 2006 JMFD? NERG 
52 Which club came first in the JMFD for 

2005? 
NERG 

53 Which club came first in the JMFD for 
2004? 

Scouts VK3SAA 

56 How old was smiley ☺ in September? 25 
57 How heavy was Sputnik 1? 83.6 kg 

59 How high is a typical Nally tower? 14 meters 
60 How high is the planned broadcast 

tower in the city of Sumida in Japan 
2001 ft (613.5m) 

61 How many elements does a TH3 Beam 
have? 

3 

62 How many bands does a TH3 cover? 3 
63 What is a skeleton slot: 

Ans: c) A method of feeding 2 yagi antennas 
at once. 

See Ans. 

64 What is a bob tail curtain? 
Ans: Vertically polarised bi-directional 
antenna comprising 3 ¼ wave vertical 
elements connected by a one wavelength 
wire across the top 

See Ans. 

65 What bands are covered by an ICOM 
756 PRO III? 

HF & 6M 

67 What bands are covered by a Yaesu 
FT897 

HF, 6, 2, 70 

68 What bands are covered by a ICOM 
IC7000 

HF, 6, 2, 70 

69 How many unique visitors were there to 
the NERG web site in October? 

1034 

70 How many pages were viewed? 3580 
71 What was the total bandwidth used? 209.67 MBytes 
72 Apart from the home page which was 

the most viewed page? 
Fox Hunting 

74 How many knobs on a TenTec OrionII? 8 
75 How many knobs on a Yaesu FT2000? 16 

THE DX MARATHON COMPETITION 
For all of you DXers out there who are waiting for the next 
solar cycle to commence, here is a contest for you.  Rather than 
just sit around waiting for a new one to show up, have a go at 
this contest.  The aim is to see how many countries you can 
work in a calendar year.  You don’t need the QSL cards just a 
contact with the country.  The rules are fairly simple and can be 
found on the competition web site 
  http://www.dxmarathon.com 
A quick look around this site reveals that our own Ernie 
VK3FM was the top scorer from VK in 2006, has he or will he 
be entering in 2007? and what about some competition for 
2008? 
The NERG would like to pass on belated congratulations to 
Ernie for his 2006 success, working 166 countries and 38 CQ 
zones was an excellent effort in a low sunspot year! 

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ANNUAL 
WANSARC PICNIC DAY 

The Western And Northern Suburbs Amateur Radio Group has 
invited NERGs to join in the WANSARC Picnic Day on 
Sunday 20 Jan 2008.  EMDRC members are also invited. 
Start time will be around 10 AM, lunch from 12 onward. 
You can find Bundoora Park in the Melway Ref: Map 19, F4 
As you enter the park from Plenty Road, turn right into River 
Red Gum Avenue and follow it all the way until you come to 
the last rotunda on your left. (Melways 19 F2) 
146.450 MHZ FM will be monitored for further directions. 
BYO food and drinks for adults. 
Soft drinks will be provided for children. 
There is one BBQ with wood on site. We may need to use gas 
if there is a total fire ban day. It would be a good idea to bring 
an extra BBQ if you know there may be many attending. 
Regards,  Graeme McDiarmid, VK3NE 
President, WANSARC. 
Please email Graeme if you can attend:  committee nenk.net 
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FAMOUS TEST IMAGE REVEALED 

 
Lena Söderberg is famous in the digital signal and image 
processing field.  For decades scientists have been quantising, 
compressing, de-noising, and morphing Lena’s photograph. 
Many have wondered about the origin of this photo.  Obviously 
it was chosen for its many attributes that are important for 
testing image processing methods including areas of fine detail, 
flat areas, subtle skin tones and sharp edges.  For a long time 
the photo was simply known as “Lena” (or “Lenna”), and was 
used alongside other standard test images such at 
“Cameraman”, “Airfield”, and “Lighthouse”. 
Only recently has it been revealed that Lena is actually a 
carefully cropped image, mischievously scanned from a 
Playboy magazine by some students.  The origins of this image 
would no doubt have shocked some academics! 
The original photograph is of Swedish model Lena Söderberg, 
who posed naked for the November 1972 centrefold, and was 
taken by Dwight Hooker.  Playboy anglicised her name to 
Lenna. 
Interest in the photo resulted in Lena being a guest at the 50th 
annual Conference of the Society for Imaging Science and 
Technology in 1997 where she was busy signing autographs, 
posing for more pictures, and giving a presentation about 
herself.  Lena currently lives near Stockholm and works for the 
state liquor monopoly.  She is married and has 3 children. 

SO YOU THINK THEY 
SELL YOU ELECTRICITY? 

The greatest Electrical Pioneer of all was Thomas Edison, who 
was a brilliant inventor despite the fact that he had little formal 
education and lived in New Jersey.  Edison's first major 
invention was the phonograph in 1877, which could soon be 
found in thousands of homes, where it basically sat until 1923, 
when the record was invented.  But Edison's greatest 
accomplishment came in 1879 when he invented the electric 
company.  Edison's design was a brilliant adaptation of the 
simple electrical circuit: the electric company sends electricity 
through a wire to a customer, then immediately gets the 
electricity back through another wire, then (this is the brilliant 
part) they send it right back to the customer again. 
This means that an electric company can sell a customer the 
same batch of electricity thousands of times a day and never get 
caught, since very few customers take the trouble to examine 
their electricity carefully.  In fact, the last year any new 
electricity was generated was 1937; the electric companies have 
been merely re-selling it ever since, which is why they have so 
much time to apply for rate increases. 

(unknown author) 

COFFEE SHOP NIGHT 
Last coffee shop we took a look inside a bottom-end $39 digital TV 
set top box.  Not much in there really - just a small switched mode 
power supply, a digital TV tuner module, and a small video 
processing circuit board.  The IF signal from the tuner is decoded into 
a digital stream by one chip, and converted to standard PAL analog by 
a large multi-function chip (which also handles the digital sound 
decoding, on-screen display, front panel and remote controls).  A 
Flash memory for firmware storage, a dynamic RAM chip, and a 
stereo audio DAC are the only other significant components in there 
(see diagram).  It’s absolutely amazing just how much technology you 
can buy for such a low price these days! 
Mark VK3XXX demonstrated his D-Star handheld, explaining the 
practical differences and experiences operating analog and digital 
radios to the assembled group.  So far it’s not possible to say 
conclusively which one is better - sometimes digital will perform 
better than analog across a weak signal path, and other times analog 
will work better. 
The next coffee shop night will be held at the NERG hall at 
8pm on February 28th 2008. 
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WEB OF THE MONTH 

 
Radio and Engineering courses for everyone! 

http://ocw.mit.edu 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is one of the 
largest and most innovative universities in the US.  In recent 
years MIT has made a large proportion of its course materials 
available for free via the Internet under the Open Coarse Ware 
scheme (OCW).  You can now study over 1,800 university 
graduate level courses without so much as registering! 
As amateur radio enthusiasts you can extend your knowledge of 
computing, electronics, communications and electromagnetics 
from MIT’s world famous engineering school.  For example 
subject 6.661, titled “Receivers, Antennas, and Signals”, covers 
just about everything there is to know about communications 
systems and antenna theory.  This course includes a 
comprehensive 320 page downloadable textbook that takes you 
well beyond the level of the ARRL and RSGB handbooks. 
The idea of Open Coarse Ware is to make high level education 
available to everyone around the world.  OCW often includes 
lecture slide shows and videos, course notes, tutorial 
demonstrations, exercises, lab materials and sample exams.  All 
can be viewed online or downloaded for later study.   Materials 
are published under an open license that encourages reuse, 
redistribution and modification for non-commercial purposes. 
* NERG does not necessarily endorse or recommend web sites or 
software products mentioned in items in Web of the Month. 

NERG - A DECADE AGO 
Sometimes ten years seems such a long time ago, yet other 
times seem like yesterday.  See if you can remember what 
NERG was up to a decade ago… 
NERG was running its VK3RMH 6 metre and 70cm repeaters.  
An antenna had been erected for the 10 metre beacon and was 
waiting for a frequency allocation from the WIA. 
The NERG Net was held on 28.450 MHz on a Tuesday night 
(with some Morse Code practice I believe!). 
The local 146.675 MHz FM simplex net was used for general 
chatter, prior to that frequency being allocated to yet another 
2m repeater.  The net is now 100kHz lower at 146.575MHz. 
A few people had the newsletter delivered by email (as a 
MS-WORD file!), but NERG news was usually posted, and in a 
couple of cases even sent via FAX. 
Meetings were held at St. Helena Secondary College, in a 
portable science classroom.  We held a lot of Novice classes 
here too. 
Apparently we only had 12 financial members in September, 
and the newsletter threatened to fold unless lapsed members 
paid up quickly! (It was back up to 26 members by December). 
The newsletter heading posed the question “Who was Heath 
Robinson”. 
The replica Sputnik satellite had been heard by NERGs using 
nothing more than a 2m handheld. 
The St. Johns Ambulance Mobile Communications Control 
Centre bus visited us.  It was decided that it would make a great 
portable contest station vehicle but we couldn’t convince the St. 
Johns guys to part with it. 
The Scout’s electronics service group launched a balloon, with 
many NERG foxhunters in hot pursuit. 

We took a visit one night to VK3KDT’s workplace to see how 
chains are manufactured. 
The monthly quiz question was: What is the capacitance 
between the Earth and the Moon?  (The answer is: 147uF, and 
I still haven’t calculated the maximum working voltage! Ed.) 

NEW YAGICAD 
ANTENNA DESIGN PROGRAM 
ADDS GENETIC OPTIMISATION 

The new Yagicad version 5.2 is still free, and now features 
Genetic Optimisation!  Download it from the NERG software 
library at:  www.nerg.asn.au/software.htm 
Paul McMahon, VK3DIP, has been developing his Yagi 
antenna analysis and design program for several decades now.  
Each version puts the ever increasing power of the desktop PC 
to good use.  With version 5.2 it has become practical to do 
multi-frequency or “whole of band” optimisation of Yagi beam 
antennas.  This appears in the auto optimise menu as a new 
item called Overall Optimised Wideband Array under: 
  Menu -> Calculate -> Auto Optimise -> OWA Overall 
With this option it is possible to take a design, and using a 
genetic algorithm, "breed" a Yagi that is optimised for several 
factors across a range of frequencies.  
The genetic factors that can be varied include: 
• Measure of Fitness - in terms of  the relative merits of Gain, 

Front to Back ratio, 50 Ohm direct connect Return Loss, 
Side Lobe levels, etc. 

• World Size - Bigger is better but larger populations take 
much longer to calculate. 

• Breeding Size - How many of the population will breed. 
• Mutation Level - How often random mutations are 

introduced. 
• Mutation Variance - The size of mutations allowed. 
All of these factors can be set by editing the plain text file 
"Yagicad.gen" with any plain text editor like notepad.  Further 
details will be found in the Yagicad.gen file. 
Note:  While Yagicad will only directly show the best fitting 
Yagi, like all genetic programs what is produced is actually a 
number of optimised designs.  It is often a good idea to have a 
look at these other designs as they may be worth investigating 
further and evolving into even better designs. To do this in 
Yagicad choose the "Save top 10" button on the OWA control 
screen, saving the top 10 designs in a .csv file that can be 
opened by MS Excel, etc for further analysis. 

VK3RMH IRLP/ECHOLINK NODE 
SUFFERING FROM COCKIE ATTACK 

If you’ve noticed decreased sensitivity and an increase in “rice 
Bubble” noises on the VK3RMH 70cm repeater then you can 
thank our feathered friends for their handiwork (or should that 
be beak-work?). 
Inspection of the 70cm antenna revealed several large holes in 
the RG-213 antenna feed line jacket, and most of the water 
proof tape has been peeled off the connectors. 
Replacement and bird proofing will most likely have to wait 
until after the Christmas celebrations are over.  Black plastic 
50mm irrigation pipe usually does the trick as it’s hard and 
thick enough to discourage even the biggest cockies :-) 

6M BEACON OFF AIR 
The VK3RMH 6m beacon is temporarily off air to repair a 
temperature dependant fault.  Watch the NERG web site and 
www.vklogger.com beacon monitor for status updates. 



5 NERG NEWS – DECEMBER 2007  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  

A MINI REVIEW OF A DIGITAL  
VHF/UHF POWER & VSWR METER 

By Paul McMahon VK3DIP 

While I am normally an advocate for homebrew and have built 
quite a few return loss bridges for measuring antennas there is 
no beating a good VSWR / Power meter for portable/field  
work.  I recently needed a new VSWR meter as the old one had 
given up the ghost (mechanical wear of the special pot), and it 
had never worked that well on 70cm anyway, so I started 
looking for a replacement.  It didn’t take too much effort to find 
that most readily available commercial versions were either not 
cheap, or were toys, and so I was planning to build one.  While 
researching new designs on the internet I came across an item 
at an eBay store from Hong Kong, offering what looked to be 
exactly what I wanted for a reasonably cheap “buy now” price.  
In eBay talk “buy now” just means this isn’t really an auction - 
if you are willing to pay that price it will be yours instantly. 
A few quick calculations showed that even after allowing for 
postage I couldn’t hope to build anything as neat for the same 
price.  I mention postage because with eBay vendors you need 
to be careful.  Some vendors seem to make more on postage 
than they do on the actual goods, which was certainly the case 
here, the “buy now” price was $39 but postage was $40.  
Anyway even at $80 this looked a good deal, so having 
convinced the wife that this was an absolute necessity of life the 
item was duly ordered.  Just on a week later I was down to the 
local post office to pick it up which is not bad all the way from 
Hong Kong. 
As there was very limited information available on this meter 
on the web I thought that the other NERGs might be interested 
in how it turned out, and a bit of a mini review, in case they 
ever needed something similar. 
Anyway, the life story of this meter has been pieced together 
from a number of Google translations of Chinese web pages.  It 
appears to be a design that started with a Chinese Amateur 
BG1LQX who initially started making them for people on a 
Chinese internet forum called HelloCQ.  It seems he would 
make up a batch of 10 or 20 and then just sell them off.  
Somewhere along the line some enterprising eBay seller 
decided that he could resell them on eBay to the world which is 
where I got mine. 

 
 The meter is pictured above and its specifications are: 
1/. Power Measurement (Display shows “P”): 
Forward and Reverse power indicated by  +/- in the display. 
Measuring range: 0.0 ~ ± 60W, Error ± 5%.  
Maximum power: <60W.  
2/. Voltage Standing Wave Ratio (Display shows "Γ"): 

Measuring range: 1.00 ~ 1.99, 2.0 ~ 19.9.  
Standing wave ratio greater than 19.9 shown as  “1._._ “ 
3/. Frequency of use:  
VSWR: 100 MHZ ~ 500MHz 
Power: Calibrated at centre frequencies 145 MHz & 435 MHz 
4/. Temperature range: 0° C to 60° C  
5/. Power Requirements:  
3 x AAA Alkaline/NiCd cells: (Nominal 3.6 – 6V total) 
LCD backlight Off: <1.3 mA  
LCD backlight On: <15 mA  
6/. External dimensions (without connectors): 66x68x36mm 
7/. RF Connector type: 2 x N Female 
8/. Net Weight: 250 g (without battery)  
As you can see from the picture and the specifications the meter 
is in a small metal box with good quality N connectors. The 
finish and quality of the assembly is very good and the resultant 
package is very neat.  
Fitting the three AAA cells requires removing four screws from 
the back and when this is done you can see the device consists 
of one main double sided fibreglass PCB with the etched 
directional coupler and its shielding sharing the back with the 
batteries, and the front mounting the LCD display, big red 
button and all other components.  
The device is obviously based on some form of microcontroller 
such as a PIC and provision is obviously made on the board for 
connection of some form of in-circuit programmer connection 
to update the firmware if required.  Unfortunately however 
there is no detail of exactly what sort of controller this is and as 
it is mounted underneath the LCD, which is a standard 3.5 digit 
type with lots of soldered-in pins, I can’t get at it to see.  
Anyway, all tests to date have shown it to be as accurate at both 
2m and 70cm as claimed, and to even give a reasonable value 
for VSWR at 6m as well.  This is pretty good considering that 
the measurement principle seems to be a strip line directional 
coupler with forward and reverse lines terminated in simple 
diode detectors.  The detectors are basically frequency 
compensated via small trim capacitors in shunt which obviously 
lowers the detected level at uhf frequencies.  There is probably 
some other compensation inside the microcontroller after the 
A/D converters and before the result is displayed. 
In use the device starts up from a single push of the big red 
button and goes into a mode where it continuously cycles 
through displaying Forward Power, Reverse Power, and 
VSWR.  If you want to lock the display in any of these modes a 
further short press of the button will stop the cycling on the 
currently displayed item.  A further quick push starts the cycle 
again.  A longer push turns the backlight on, and an even longer 
push turns the unit off.  There is also an inactivity timeout of 
some 8 minutes to save battery life. 
I am very happy with this piece of test equipment and the more 
I find out about it the more I am convinced I couldn’t have 
made it for anything like the price. 
For anyone interested, there doesn’t appear to be any on eBay 
at the moment, however ‘Feature Tech’ in ZL-land has it listed 
for NZ$79 + p/p (See http://featuretech.co.nz ) 

73 Paul VK3DIP. 
[There is also a 200 Watt HF version called the 5WT HF 
VSWR&POWER METER with PL259 sockets.  It measures 
forward and reverse average and peak (PEP) power, and 
VSWR from 1:1 to 1:19.9, over the range 1.8~30MHz. -Ed ] 
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A SIMPLE ANTENNA TUNER 
Adapted from Amateur Radio October 85 and AR May 1987. 
Sometimes a single band antenna or a simple random length of 
wire can be pressed into service on other HF bands with the 
help of a simple antenna tuner unit (ATU) like the one shown 
above. 
Tuning capacitors found in old valve mantel radios can be used 
for C1 at low to medium powers (if arcing occurs between the 
plates then you’ll need a higher voltage one !).  Tuning 
capacitors from transistors radios are only suitable for flea 
power transmitters.  Additional capacitors in parallel or series 
with the tuning capacitor can extend the tuning range of the 
ATU. 
The Inductor, L1, is 30 turns wound on a large ferrite core (1” 
to 2” OD), tapped every 3 turns and connected to a 12 position 
switch.  Alternatively a clip lead can be used to select the 
appropriate tap.  You may need to experiment with the number 
of turns if you find yourself using the end taps too often. 
The Neon globe is optional - it acts as a simple tuning indicator 
and can be used instead of a SWR meter.  Adjust the tuner for 
the brightest glow from the neon globe whilst transmitting.  
One leg of the neon hangs free and need not be connected to 
anything if the lamp is close to other grounded components. 
The refined tuner in Fig 2 allows the capacitor to be in series or 
parallel with the antenna, giving a wider matching range. 
Experimentation is encouraged.  The tuner should be used with 
a good ground whenever used with a long wire or other single 
wire antenna.  By good ground we mean the wire from the tuner 
to the ground stake (or buried metal water pipe) should be less 
than 1/10th wavelength in length. 
This ATU can feed balanced antennas (such as dipoles) by 
placing a balun between the ATU output and the antenna 
feedline, however remember that baluns are only designed to 
work effectively over a limited impedance range.  You may get 
better results using a 1:4 or higher ratio balun, either in its usual 
configuration, or backwards (to operate as a 4:1 balun). 

NEW YEAR HAMFESTS 
2008 starts off with lots of hamfest activity.  We have: 
20th January:  Coffs Harbour Radio Expo at St Johns church 
hall (if you happen to be on holidays in the region.) 
10th February: Central Victorian Radio Fest on at Kyneton 
Racecourse.  Although only in its second year it looks like 
being Victoria’s premier hamfest with lots of space and lots of 
new and used gear sales, lectures and tutorials, and many other 
activities.  Details at www.radiofest.amateurradio.com.au 
17th February: Wyong Field Day on the Central Coast will 
be worth the long drive.  It’s on at the Wyong Racecourse and 
claims to be the biggest this side of the equator! 
24th February: Healesville White Elephant Sale at the 
Memorial Hall in Healesville is a small but friendly event that 
is a lot closer to home for NERGs. 

SUMMER VHF - UHF FIELD DAY 2008 
Rules available on WIA web site under Contests. 
The second of the VHF/UHF fields days for this summer, know as the 
Summer VHF-UHF Field Day will be held over the weekend of 
January 12 and 13 2008. The rules have changed little from last year.  
Please note the two rule changes that were first adopted for the Spring 
VHF-UHF Field Day last November: 
1. Stations may enter both the 24 hour and 8 hour sections, but only if 
the station actually operates for more than 8 hours. 
2. Changing locations: It is not in the spirit of the contest for grid-
hoppers to set up more than one station and move between them. The 
rules now make it clear that not only the operator but also the station 
must be moved when operating locations are changed. 
Please note also the rule on the use of DX calling frequencies. Where 
possible, contest activity should focus on the recommended contest 
calling frequency. 
Duration:  0100 UTC Saturday to 0100 UTC Sunday. 
(Except for VK6: 0400 UTC to 0400 UTC). 
Sections: 
Portable single Op/Portable multi-Op, 8 or 24 hours 
Home 24 hours 
Contest Exchange: 
RS (or RST) reports, a serial number, and your four digit Maidenhead 
grid locator (e.g.  59006 QF22). 
Repeat Contacts: 
Stations may be worked again on each band after three hours. If the 
station is moved to a new location in a different locator square, repeat 
contacts may be made immediately.  If the station moves back into the 
previous locator square, the three hour limit still applies to stations 
worked from that square. 
Scoring: 
For each band, score 10 points for each locator square in which your 
station operates, plus 10 points for each locator square worked, plus 1 
point per contact. Multiply the total by the band 
multiplier as follows: 

6 m 2 m 70 cm 23 cm Higher 
x 1 x 3 x 5 x 8 x 10 

Logs: 
Logs should cover the entire operating period and include the 
following for each contact: UTC time, frequency, station worked, 
serial numbers and locator numbers exchanged, points claimed. 
Cover Sheet: 
The cover sheet should contain the names and callsigns of all 
operators; postal address; station location and Maidenhead locator; the 
section(s) entered; the scoring table; and a signed 
declaration that the contest manager's decision will be accepted as 
final. 
A sample cover sheet and scoring table is available on the WIA web 
site. Copies can also be obtained from the e-mail address given below. 
Entries: 
Paper logs may be posted to the Manager, VHF-UHF Field Day, 3 
Vernal Avenue, Mitcham, Vic 3132. Electronic logs can be e-mailed 
to vhf-contests@wia.org.au. The following log formats are acceptable: 
ASCII text, MS Office 2000 (or earlier) RTF, DOC, XLS or MDB.  
Logs must be received by Monday, January 28, 2008. Early logs 
would be appreciated. 

John VK3KWA, Contest Manager 
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FRIDAY NIGHT TRANSMITTER HUNT 
Check the web for details of the next transmitter hunt at 
www.ardf.org.au 

2007/8 ARDF/FOXHUNT CALENDAR 
Events from the ARDF web site – check for updates and further 
details at  www.ardf.org.au and www.melbfox.com.au 
FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt. 
RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an 
orienteering event. 
Bush = Bush orienteering event. 
Inter = International event. 
  

Type Date Event Map 
FoxHunt  Fri, 14 

December  
Foxhunt   

Street   Wed, 2 
January  
2008 

Eastern Summer Series - Park 
Orchards   

35 E9   

Street  Wed, 12 
March  

Eastern Summer Series - Greythorn  47 B4  

Inter  Tue, 2 
September  

World ARDF Championships   

2007 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS 
DECEMBER 
Dec 26 - Jan 13 Ross Hull Memorial Contest (WIA) 
Dec 27-31 Dec. Red Cross Canoe Marathon - 

Communications support by WICEN - volunteers 
required. 
  Starts at Yarrawonga and ends at Swan Hill. 
27th Yarrawonga - Tocumwal 
28th Tocumwal - Picnic Point 
29th Picnic Point - Echuca 
30th Echuca - Torrumbarry 
31st Murrabit - Swan Hill 

JANUARY 2008 
Jan 12-13 Summer VHF/UHF Field Day. WIA 

Midday Sat to Midday Sun (VK3 local time) 
FEBRUARY 2008 
Feb 10 Kyneton Hamfest by Amateur Radio Victoria, 

Central Goldfields ARC and Midland ARC. 
NOTE: please confirm details closer to the posted dates! 
UTC dates may be used for International events. 
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL, various clubs, and the VK 
Contest Club (www.vkcc.com) 

  

Proud sponsors of NERG suppers - 

    making our meetings even more enjoyable ! 

Check out the entertainment and special events such as  
wine nights at Di Riccardos web site: 

www.margheritas.com.au 

81 Main Road, Lower Plenty Ph: 9434 5793 

 

 

 

 

 

Gourmet Pasta 

Traditional Italian dishes 

Relaxed and friendly  

atmosphere 
 

Comprehensive wine list  

or BYO wine 

Live music most nights 
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STAMP 

NEXT NERG MEETING:  
6.30 pm Thursday 13th December 2007 - end of year BBQ at the President’s QTH 

2007-2008 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD TYPE) 

Dec. 13 NERG end of year BBQ 
Dec. 20 NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM 
Dec 26-Jan 13 Ross Hull Memorial Contest (WIA) - see WIA website for rules. 

January 2008 No NERG meetings in January 
Jan Thursday night 8.30pm NERG nets held where sufficient participants exist. 
Jan 12-13 Summer VHF/UHF Field Day.  Midday Sat to Midday Sun (VK3 local time) 
Jan 20 WANSARC Picnic Day - Bundoora Park, All NERGs invited.  BYO everything. 

February 7 NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM 
Feb. 10 Central Victorian Radio Fest at Kyneton Racecourse.  Opens 10am, $10 entry, free U13. 
Feb. 14 First NERG Meeting for 2008 
Feb. 24 White Elephant Sale - Healesville Memorial Hall, Yarra Valley ARC. 10am-2pm, $5 entry. 
Feb. 26 Gainfully Unemployed Group, 10am at the QTH of Ernie VK3FM. 
Feb. 28 First NERG coffee shop night for 2008 

The NERG Inc.   RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au 

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to 
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio.  It 
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in 
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby. 
Membership Fees (due in August): 

Full:  $30    Family:  $40    Concession:  $20  
Send to: NERG, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 
Committee 

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 
 David Aston VK3THY 
 Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 
 Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 
 Errnie Walls VK3FM 
Repeaters  Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043 

Meetings  

Main Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (ex Dec & Jan) 
Coffee Shop nights: 4th Tuesday each month. 
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill 
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection)  Melway map ref 21-C3 

Classes & Exams 

NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences 
Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne) 

Club call - VK3CNE  http://www.nerg.asn.au/vk3cne 
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out 
70cm rpt VK3RMH FM 433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out 
    IRLP node 6350,   EchoLink node 140587 
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts H 50.2950 MHz 
10m bec’n VK3RMH CW 20 Watts V 28.2565 MHz 
Packet Radio  VK3CNE 2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps 
VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. 
Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater: 
2m VK3RSR FM 146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out 

NETS 

NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 – 9.30 pm 
Thursdays). Please join the discussions.  Also used as a general Net 
frequency. 
WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh 

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited: 
 editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY, ph: 9435-3043 hm  
 post: 266 Nell Street West,  Watsonia, 3087 

 email:    

STAMP 


