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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Rod McCauley VK3ZR1J will speak about solar power and hot
water at this month’s meeting, followed by the usual delicious
pizza for supper. All visitors welcome.

73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor

The next meeting is scheduled for
Thursday 11™ October 2007, starting 7:45pm at the

Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill,
Melways 21 C3.

DEJA VU — THE AUGUST MEETING

As promised, the formalities at last month’s NERG AGM were
dispensed of in double quick time. The secretary and treasurers
reports were well received, with only one question on the
subject of lower membership fees taken for 2006-2007, which
was largely due to a fall in Foundation class participants, and
the need to follow up membership renewals this year. Our
secretary John VK3ZRYV outlined many of the activities the
NERG was involved with during the past year, and many of
these were highlighted in a short video presented by club
president, Greg VK3VT.

COFFEE SHOP SESSIONS

At our August NERG coffee shop night we took a look at two
modern HF boxes. The ICOM 706 Mk-IIG and the Yaesu
FT-897D are both compact multi-mode/multi-band HF radios
that also cover 6m, 2m and 70cm.

Unfortunately band conditions were very poor and not much
was heard on the only antenna available - the 20-15-10m
tri-bander.

Nothing is planned for the night, so it will be an “open”
session. Bring along items to discuss, demonstrate, or fix.

Hot drinks and bickies will are available!

NERG is seeking donations to establish an Amateur Radio
Communications and Training centre. The centre's aim is to provide
courses that will provide complete training in Radio and Electronics
to all interested people. Age is no barrier; we train prospective
Amateurs from school age through to folk in their 80's, with retirees
often seeking involvement in a community based hobby. Funds will
be used to purchase teaching aids and radio equipment used in the
classes.

Banyule Gives is a service that manages the donation process for
community groups in the Banyule Council region. See more at:
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg
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NEXT MEETING
7:45PM Thursday 13" September
SOLAR POWER & HOT WATER

- by Rob McCauley VK3ZRJ

¥

Next Coffee Shop night:
Thursday 27" Sept.

CONGRATULATION TO NEW HAMS

Congratulations go to all our new members that have passed
their Foundation and/or Standard licence assessments. Some
have already been heard on the NERG net while some are
waiting eagerly for their call sign from the ACMA.

Most recent licensees are Mathew VK3FABT, Paul
VK3FBRE, Kevin VK3FKLB, and Chris VK3FMLI who
gained their Foundation licences. Robert VK3POP and Aaron
VK3NAM have passed their Standard assessment. Chris also
passed his assessment for the Standard Licence last weekend
and is awaiting notification of callsign from the ACMA.

We wish them well and congratulations on their success.
JOHN WEIR, VK3ZRV, NERG Training Coordinator

LICENCE ASSESSMENTS SOON
AT THE NERG

The NERG will be running assessments in the near future for
both Foundation and Standard & Advanced Licences.

To aid anyone wishing to do the Standard/Advanced course, the
NERG now has several copies of Fred Swainston’s RADIO
THEORY HANDBOOK, which we will loan to prospective
students to enable them to do home study in preparation for the
bridging course for Standard or Advanced Theory. These
books will either be returned to NERG on completion of the
course or they may be purchased if the user wishes to keep the
handbook as a handy reference manual.

It should be noted that the LCD for the amateur regulations part
of the assessment may be downloaded from the WIA website at




www.wia.org.au and click on licences, then Foundation, then
ACMA LCD on the right of the page. Knowledge in the LCD is
a common requirement for all levels of Licence and only need
to be passed once. Queries on courses to JOHN WEIR,
VK3ZRV, NERG Training Coordinator, Phone 03 9431 0667
or email to zzrvelec @ bigpond . net . au

THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP

The August assembly was held Tuesday, 28 August, at the
QTH of Ernie VK3FM.

Those present were Greg VK3 VT, Steve VK3JSE, George
VK3MKK, Jim VK3KE, Gerhard VK3EWM, Dave VK3JMB
and host Ernie VK3FM. An apology was received at the last
minute from John VK3ZRV.

Jan, Ernie’s XYL, was responsible for the fine table, and was
present throughout essentially to ensure everything ran as
smoothly as the cosmopolitan group would allow. Potato and
leek soup, and hot roast beef rolls, headed the offering,
supplemented by the usual selection of nibbles. Thanks Jan.
Two items of special interest to the group were discussed in
some detail.

Firstly, Steve bought along his brand new pocket size GPS unit
to show the group. Everyone had a play with it, and thought it
an excellent piece of equipment, one that will ensure Steve
never again gets lost, anywhere.

Dovetailing wonderfully into the discussion on Steve’s GPS
was the news that Gerhard had a hell of a job getting to the
right place, arriving as he did on Jim’s doorstep, and informing
the somewhat surprised lady of the house (Margie) that Ernie
was not answering his front door, and that in fact no one
appeared home.

This actual piece of information was passed on to Jim, via his
mobile, whilst he was standing next to FM, in his kitchen —
accounting for the somewhat surprised look on Jim’s face, if
the truth be known.

Under severe interrogation from the group (when he did
eventually turn up) it transpired that Gerhard had tried very
hard to bang down Ian VK3BGE’s front door, before heading
off to Jim’s QTH, where he finally realised that he may have
gone to the wrong address! (As the crow flies, Ian lives about
800 metres from Ernie).

Steve kindly offered Gerhard the loan of his GPS for the next
meeting.
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As always, everyone is welcome.
Regards — Ernie Walls VK3FM, vk3fm @ wallsy. com. au
Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz during the day
for directions and for the latest rare DX spots.

JUNK SWAP & SMALL SALE NIGHT
4™ THURSDAY, OCTOBER
On Thursday October 25 the NERG and WANSARC (Western and
Northern Suburbs ARC) are holding a joint "JUNK SWAP AND

SMALL SALE NIGHT" for members only at the NERG clubrooms,
126 Mountain View Road Briar Hill.

This is to be a fun night to promoting interaction between the two
clubs - it is not a hamfest or even a quasi hamfest, however there will
be transactions, but in the main, of small value.

We also hope to have a commercial dealer demonstrate some of the
latest amateur radio goodies.

Start time is nominally 8.00pm with the hall opening around 7.30 for
early birds (first to the coffee, etc.)

Members of both clubs are encouraged to bring along items for swap
and/or sale. Don Haslam VK3KDT, mobile 0409 024 597
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NERG’S R-D CONTEST STATION

VK3CNE was activated from NERG hall to participate in the
207 Re{nembrance Day contest last month.

A small band of dedicated NERGs spent the afternoon erecting
various antennas. We managed to get on air after solving
some last minute hiccups with a long wire antenna that refused
to tune into the auto-tuner and also discovered that the VK-CL
logging program does not work on a 640 x 480 laptop screen (it
requires a minimum of 800 x 600).

Activity was busy on 80m and 2m on Saturday night, but
somewhat quieter on all the other bands. 20m picked up on
Sunday morning but DX, like the weather, was rather poor
during the weekend.

» .
Operators (left to right) John VK3BIZ (on 2m),
Mark VK3BYY (on 80m), and Parry VK3AFK (20m).

The number of foundation operators heard on air was
disappointing (although it was good to hear that two of the total
of three F calls worked were NERG members VK3FBAX &
VK3FANG). We also didn’t get too many visitors at the hall, but
perhaps that was to do with the inclement weather.

Band Score Band Score
80m 18 20m 17
40m 2 2m 86

Sending the log to the contest manager seems to be part of the
competition these days. Generating the log always has its
challenges especially when some team members use UTC
time while others used 24 and 12 hour local times. This year
VKCL also threw in its own challenges, crashing every a final
report was to be produced. Eventually an older version of
VKCL was tricked into working. The final challenge was
sending the log to the WIA via email. This is always fraught
with danger, and having lost several logs over the years |
followed the instructions to the letter. Despite this I still haven’t
received a delivery receipt for any of the multiple copies | sent
to the WIA using various mail systems. It was a relief to finally
receive confirmation from the contest manager just short of the
closing date! Mark VK3BYY



THE ‘NEW’ NERG COMMITEE

As mentioned in the meeting report, the 2007/2008 NERG
committee was elected at the AGM. All of the previous year’s
committee return to office with the addition of Ernie Walls
VK3FM joining the committee.

The new committee list can be found on the back page of
NERG news.

JOTA 2007

Jamboree On The Air is an annual event where scouts, guides
and venturers communicate with one another via radio (and in
recent years, also via the Internet).

NERG will participate this year by opening the hall and
amateur station to one of our local scout groups.

JOTA takes place over the weekend of 21-22 October. More
on this event next month.

NERG CHRISTMAS IN JULY

On Saturday 28th July 2007, thirty one members and friends
met at the Briar Hill hall for Christmas in July. As we only had
access to the hall after 3:00 PM there was a lot of work to be
done Marg VK3VOIJ and her team of helpers. Within a few
short hours they had converted the hall into a fantastic picture
of Christmas. There were Christmas lights, and decorations all
over the place, a full decorated Christmas tree and Christmas
train running around the tree base.

There were four tables of 8 beautifully set with all the trappings
of Christmas including lollies, nuts and Chocolates.

___.--"""'"

A full Christmas dinner with turkey, lamb, ham, roast spuds and
pumpkin as well as beans, peas, cauliflower cheese was
enjoyed by all and was followed by traditional Christmas
pudding, brandy sauce, ice cream and fruit salad.
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As can been seen from the photos much conversation was had
and everyone agreed it was a great time. Even Gerhard and
John who were a little late had a good time. We will make sure
you know the right time next year Gerhard!)
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Greg and Marg would like to thank the willing team of helpers
who assisted in the cooking, preparing the hall and in tidying
up they include: John 3ZRV and Henny, Jim 3KE, Denise,
Betsy 3HBK, Steve 3JSE, Rochelle 3FANG and Andrew
3FBAX, Peter 3DU and Rhonda, Chris 3CHR (the dish washer)
and Sandra, Ewen 30W and Janelle.

The club passes our thanks and congratulations to Marg 3VOJ
and Greg 3VT for organising another successful event that was
fun to attend, tasty food and raised some funds for the NERG.

NERG roving reporter

NERG MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE

NERG memberships are now due for those that missed
the AGM last month. NERG membership fees remain
the same great value as last year:

Full member: $30, Family: $40, Concession: $20
Membership renewals can be paid at meetings or posted
to: NERG, PO box 270, Greensborough, Victoria, 3088

Foundation students from the last 12 months need not worry as they
receive 2007-2008 membership as part of the course fees!



SURPRISE 10 METER BEACON REPORT

| was quite surprised last month to receive an email from
VK4CQ asking if there was something wrong with the
NERG 10 meter beacon VK3RMH. A quick check with
my trusty handheld indicated that it was indeed off air -
but that wasn’t the surprising thing as I've been expecting
it to break down after so many years of 24 hour operation.

What was surprising was that someone could hear it
reliably enough in VK4 at this time of year and at this low
point in the solar cycle to notice that the signal had
disappeared!

A quick trip to the repeater tower found one of those
cheap plastic in-line fuse holders had gone open circuit,
cutting power to the beacon transmitter. I've seen this
problem before. The fuse is in perfect condition but isn’t
making contact. Checking inside the fuse holder you'll
find that one of the contacts has melted its way into the
plastic housing to the point where it looses contact with
the fuse. The solder covered contacts seem to tarnish
over time, increasing the contact resistance to the point
where it heats up enough to melt the plastic surrounds.

—

In this case the problem was quickly rectified by bending
the contact to make a circuit once again, but | must
remember to replace it with a better fuse holder next visit!

Many years ago a guest speaker at the NERG mentioned
that if you must use this style of fuse holder; make sure
it's an original Philips brand and not the cheap imitation
variety as they aren’t reliable. He’s right you know!

By the way, Ross VK4CQ says he hears the beacon on
the Sunshine Coast almost every day either directly or via
meteor scatter pings, and gave a 599 report the day after
the beacon was repaired. Ross also reported that Doug
VK9ZLH over on Lord Howe Island also hears the RMH
beacon most days.

WIA BROADCAST TIME CHANGES

The Sunday morning WIA news broadcast transmitted through
the VK3BWI network on 80m, 40m, 30m, the 2m repeaters
VK3RMM and VK3RML, and 70cm repeater VK3RMU has
changed to the new time of 10.30am.

Also being re-introduced for the morning broadcast is a 40m
call-back.

Amateur Radio Victoria has spent more than $3500 to upgrade
its VK3BWI HF transmission facilities with new feeders,
multiple antennas, a new 80 metre transmitter and a frequency
change for 40 metres to 7158 kHz.

The F-Troop Net will immediately follow the morning call-back
on the wide coverage 2m VK3RMM repeater. There will be a
‘check-in’ by callsign only session immediately following the
news, followed by the F-Troop Net Controller conducting a call
back for anyone wishing to make a comment or ask a question.

The F-troop Net is a warm and welcoming on air meeting run
by Amateur Radio Victoria mainly for those who have not had
their licence long with experienced radio amateurs as net
controllers to answer their questions.

AR Vic news
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WEB OF THE MONTH

VK3WWW amateur radio Videos on YouTube

* m

Kite Antenna Part 1 of 2 JMMFD 1983-2006
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WiA O5L History VI5PH part 1 of 2

Pre-War Part 4of 4

www.youtube.com/profile_videos?user=vermontcreekbed
(Or go to youtube.com and search for vermontcreekbed )

The NERG has had the privilege of many guest talks by Jack
VK3WWW. Not only is Jack very active in amateur radio but
also uses a video camera to document many such events. To
date he has publish over 25 of these video segments on the
popular YouTube web site.

His subjects cover various field days, island DX-peditions, and
kite antennas (viewed over 750 times!). A recent addition is an
excellent series on the history of the QSL card. Now you’d
think a video about a pile of dusty old postcards would be as
exciting as watching grass grow, but it's actually very good!

The first series is “WIA QSL History Pre-War” and the second
“WIA QSL History Pictorial Cards”. The story told uses the
cards to track many of the changes in the world since the
invention of radio including technology, radio regulations,
politics, geography, and the hobby itself.
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As you’d expect there are a lot of QSL card photos but there
are also images of early amateur licenses, complete with their
transmitter and receiver circuits as required in the early days

(the example shown above using no more than a dozen
components for a full station!).

The series has been thoroughly researched by Ken Matchett
VK3TL, Hon. Curator of the WIA National QSL Card Collection,
and narrated by Dr Jean Dawson.

* NERG does not necessarily endorse or recommend web sites or
software products mentioned in items in Web of the Month.



81 Main Road, Lower Plenty Ph: 9434 5793

* Gourmet Pasta
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or BYO wine

l, Italian dishes
d friendly

ve wine list

x Live music most nights

Proud sponsors of NERG suppers -
making our meetings even more enjoyable !
Check out the entertainment and special events such as
wine nights at Di Riccardos web site:
www.margheritas.com.au

2007 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS

29-30 Sept CQ-WW RTTY DX Contest, RTTY'!

A
6-7 Oct Oceania DX Contest SSB
13-14 Oct  Oceania DX Contest CW

20+21 Oct - The 50th Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) involves
500,000 Scouts and Guides worldwide contacting each other.

- % -
17-18 Nov

Spring VK-VHF/UHF field day (note new date!)
22 Sept Westlakes Cup
26 Dec - 2008 Ross Hull Memorial Contest

NOTE: please confirm details closer to the posted dates!

UTC dates may be used for International events.

Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL, various clubs, and the VK
Contest Club (www.vkcc.com)
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NEW RT85 EPROM FOR 70CM

The latest version of the NERG EPROM for the AWA RT85A is now
available via the NERG web site for anyone to do with as they please.

Look in the “Software Section at www.nerg.asn.au.

It covers most of the useful local and national simplex and all repeater
FM frequencies on 70cm. CTCSS tones are set up for repeaters in and
around Melbourne. Any repeater channel that doesn’t have a specific
tone requirement has been set to 123Hz as that is currently the most
likely frequency to be used, if any is required, outside of VK3.

Binary files are available for both the 2716 and 2764 EPROMs, but
none yet for the original RT85 or the RT85C versions. These could
be made available on request. (The 2716 may work in the RT85
however display blanking and timeouts do odd things due to
differences in the ‘personality’ data from the A-model. Neither
EPROM will work in the RT-85C model).

Don’t forget to cut link ‘D’ on the CTCSS circuit board, otherwise it
won’t produce the 91.5Hz tone required by several local repeaters.



The NERG Inc. RegNo A0006776V  http://nerg.asn.au

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio. It
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby.

Membership Fees (due in August):

Classes & Exams
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences
Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne)

Club call - VK3CNE http://www.nerg.asn.au/vk3cne
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out

70cmrpt VK3RMH FM  433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out
0" 1+ 0! 2 13+ 7/ 1+ IRLP node 6350, EchoLink node 140587
U 4+( " (% ( +55 6mbeacon VK3RMH CW  10WattsH  50.2950 MHz
Committee 10mbec’n VK3RMH CW 20 Watts V 28.2565 MHz
President Greg Williams ~ VK3VT 9432 0563 16 1 %&/ *334++  PI(* ++
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 %& / 8¢ I i%& /7 84 e
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater:
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 2m VK3RSR FM  146.375MHzin 146.975 MHz out
David Aston VK3THY NETS
Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 — 9.30 pm
Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 Thursdays). Please join the discussions. Also used as a general Net
John Kent VK3BIZ frequency.
Repeaters f/[n;rlli g:lgisson ngBl\\/(IY 9435 3043 WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh
Meetings NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:

Main Meeting: 2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (ex Dec & Jan)
Coffee Shop nights: 4™ Tuesday each month.
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill

(Near Sherbourne Road intersection) Melwav man ref 21-C3

editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY
ph: 9435-3043 hm
post: 266 Nell Street West, Watsonia, 3087

... Hews@uerd.asm.au
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STAMP

Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 25
Sept. 27
October 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25
November 1
Nov. 17-18

NEXT MEETING:

7:45pm Thursday 13" SEPTEMBER 2007
SOLAR POWER & HOT WATER - by Rob McCauley VK3ZRJ

2007 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD TYPE)

NERG meeting

NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM
NERG Tuesday morning tea group

NERG Coffee Shop night

NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM

NERG Meeting - Guest speaker Drew Diamond VK3XU
NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM

WANSARC/NERG junk exchange night - 7:30pm at NERG hall
NERG Net - 8:30pm 146.575 MHz FM

Spring VK-VHF/UHF field day



