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WHAT’S ON IN JUNE 
This month’s guest speaker is Chris Long, VK3AML on his 
favourite subject – Light Beam Communications.  The meeting 
starts 7:45pm on Thursday 14 June at Briar Hill Community 
Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill (near Greensborough). 
Communications over light beams is becoming quite a popular 
mode of operation in the south/eastern states of Australia. 
The availability of high intensity Light Emitting Diodes, cheap 
Fresnel lenses, and simple audio modulation has made portable 
operations easier than ever, with the result that several distance 
records have been broken recently. 
Light communication is not new - Heliographs (Right) were 
used to send signals on the battle field from 405BC until the 
Australian army disbanded them in the 1960’s.  Originally 
sunlight or candle light was directed towards the receiving 
station by mirrors and interrupted to send coded messages. 
About a year ago, after many decades of experimentation, Chris 
and a small band of fellow amateurs broke the 100km distance 
record for optical voice communications between Mt Donna 
Buang and Mt Hooghly in Victoria.  Chris built the optical 
system at the Donna Buang end where he was assisted by David 
VK3HZ, Jack VK3WWW.  Edgar VK3WRE, Peter VK3KAI, 
Graeme VK3GJZ and Chris VK3CJK ran the Hooghly end of 
the link.  More recently Chris has been involved in further 
distance attempts in Victoria and Tasmania, and has been 
involved with slow scan TV and digital text modes experiments 
via optical communications. 
Chris has a highly polished and extremely interesting 
presentation, and will also demonstrate the type of equipment 
used at the NERG meeting. 
As usual, all members and visitors are invited to Chris’s lecture 
and to supper afterwards. 
  73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor 
NEXT MEETING  The July meeting is scheduled for 12th July 
2007, starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 
Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3. 

DÈJÁ VU – THE MAY DINNER 
Last month the NERG met for its annual social dinner in place 
of the regular meeting.  The venue was the di riccardos 
restaurant in Lower Plenty.  The night was very well attended 
with NERG taking up half the restaurant.  Everyone must have 
been enjoying themselves as the noise level rarely dropped 
below that of a rare-DX dogpile on 20 meters. 
Several lucky people picked up door prizes of some fine wines 
and boxes of chocolates. 
As always the food and service at di Riccardos was excellent 
and good value for money.  Their Margheritas Pizzas aren’t bad 
either – try some at the next NERG meeting! 

NEW FREQUENCY FOR VK3RMU 
The WIA’s Mt. St. Leonard repeater (near Healesville) has 
shifted frequency to 439.800MHz to avoid continuous 
interference.  CTCSS access tones are not required. 
VK3RMU previously had its input frequency in the LIPD band 
where in recent months it suffered from continuous interference 
from a device located at the building site next to the Melbourne 
Exhibition Centre.  This is some 70km from the repeater - so 
much for being a ‘Low Interference Potential Device” ! 
Although the interference was quickly tracked to the building 
site, foxhunter Greg vk3vt was only allowed 15 minutes access 
by the site manager.  The source seemed to be at the base of a 
crane but couldn’t be located due to the maze of metal 
scaffolding, formwork and machinery at the site.  Speculation is 
that it’s a wind monitor, a surveyor's GPS reference point, a 
concrete pump controller, an anti-collision safety system, or 
any of the multitude of LIPDs now being deployed in the 
building industry.  We’ll probably never know for sure… 

The NERG appeal 
NERG is seeking donations to establish 
an Amateur Radio Communications and 
Training centre.  The centre's aim is to 
provide courses that will provide 
complete training in Radio and 
Electronics to all interested people.  Age 
is no barrier; we train prospective 

Amateurs from school age through to folk in their 80's, with retirees 
often seeking involvement in a community based hobby.  Funds will 
be used to purchase teaching aids and radio equipment used in the 
classes. 
Banyule Gives is a service that manages the donation process for 
community groups in the Banyule Council region.  See more at: 
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg 
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THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP 
The May meeting was held Tuesday, 22 May, at the QTH of 
Gerhard VK3EWM.  
Those present were Dave VK3JMB, Jim VK3KE, John 
VK3ZRV, Ian VK3XIJ, Ernie VK3FM, Greg VK3VT, and 
host Gerhard VK3EWM. Two regulars Steve VK3JSE and 
George VK3MKK were, literally, missing in inaction. 
As a nice break from conformity, Gerhard had kindly arranged 
for his street to be re-topped on the day of our meeting, and a 
reward for actually arriving at his doorstop, however 
bedraggled, was a warm welcome, pleasant company, and a 
plentiful supply of food and drinks.  
Discussion was melancholy, and covered a number of topics 
bearing little relation to amateur radio. However, the lack of 
significant expertise by any of the contributors made no 
difference to the robustness and sincerity of the opinions 
expressed. 
As is usual, the table offering was superb, with a selection of 
very nice, crusty rolls, complimented by cold meats, cheeses, 
and various other condiments then followed by the famous ‘Hot 
Bean soup’ and cake. Whilst Ian VK3XIJ was noticeably 
nervous about the soup, and in fact surrendered without taking 
a bean, all others devoured the offering with noticeable gusto. 
Gerhard was very pleased with the compliments passed, 
however the meeting was sensible enough to ask him to pass on 
warm thanks to Barbara who, even Gerhard admitted, actually 
did all the work. Thanks, Barbara. 
The next meeting of the group will be at the home of Greg 
VK3VT, on 26 June, at 10:00 am, where, it is hoped, Greg 
will be able to show everybody his newly operational 
80-metre contest antenna.  
As always, everyone is very welcome – and a new face is 
particularly sought.  
Regards – Ernie Walls VK3FM   vk3fm at the arrl (dot) net  
Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz during 
the day for directions and for the latest rare DX spots. 

BILL RICE – SILENT KEY 
William (Bill) Rice VK3ABP, quietly became a silent key at 
his home in Altona on 29 May 2007 aged 80. 
In addition to his many contributions as an active amateur for 
60 years, Bill holds the record as the longest serving editor of 
the WIA’s Amateur Radio magazine. 
Bill also developed a valve 2 meter converter that became 
standard equipment in many VHF shacks, well before the 
advent of any commercial black boxes. 
Bill was a much respected amateur, embodying the true spirit of 
the hobby and will be missed by many. 

TROUBLE FOR US 70CM REPEATERS 
The United States of America’s Department of Defence and the 
ARRL are currently developing a plan to mitigate alleged 
interference from 70 cm ham radio repeaters to the “Pav Paws” 
military radar system. 
As in Australia, US amateurs operate in the 70cm band as a 
secondary service, with military being the primary user. 
Up to 115 repeaters located near two key coastal military bases 
are likely to be affected.  So far the ARRL has recommended 
that repeater owners reduce power to 5 Watts and may require 
further power reductions, lowering of antenna heights, the use 
of more directive antennas and other mitigation techniques. 
A possible side effect of this is that some of the IRLP nodes 
that we work from Australia may soon have reduced service 
areas or even cease to exist at all. 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
NERG DINNER 

 
Saturday Night, 28th July is a date to put in your calendar!  
That’s the date of the NERG Christmas in July Dinner ! 
If last year’s dinner is anything to go by then all NERGs, 
families and friends will have a great time and be very well fed.  
Tickets $25/head, children 12 & under ½ price. 
Bookings are essential otherwise you won’t get fed 
and you’ll miss out on the famous VT pudding. 
Call Greg Williams VK3VT on 9432 0563 

VK3RWL REVITALISED 
The Warrnambool VK3RWL repeaters on 2m 147.050MHz 
and 70cm 439.650MHz are again servicing south-west 
Victoria. 
Russell VK3ZQB and his team restored the repeaters with AR 
Victoria contributing to the considerable cost of making the 
repeaters compliant with the commercial site owner’s 
standards. 

From Amateur Radio Victoria News 

NOT MY FAULT! 
A lady was sitting in a parked car in the city of 
Melbourne recently when another car reversed into the 
vacant parking spot in front of her, colliding with her 
parked car.  On exchanging details, the driver of the 
other vehicle produced a novel excuse: “It’s not my fault 
- you weren’t there on my GPS screen!”. 

VK2 WINS 2007 JOHN MOYLE 
VK2SRC club station of Summerland Amateur Radio Club Inc 
located at Richmond Hill near Lismore, Northern NSW is to be 
congratulated on wining the multi-operator, all-band, all-mode 
category of the JMFD with a score of 7170 points from 565 
contacts. 
NERG’s VK3CNE came in second at 5569 points from 523 
contacts, followed by VK4WID with 2216 from 336 contacts. 
Other notable stations include the EMDRC’s VK3ER multi-op 
VHF-only with 7082 for 325 contacts and Fellow NERG Jim 
VK3KE who came second in the 24-hour home station 
division. 
A quick analysis indicates that although NERG worked a lot of 
stations, the VHF/UHF distance multipliers make all the 
difference.  Both VK3ER and VK2SRC did well by being some 
150km from Melbourne and Brisbane respectively (they must 
have a lot of active hams up there!).  Whereas NERG mainly 
worked VHF & UHF stations in Melbourne, mainly in the 50-
99km range. 
A full report is available on the WIA web under Contests. 
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ANTENNA UNDER ATTACK! 
I recently had a call from Dave VK3JMB to let me know the 
NERG packet and DX Spider system (VK3CNE-1/7 on 
144.700MHz) was off the air.  Now this often happens after a 
power outage, but I didn’t think we’d had one for a while, so I 
headed off to the shack to check it out. 
 
As it turned out I could log in OK using my test set up – an old 
laptop, TNC and handheld.  So there must be some other 
problem. A quick check of the SWR on the J-pole used for this 
system showed it was very high, obviously something wrong 
with the antenna or feed line.  The J-pole is located on the top 
of the tower and after having a look with binoculars I was able 
to see that the feed line was disconnected from the antenna – 
Photo 1. As a temporary measure a magnetic base quarter wave 
was put on the roof on the shack and VK3CNE-1 / 7 was again 
available.  

 

Photo 1  Can you spot to fault? The cable has been cut and the 
waterproof tape stripped off at the top of the tower. 

What had disconnected the J-pole? Well there have been 
a number of Sulphur Crested Cockatoos in my yard for 
last few weeks and I noted they had been playing with 
my 5 band trapped dipole. 

 
Photo 2 – The clean cut right through the Co-ax. 

 
Once I had the tower tilted over it was obvious that the 
Cockatoos had also had a go at the J-pole, completely 
severing the co-ax to it. Photo – 2.  They had also 
disconnected the connections on every one of the eight 
co-ax traps on the dipole! Photo – 3. In other spots they 

had removed all the insulation from the wire on the 
dipole; they are indeed destructive birds! 
A quick repair to the feed line and the VK3CNE packet 
system was back on the normal antenna. 

Photo 3  There were wires coming out of the holes and they 
were soldered onto the cable ends! 

I’m not sure how to Cockatoo proof the connection – 
there was coax seal on it originally but the birds removed 
all that and then cut through the RG58.  I use a short 
RG58 stub on the antenna and this connects to the 
RG213 feed line, perhaps I will have to change to RG213 
for the actual feed into the antenna. Suggestions are 
welcome. 

 
Photo 4  Cockies return to exercise their jaws and their 

gymnastics on the 80m dipole. 

Protecting the traps is another problem and I am working 
on an updated design that has all the connections hidden 
within the trap – more on this in another article. 

Cheers,  Greg VK3VT 
ARTHURS CREEK RADIO ASTRONOMERS 

Last year we had Mihai Dumitru from the Radio Astronomy 
Section of the Astronomical Society of Victoria give a talk on 
their plans to set up a radio astronomy observatory at Arthur's 
Creek, North East of Melbourne.  The latest news is that they 
have now received their “first noise” with that observatory.  
The story is as follows: 
‘We have finally got the Arthur's Creek site up and running.  So 
far just a Jove receiver and a couple of dipoles.  But we are 
getting both solar events and Jupiter storms.  On the 16th May 
2007 we had a possible RSP (sweep frequency radio burst) at 
1:50 UT, but there was a lot of noise.  The second RSP looks 
better (at about 02:30 UT). There was a lot the next day, 
including a flare - but it was in the middle of the night (no 
sun!).  We may have got a bit of a Jupiter B storm too.  Our 
accuracy of timing is out of course - maybe 20-30 seconds, 
internet access to an atomic clock is in the works.’ 

from Steve McCauley, RAS-ASV 
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PWB ANCHOR DONATION KEEPS NERG 
RADIO TOWER GOING 

Local chain and lifting equipment manufacturer PWB 
Anchor continues this year to make generous donations 
towards the running costs of the NERG communications 
tower.  Their support helps keep the VK3RMH repeaters 
and beacons on the air, along with the IRLP and 
Echolink nodes and the scout’s VK3RSR repeater. 
The tower itself recently featured in an article in PWB’s 
parent company international newsletter “The Junction” 
as an example of the companies support for community 
groups. 

 
GIPPSTECH 2007 

The WIA Eastern Zone Amateur Radio Club (Inc) is 
pleased to announce GippsTech2007. This year the main 
program will be held on Saturday July 7 and Sunday July 
8. This event has a well-recognised reputation as the 
premier technical conference in VK, considering 
techniques applicable in the VHF, UHF and microwave 
bands, especially for weak-signal contacts.  

In addition to the Conference, a Partner’s Tour will be 
conducted, together with an informal social gathering for 
dinner on Friday and a Conference Dinner on Saturday. 

Copies of the Conference Proceedings document from 
2006 will (hopefully) be available for sale during this 
year’s event. Previous years’ Proceedings are also 
available. 

*CALL FOR PAPERS*  Amateurs (& others) are invited to 
submit titles and outlines for topics to be presented at 
GippsTech2007.  

Presentations can be 5 minutes to 1 hour.  Anything 
longer - you will need to justify!! 

Presentations can be formal or informal, or display. 
There is a lecture theatre for the formal presentations. 
Displays are open during coffee/tea breaks and after 
lunch. 
The conference is held in Churchill about 170 km east of 
Melbourne. 

Further details can be found at the Eastern Zone Amateur 
Radio Club web site at:  http://www.vk3bez.org/ 

The site is very new - Registration and further details 
should be available very soon. 

Peter VK3KAI 

Chair, Organising Committee  vk3kai [at] wia.org.au 

HANDHELD SECRETS #1 
CONFUSING CTCSS TONES 

Operator manuals often leave out critical information. 
One such detail missing from the ICOM T7, T8 and T90 range 
of handheld radio manuals is an explanation of the ‘rT’ and 
‘CT’ CTCSS tone settings.  We have to go to ICOM Canada’s 
web site to find an explanation: 
Answer:   
Newer ICOM handhelds, such as IC-T8A, IC-T81A, IC-W32A, 
IC-T7A, IC-T7H, IC-Q7A can be set up with separate receive 
CTCSS tone for the tone squelch feature (known as decoding), 
and transmit CTCSS tone for repeater access (encoding).  The 
transmitted CTCSS tone for repeater access is labelled ‘rT’ (for 
Repeater Tone) in the radio's settings.  The receive CTCSS 
tone frequency used for tone squelch is labelled ‘CT’. 
The rT value needs to be set to the desired CTCSS frequency if 
you are trying to access repeaters.  Keep in mind that these 
handhelds cannot actually have separate CTCSS tones for 
encoding and decoding in the same memory channel or in the 
VFO. 
When the repeater tone is activated (symbol T on the display), 
the rT tone is sent. 
When the tone squelch is activated (symbol T-SQL on the 
display), the CT tone is both sent to access repeaters and is also 
used as the tone squelch frequency. 
For most repeater operations you can use the ‘T’ mode with the 
‘rT’ tone being sent to access the repeater. 
If you suffer interference and the repeater or simplex station 
transmits a CTCSS tone equal to your ‘CT’ frequency, then ‘T-
SQL’ may be selected so that you only hear transmissions from 
the repeater. 
If all else fails, set both ‘rT’ and ‘CT’ to the same frequency 
and step through the T, SQL, and (o) settings until something 
works! 

HANDHELD SECRETS #2 
DEADLY OUT OF BAND MODS 

Some radios such as the ICOM IC-T8A 6m/2m/440 and IC-
T81A 6m/2m/440/1.2 GHz handhelds, can be modified for 
extended transmit coverage.  Claims are made that radios can 
then transmit full power (4-5 W) out of band, however this is 
not correct. 
In fact when set to transmit on 220MHz (a North American 
amateur band), the apparent 5 watts of RF energy as measured 
by the power meter is not actually on 220 MHz.  In fact, only a 
small amount of full transmitted power is emitting on the 220 
MHz band, and the rest belongs to a strong 5 Watt spurious 
signal stretching from the 6m band all the way to UHF.  
Transmitting too far out of the designed bands can even cause 
the radio to fail.  Such failure is not covered under the factory 
warranty. 

RD CONTEST – AUGUST 11-12 
The 2007 Remembrance Day contest will be upon us shortly running 
11-12 August. 
This popular Australian amateur radio contest is open to all amateurs.  
You can operate voice, CW, or digital modes on HF, VHF, UHF and 
above. 
NERG may run a contest station at the hall if there is enough interest 
from members.  It’s a good introduction to contesting for newcomers 
so give us a call if you are interested!  More details next month. 
Mark VK3BYY 
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DON’T DRIVE LIKE A B*** IDIOT! 

 

Driving to the office this morning on the Eastern   
freeway, I looked over to my right and there was a woman 
in a brand new BMW doing 90 miles per hour with her 
face up close to the mirror putting on her eyeliner!!!! 

Shocked, I looked away for a couple of seconds and 
when I looked back she was still putting on the makeup 
but drifting halfway into my lane!! 

It scared me so much (and this coming from a bloke....) 
that I dropped my electric shaver, which knocked the 
bacon roll out of my other hand.  In all the confusion of 
trying to straighten up the car using my knees against the 
steering wheel, it knocked my mobile from my ear, which 
fell into the coffee between my legs, causing it to splash 
and burn BIG JIM AND THE TWINS, causing me to 
scream, which made me drop the cigarette out of my 
mouth, ruined my shirt and DISCONNECTED AN 
IMPORTANT PHONE CALL.  

 F***ing Women Drivers!!!!!!! 

- Anonymous 

 

2007 VK/ TRANS-TASMAN CONTESTS 
160M COMPETITIONS THIS MONTH 

The VK/Trans-Tasman contest continues next month on the 
160m band.  You can enter any or all of the contests which 
consist of a phone and CW contest.  Dates are: 

160m Phone: SAT   7th JULY  
160m CW: SAT  21st JULY 

These Contests are not sprints or marathons. They will provide 
5 to 6 hours of non-stop evening entertainment that should not 
intrude too much on family life or sleep time. 
Extend your dipoles and hook up your ATU's for the 160M 
night ! 
Rules are published in regional AR magazines, and are 
available on the contest website: 
http://home.iprimus.com.au/vktasman 
Queries and comment can be emailed to the Contest Manager 
on:  vktasman@hotmail.com 

HANDHELD SECRETS #3 
RECEIVER OVERLOAD 

Handheld radio receives just fine with the supplied 
"rubber duck" antenna.  But, the receive performance 
seems to go down when connected to an external high-
gain antenna (yagi, etc.).  Why? 

Handheld radios are optimized for best performance 
when used with compact low gain antennas.  High signals 
levels from an external high gain antenna will overload 
the handheld’s front end resulting in poor reception.  
Some radios are fitted with a switchable attenuator so 
that the receiver can cope better with strong signals and 
still have adequate sensitivity for most applications. 

DIGITAL BROADCAST RADIO TRIALS 
EXTENDED TO MELBOURNE 

The Australian Communications and Media Authority has 
extended the Eureka 147 digital radio trials in Melbourne and 
Sydney. 
Trials started in 2003 in Melbourne with a 206MHz 12.5 kW 
ERP transmitter delivering 8 digital audio channels. 
The Melbourne trial, which is being conducted by Broadcast 
Australia, has been extended until June 2008 and the Sydney 
trial being conducted by Commercial Radio Australia until Dec. 
2008. 
 ‘Information gathered in relation to the digital radio trials has 
been important in informing the development of the Australian 
Government’s digital radio policy,’ said Giles Tanner, General 
Manager of ACMA’s Inputs to Industry Division. ‘The 
extension of the trials will enable the testing of recent 
technological advancements which, if successful, will allow for 
significantly improved spectrum efficiency and quality of 
sound. These trials will provide further valuable information 
for both government and industry.’ 
The trials, which are using VHF Band III spectrum, have been 
conducted on an ongoing basis since November 2003 in the 
case of the Melbourne trial and November 2004 in the case of 
the Sydney trial.  While ACMA’s trial policy indicates ACMA 
will generally facilitate trials of a short-term nature only, in this 
instance, ACMA believes that the trials should continue 
because the spectrum has been identified by the Government 
for digital radio with permanent digital radio services expected 
to commence from 1 January 2009. 
ACMA is currently working on a new trials policy for 
broadcasting services bands and non-broadcasting services 
bands spectrum.  This new policy will ensure flexibility in 
situations such as this one where spectrum is already identified 
for long term use by the type of service proposed for trial. 
The objectives of the trial were to: 
* Field-test a new DAB audio encoding system LFA960; 
* Establish relative dropout rates as function of signal strength; 
* Test predictions of threshold-of-audibility and point-of-
failure, 
* Subjectively assess relative performance of current and 
proposed new encoding systems. 
There remains capacity for other Eureka 147 trials in 
Melbourne and in other areas of Australia (MF and VHF 
bands). 

From ACMA Media 
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DRM BROADCAST TRIAL IN CANBERRA 
Broadcast Australia together with SBS had organized a DRM 
test in Canberra (Australia). Both parties were interested in an 
extension of the test phase with technology from 
TRANSRADIO. 
In conjunction with a planned trip to Australia, Christian 
Hoerlle, project manager digital radio at TRANSRADIO 
installed a DRM DMOD 2 exciter at the Canberra station 
(Broadcast Australia’s Gungahlin site). Gungahlin is one of 
Canberra’s northern suburbs. The Installation took place in the 
early hours of 7/2/2007 from 0:00 to 5:00. Although the 
available transmitter was not DRM capable, SBS wanted to 
operate the transmitter in Multichannel Simulcast mode. For 
that reason the regular AM transmission is on 1440 kHz and the 
DRM transmission operates on 1431kHz.  Programme content 
for the Canberra trial is provided by SBS Radio. Furthermore 
the TRANSRADIO DRM exciter is working in conjunction 
with a Harris DAX-3 transmitter operating at an analogue 
output power of 2kW. 
The installation was completed in one night and the DRM 
transmission went on air complying with the ITU spectrum 
masks for AM and DRM transmission.  The comprehensive 
corrective measures built into the DRM DMOD were found to 
be of great benefit when installed in this transmitter unsuited 
for DRM. 
Darryl Fallow, senior transmitter engineer of Broadcast 
Australia, who also accompanied the previous tests, was 
enthusiastic about the simple and fast installation of the 
TRANSRADIO DRM system. In his words: ‘I have never seen 
such a fast DRM installation. For the most part Mr. Hoerlle was 
busy with measurements on the transmitter.  The actual 
installation took place in less than an hour.  Also the simplicity, 
the unproblematic switching between the modes pure DRM, 
Multichannel Simulcast and AM were impressive, one mouse 
click and no system crash whatsoever as had occurred with the 
systems tested so far.’ 
The senior transmission engineer of SBS Collin Elston 
accompanied the installation and was impressed with the good 
MER.  His first receiver tests in the same night showed that 
although the same transmitter was used, a substantially better 
MER was achieved and thus the service area could be 
significantly increased. 
Collin Elston said: ‘Now I understand why the Spanish, with so 
little power in Arganda, achieved a far better coverage 
compared to that in Vietnam.’ 
SBS is very interested in pursuing the test with a 
TRANSRADIO transmitter and with the same power achieving 
an even better coverage. 

BROADCAST AUSTRALIA HOSTS NEW 
MOBILE TV TRIAL 

Broadcast transmission services provider, Broadcast Australia, 
is running a new trial of broadcast mobile TV services at its 
Gore Hill site in Sydney. The three-month trial commenced 
transmission on 7 May 2007 in collaboration with Thomson 
Grass Valley, and Irdeto, the trial license-holder. 
The objectives of the trials are to improve understanding of the 
various technology platforms available for digital video 
broadcasting to handhelds (DVB-H) technology. 
The latest generation of DVB-H head-end and digital access 
and content protection systems will be tested. In addition, the 
trial will test statistical multiplexing, a technique that allows 
more services to be distributed in any given bandwidth, thus 
making better use of any investment in a mobile TV network.” 

The trial will also be 
used to explore the 
reception performance 
and functionality of the 
latest generation mobile 
handsets. Electronic 
program guides (EPG) 
and other interactive 
applications associated 
with Mobile TV 
services will also be 
developed. 
Currently, participants 
in the trial have access 
to five mobile TV 
channels: Australian 
national broadcaster 
channels ABC, ABC2, 
and SBS, plus Turner 

Broadcasting’s CNN and Boomerang. 

FRIDAY NIGHT TRANSMITTER HUNT 
The June foxhunt is on this Friday and will be run by VK3TXO. 
The start will be in the south eastern corner of the Brandon park 
shopping centre, near the intersection of Brandon park drive and 
Magid av. Melway map. 71 C9. 
Supper will be at 10 Olga St, Scoresby.   
All hunts on 2 metres.      Regards  Gary.  VK3TXO   

 2007 ARDF/FOXHUNT CALENDAR 
Events from the ARDF web site – check for updates and further 
details at  www.ardf.org.au and www.melbfox.com.au 
FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt. 
RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an 
orienteering event. 
Bush = Bush orienteering event. 
Inter = International event. 

Type Date Event Map 
Other  Fri, 15 June  Foxhunt   
Bush  Sat, 7 July  NSW Orienteering Champs  Dubbo 
Bush  Sun, 8 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 

- Dubbo Dash  
Dubbo 

Bush  Tue, 10 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 
- Western Plains 1  

Dubbo 

Bush  Thu, 12 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 
- Western Plains 2  

Dubbo 

Bush  Fri, 13 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 
- Schools Relay & Model  

Dubbo 

Bush  Sat, 14 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 
- Long Distance  

Dubbo 

Bush  Sun, 15 July  Aust. Orienteering Champs 
- Relay  

Dubbo 

Inter  Sat, 18 
August  

Friendship Radio Games - 
2007  

US 
Portland 

Inter  Fri, 14,15 & 
16 Sept.  

Region 2 ARDF 
Championships  

US Lake 
Tahoe 

Inter  Sat, 6 Oct.  Oceania DX Contest   
Inter  Sat, 27 Oct.  CQ Worldwide Contest   
Bush  Sat, 27-28 

Oct.  
Rogaining Vic Champs   

 



7 NERG NEWS – JUNE 2007  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . 

2007 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS 
9-10 June  Mt Gambier  
JULY 
7th July VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m phone, 

08-14 UTC  home.primus.com.au/vktasman 
7-8 July GippsTech - The premier conference for VHF, 
UHF & SHF enthusiasts.  Gippsland Campus of Monash 
University in Churchill, (~2 hour drive east of Melbourne).  
www.vk3bez.org 
21 Jul VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m CW 

08-14 UTC (web info as above) 
07 Jul VK/trans-Tasman Contest 160m SSB 
14 Jul Jack Files Contest 
21 Jul VK/trans-Tasman Contest 160m CW 
21 Jul Gippsland Gate Hamfest, Cranbourne, 10am. 
28 Jul Waitakere Sprint SSB 
AUGUST 
Aug 18-19 - International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend 

04 Aug QRP Day CW 
04 Aug Waitakere Sprint CW 
11-12 Aug Remembrance Day Contest, Australia 
25-26 Aug ALARA contest 
SEPTEMBER 
22 Sept Westlakes Cup 
OCTOBER 
20+21 Oct - The 50th Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) involves 
500,000 Scouts and Guides worldwide contacting each other. 
06-07 Oct Oceania DX Contest SSB 
13-14 Oct Oceania DX Contest CW 
NOVEMBER 
17-18 Nov Spring VK-VHF/UHF field day (note new date!) 
26 Dec - 2008 Ross Hull Memorial Contest 
NOTE: Always confirm details closer to the posted date! 
UTC dates may be used for International events. 
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs. 

Proud sponsors of NERG suppers -
    making our meetings even more enjoyable!

Check out the entertainment and special events such as 
wine nights at Di Riccardos web site: 

www.margheritas.com.au

81 Main Road, Lower Plenty Ph: 9434 5793











Gourmet Pasta
Traditional Italian dishes
Relaxed and Friendly 
atmosphere
Comprehensive wine list 
or BYOwine
Live music most nights
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STAMP 

NEXT MEETING:  
7:45pm Thursday14th June 2007 

Guest speaker Chris Long VK3AML – Light Beam Communications 
2007 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD TYPE) 

June 14 NERG meeting – Light Beam Communications with Chris VK3AML 
June 26 Tuesday morning group at VK3VT’s QTH. 
 
July 12 NERG meeting – To be determined. 
July 21 Gippsland Gate Amateur Radio Hamfest, Cranbourne, 10am. 
July 24 Tuesday morning group – Location to be determined. 
July 28 NERG Christmas in July Dinner, Saturday night at the Briar Hill Hall. 
 
August 9 NERG Annual General Meeting and past members get together 

 

The NERG Inc.   RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au 
The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to 
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio.  It 
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in 
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby. 
Membership Fees (due each August): 

Full:  $30    Family:  $40    Concession:  $20  
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 
Committee 

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 
 David Aston VK3THY 
 Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 
 Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 
Repeaters  Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043 

Meetings  

2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Dec. & Jan.) 
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill 
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection)  Melway map ref 21-C3 

Classes 

NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences 

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne) 

Club call - VK3CNE  http://www.nerg.asn.au/vk3cne 
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out 
70cm rpt VK3RMH FM 433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out 
    IRLP node 6350,   EchoLink node 140587 
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts 50.295 MHz  
10m bec’n VK3RMH CW 20Watts 28.2565 MHz 
Packet Radio VK3CNE2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps 
VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. 
Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater: 
2m VK3RSR FM 146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out 

NETS 

NERG NET: 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30-9.30 pm 
Thursdays). Everyone welcome.  NERGs often monitor this 
frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater. 
WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh 

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited: 
 editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY 
 ph: 9435-3043 hm  
 post: 266 Nell Street West,  Watsonia, 3087 

 email:    

STAMP 


