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WHAT’'S ON IN MAY

Due to building works at NERG HALL the regular meeting
for May has been cancelled.

Instead the ANNUAL NERG Social Dinnerwill be held on

the regular meeting nighthursday 10" May, at Di
Riccardos restaurant Details below.

The NERG net on 146.575 MHz FM every Thursday naght
8.30PM varies in participation of half to a dozeemfbers.
Subject matters vary widely, and it's a good chawooceatch up
on all the club activities and news. Visitors always

welcome to join in. Note: the dinner replaces the
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor regular NERG meeting this month
NEXT MEETING: We expect that the June meeting will be

held back at the hall, providing building renovations have BOOK NOW ! ANNUAL NERG DINNER

beﬁn completed. The June meeting is scheduled for Thursday
14" June 2007, starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill Comity ) .

g : : restaurant in Lower Plenty on Thursday evening, 7:0pm,
Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 213. 10" May 2007 (81 Main Road, Lower Plenty, Tel: 9434 5793)

DEJA VU — THE APRIL MEETING All NERGs, family, and friends are invited.

Ted Pawson VK3FEAP was our guest speaker last naomth Don’t miss the lucky door prize!

provided an entertaining and informative talk ohjeats Bookings are essential with Don Haslam VK3KDT on
ranging across th? aircraft industry. _ 0409 024 597 or email to vk3k@nerg.asn.au
We came away with some good advice, such as diamtls Cash payment on the night greatly appreciated.

under the approach to airport runways lest yowunipaled by a . , ) .
chunk of ice! (aircraft can build up ice on wingshigh Di Riccardos is fully licensed (although you may 8 Wine).

altitudes and it may fall off in large chunks as#@rms up The following selections will be available from theenu with
nearer to the ground!). three courses plus tea/coffee for the very readermlite of
$30 per head (with a discount for young childreR)ease
advise Don of any special requirements beforehand:

The long overdue NERG dinner will be heldatRiccardos

There were also some interesting items passed @tbarroom
including an aircraft altimeter and a section ofwift window,

with many good stories to go with each. Entrée —
Many thanks go to Ted for a very educational evgnin Herb/Garlic Pizza plus A Trio of Dipsor

Minestrone Soup seasonal vegetables and vegetable stock.
The NERG appeal P Maing g

NERG is seeking donations to . . . ,
TR establish an Amateur Radio Chicken Parmigana open chicken fillet crumbed and topped

North East Communications and Training centre. with Virginian Ham, Napoli sauce and Mozzarella ete
WSUEELI  The centre's aim is to provide courses Lasagna- Made in the traditional way with layers of

B that will provide complete training in ~ Bolognese, mozzarella and béchamel.

Radio and Electronics to all interested Beef Salad Thin slices of grilled beef served on mixed salad
people. Age is no barrier; we train prospectiveatenrs from with capsicum, tomato, olives and red onion.

school age through to folk in their 80's, with reés often Calamari- Fresh calamari fried and served with mixed salad

seeking involvement in a cqmml_mity based_ hobbyndEuxvi!I and drizzled with chill lime dressing. One of dugst sellers.
be used to purchase teaching aids and radio eqontpmed in

the classes. Desserts
Banyule Givess a service that manages the donation process Lemon Tart— our own original recipe.
for community groups in the Banyule Council regicee Tiramisu — made with mascarpone cheese, sponge finger

more athttp://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg  dipped in coffee, eggs & liqueur.
Tea & Coffee




THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP

The April meeting was held Tuesday, 24 April, & @TH of
Jim VK3KE. Those present were lan VK3XIJ, Gerhard
VK3EWM, George VK3MKK, Ernie VK3FM, Dave
VK3JMB, Greg VK3VT, with a belated entry right ame for
the main course, and host Jim VK3KE. An apologg wa
received from John VK3ZRV.

As usual the culinary effort was superb, with theice of a
beef or chicken casserole, and scalloped potabedsy the
feature of the table, together with fresh breatsycheeses,
salads, dips and spreads and, of course, the tiljgselection
of lollies and nuts, all of which were ‘tested’ the group, with
some relish, during the course of the day. Anchtehcoffee
for the asking.

All present thanked Margie for her efforts in pretsey such an
impressive table. Thanks Margie, just one moretim

As is the norm, the discussion wandered over a euimb
topics, all of which generated earnest and knovdabde
discussion, and a remarkable degree of unanimity.

The shack visit featured Jim’s new Stepplr antemmeéch is
quite an impressive sight as you approach his Qind,which
is already being put to good, and particularly effee use, by
its owner.

The next meeting of the group will be at the QTH=&frhard
VK3EWM, on Tuesday, 22 May, at 10.00 am.

As always, everyone is welcome, but please lehost know
of your attendance a few days in advance.

Regards — Ernie VK3FM.

Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHrng
the day for directions and for the latest rare [PXts.

7" IARU REGION 3 ARDF
CHAMPIONSHIPS

16 — 21 August 2007, Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia.

Radio Sport's Federation (MRSF) as the host soidetgry
pleased to invite teams or individuals to partitépia the 7"
IARU Region 3 Amateur Radio Direction Finding
Championships.

Participation Fees: $400USD per person (inclufigisboard

from 16" evening to 2% morning, free day tour and banquet on

19" evening). The Organizing Committee.

P.0.Box 296, Central Post Office, Ulaanbaatar , tdia
Tel/Fax: 976 11 323635, Internatww.mrsf.mn
E-mail: contact@mrsf.mn

MOORABBIN HAMFEST — SAT. 12 ' MAY

Arguably Melbourne’s largest hamfest (and the flast while)
the Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest ibé&held
on Saturday 12th May (Mothers day weekend).

With a $6.00 entry fee, it opens to buyers at 10. AM

The hamfest is held in the hall at Brentwood Seeaond
College, Watsons Road via Heath St., Glen WavédméyD7)

Snacks and hot food will be available. Sales @f aad used
amateur equipment, accessories, PC, bit's & pieces.

DOOR PRIZES drawn during the day.

All inside and undercover.
Demonstrations of ATV and packet radio.

Talk in via VK3REC 2M repeater on 147.175MHz and on
439.900 70cm VK3RSE

Graeme Lewis VK3GL vk3gl&aanet.com.au 0418 289 928.
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Dear Amateur Radio friends, the Mongolian

2007 VK/ TRANS-TASMAN CONTESTS

The VK/Trans-Tasman contest was originally desigieed
encourage newcomers to try contesting (in partiddtavice
licensees at the time) and continues this traditib@lso suits
amateurs that couldn’t afford a whole weekend terea
contest. It has now grown into four contests laaicbss four
Saturday nights. You can enter any or all of thietests which
consist of a phone and CW contest each on 80 abanres.
Dates are:

80m Phone: SAT 12th MAY
80m CW: SAT 26th MAY

160m Phone: SAT 7th JULY
160m CW: SAT 21st JULY

Each night runs for 6 hours, (5 hours for CW) indlrr stages -
long enough to be interesting without being toaiards, and
providing constant activity, with stations beingvozked each
hour.

The main emphasis is on contacts between VK anstaiions,
with the scoring structured to give all stationseguoal chance,
regardless of their location or time-zone.

Bonus points can be earned each hour, and are esvird
encourage trans-Tasman contacts and participagidfkb
Central and Western zones.

As well as Phone and CW, there are QRP Categamespne
on 80m for SWL's.

An engraved trophy will be awarded to the outrigfriner on
both bands, with certificates for winners and pigtters in
other Categories.

These Contests are not sprints or marathons. Thiegravide
5 to 6 hours of non-stop evening entertainmentshatild not
intrude too much on family life or sleep time.

So, make a note of the details, and give it algetend your
dipoles and hook up your ATU's for the 160M nighd t

The only thing we ask is that you take the timeubmit your
log (even if you don't think you will win). Thisiessential to
make it all worthwhile, and to ensure the on-gangcess of
the Contests. Contest logging programs such aslMiC
VK4SN's Excel spreadsheet simplify the calculatiohscores.

Rules are published in regional AR magazines, aad a
available on the contest website:
http://home.iprimus.com.au/vktasman

Queries and comment can be emailed to the Contesadyer
on: vktasman@hotmail.com

TV REMOTE INVENTOR DIES

Robert Adler, 93, who won an Emmy Award togethethwi

fellow engineer Eugene Polley for the inventionta TV

remote control, died at a Boise nursing home acdartfailure
on February 15 2007.

A prolific inventor, Robert held 180
United States patents during his life.

The Zenith “Space Command” was
the first successful wireless TV
remote control. It used ultrasonic
sound emitted by aluminium tuning
forks hit by small hammers to
control the TV’s mechanical channel
and volume controls.

It had one big advantage over
modern remotes — No Batteries!

However it did upset dogs and was susceptible to
environmental noises.




2007 KAS, "STRANGE ANTENNA"
CHALLENGE

There are a many amateur radio contests each yeaohe
quite as strange as this one! It's not actuatipmtest but a
challenge — a challenge to come up with and mak&acts
using the strangest possible antennas.

Erik Weaver NOEW and Dwayne Walker WB5PLJ host the
event that runs May 26-28, 2007.

The core idea is quite simple:

Assemble make shift antennas using anything exeieptand
pipe. Make multiple contacts with distant statiofisade a fair
amount of information about your antennas andastatso the
effectiveness of each "strange antenna" may beiateal.

Some of the “strange antennas” used in previoussyealude a
railroad track, Aluminium ladders, shopping cautsbrellas, a
bronze statue, and even a fully assembled tentebisto a

These two pickup trucks as really the two halves sifange
dipole. Certainly strange but ingenious antenna!

So what is the point of all this? Gaining a preaitknowledge
on using the debris field left behind in the wake matural
disaster, such as a tornado or hurricane, as aageruld be
very useful.

There are less drastic reasons too.

Setting up your own satellite KZS station provides
opportunity to involve your local hams and the lacadia.
This allows the general public to be exposed totauraadio
and may even bring some inactive hams back intéolde

And possibly the most important aspect of runniagryown
kOs satellite special event station is that its FUN

Get together with some other hams and look thraugh
another's garage and shack. You are bound tafiratiety of
metallic objects that may be pressed into serdca makeshift
antenna. Experiment! Play! Have fun, and thentle¢is in
your area know what a great time you are having!

Strange Antenna Rules:
1. K@S stations* can not use wire antennas;
2. K@S stations* can not use pipe antennas.
3. Non-Kd@S stations use whatever antennas tlhiey w

* This includes all satellite stations as vaadlthe official
KOS special event station.

If it is metal, if you can tune it, and if you chrad enough
power into it to radiate, you can make contacts!

The official web site has a great guide to antanatching.

To clarify somewhat by example, if one of us werdting a
large tent, we could fly the entire tent as an ramae but we
could not just pull out its longest metal poles asd them as
antenna elements. If there is a basket ball hoegite, we can
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use that, but we couldn't just bring the main sufipg pipe
and use that as a vertical element.

Get the idea? Basically, you need to fly entiradkias
antennas, not just pieces of things. Otherwisd just be able
to go buy long lengths of copper pipe and use thsmn
antenna (which would work great, of course).

What would be the fun in that?

These two trucks are fed by a tuner attached th eac
tow bar. The SWR is remarkably low, possibly due t
remarkably high ground losses!
For more information, net frequencies, and guideading
up just about anything, see the challenge web site:

http://www.radiomonkey.org/nOew/k0s/

WHAT ARE YOUR THE ODDS OF DYING?

We all have a 100% chance of dying. The causesgsdertain!
The National Safety Council estimates that off{ieinjuries
and fatalities cost U.S. businesses almost $200rbénnually
in lost productivity. In fact, 9 out of 10 unintégmal injury
deaths and two-thirds of disabling injuries occdro# the job
in 2005. As the No. 1 cause of death for peopleoupt years
old and the fifth leading cause of death overalintentional
off-the-job injuries are a major concern.
Five leading causes of injury death in 2005
Motor vehicles

* 45,800 motor vehicle-related death

* 2.4 million disabling injuries.

* The majority occurred among 15 to 24 yearsold
Falls

* 17,700 fall-related deaths

* Of those, 17,000 took place off the job

* The highest rate of occurrence was for agandolder
Poisoning (including drug overdoses)

* 20,900 unintentional poisoning deaths

* Off-the-job poisoning deaths numbered 20,700

* 19,176 of the victims were male; 6,281 wesméle

* The highest rate of occurrence was in peagled 25-44

Choking

* 4,600 choking deaths

* Of those, 4,500 occurred off the job

* The highest rate of occurrence was in thdsand older
Drowning

* 3,600 drowning deaths

* The vast majority — 3,400 — occurred off fbb
* The highest rate of occurrence was in peagled 45-64

From National Safety Council (USA) Safety+Healtlicke on
off-the-job injuries. www.nsc.org/Irs/statinfo/odds.htm




SCARBOROUGH REEF - BS8H

There is a fair bit of excitement amongst the NERG
DXers with Scarborough Reef coming on air from 29 April
to 5 May. Since the reef was declared a DXCC country
back in 1995 it has been on air only three times. A QSL
card from the reef is highly prized.

The location and size of the reef make it pretty obvious
why it has only been occupied a couple of times in the
past 12 years. For a start it's stuck out in the South
China Sea, 230 km West of nearest landfall in the
Philippines ( and 900km SSE of Hong Kong).

Although the triangular shaped reef is 16 km on a side,
most of it is submerged with only a few rocks reaching
the lofty heights of just a few feet above sea level. The
surrounding waters plummet to a depth of more than 300
metres, and the internal ‘lagoon’ is no more than 3 metres
deep.
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If you think it's hard trying to work these guys, spare a
thought for them too! The following report from James
9V1YC on day 3 gives some insight into the tough
conditions on the reef:

“All 4 operating positions are built and the teaas lyone
from survival in route, to survival while buildingp
survival while in QSO mode.”

“Everyone on the team has cuts from the coral. The
closest access to any of the rocks is over cohharone
has been spared coral scrapes and cuts. Add toubat
100 degree heat and sunburn and you have a dasgerou
environment for all.”

“During the day each shift is 6 hours in heat amblya
wind under a small umbrella. If you are lucky enloug
you get to operate at night. You are left on a rffockl3
hours barely 4 feet above the water in pitch bkittkng
in a folding chair, no where to walk and stretcld an
getting a constant salt spray. You can't see therot
rocks nor the ship and if something goes wrongether
no chance of rescue.”

And he didn’t mention the 30 mph winds, rain, lightning,
pirates, and a stream of visiting fishermen looking for
water and fuel. Two stations sit on wooden platforms
above their rocks and are only large enough to hold one

person, while the other two platforms hold just two
operators.

An international team of 18 operators and 8 supporters
call this Fun!
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A two-man reef station g a previous DXpedition.
For more see www.scarboroughreef.com

CHRISTMAS HILLS ARDF EVENT

This event is being run in conjunction with a Mataéay Special
orienteering event.

Setter: Marta, David and Fitzel

Christmas Hills — RadiO - Bush Event, Sunday, 13 May

Start: Christmas Hills Primary School, Eltham-Ya@ien Road,
Christmas Hills. Melways / VicRoads: 265 E12

Courses: ARDF, CombO, Fox-Or (all 2m) or 5-in-5 80rarg

Start Times:  Staggered starts from about 10:3@ahpin.
80m 5-in-5 may open a bit later.

Cost:  VOA: $8 senior, $4 junior, $20 family. Non ¥O$12 senior,
$6 junior, $30 family. Extra $2 to compete in b&adiO and main
event.

There will be an ARDF and Fox-Or event available2om

A CombO course will also be provided - find the Foxing controls
along with two of the ARDF transmitters, a numbewbich will be
located "in-between" Fox-Or-ing transmitters.

A 5-in-5 80m course will also be available - tryfired all 5 80m
controls within the first cycle. A visual of theaf is all that's required;
no punching cards needed!

2007 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS

MAY
May 12" - VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 80m phone, 08-14 UTC
home.primus.com.au/vktasman

May 12" - Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest,
Brentwood Secondary College,Glen Waverley, 10am.

May 26" - VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, CW (as above)

JULY

July 7" VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m phone, 08-14 UTC
home.primus.com.au/vktasman

July 7+8 - GippsTech - The premier conference fBlFyYUHF

& SHF enthusiasts in Australia. Held at the Gippsl Campus
of Monash University in Churchill, about two houhsve east
of Melbourne. www.gsl.net\vk3bez\index.htm

July 2F"- VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m CW, 08-14 UTC
AUGUST

Aug 18-19 - International Lighthouse/Lightship WeaH

OCTOBER
Oct. 20+21 - The 50th Jamboree On The Air (JOTADIves
500,000 Scouts and Guides worldwide contacting ettudr.

NOTE: Always confirm details closer to the postatet
UTC dates may be used for International events.
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs.
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2007 ARDF/FOXHUNT CALENDAR Bush Tue, 10 July Aust. Orienteering Champs Dubbo
. — Western Plains 1
Events from the ARDF web site — check for updatesfarther ©s e.rn alr_13
details atwww.ardf.org.au  andwww.melbfox.com.au Bush Thu, 12 July Aust. OrlentelerlngZChamps Dubbo
. . . . — Western Plains
FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobilenh _ i I _
RadiO = a simplified direction finding competitiosually held at an Bush Fri, 13 July |  Aust. Orienteering ChampsDubbo
orienteering event. - Schools Relay & Model
Bush = Bush orienteering event. Bush Sat, 14 July| Aust. Orienteering Champ$ubbo
Inter = International event. - Long Distance
Type Date Event Map Bush Sun, 15 July Aust. Orienteering Champs Dubbo
FoxHunt | Fri, 18 May | Foxhunt - Relay
Inter 26, 27 & 28| Shropshire ARDF Festival Inter Sat, 18 Friendship Radio Games -| US
May August 2007 Portland
FoxHunt | Sat, 9 June| Mt Gambier Foxhunting Inter Fri, 14,15 & | Region 2 ARDF Lake
Championships 16 Sept. Championships, USA Tahoe
Other Fri, 15 June| Foxhunt Inter Sat, 6 Oct. Oceania DX Contest
Bush Sat, 7 July | NSW Orienteering Champs  Dubl Inter Sat, 27 Oct.|  CQ Worldwide Contest
Bush Sun, 8 July | Aust. Orienteering ChampDubbo Bush 27-28 Oct. | Rogaining Vic Champs
- Dubbo Dash
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The NERG Inc. RegNo A0006776V  http://nerg.asn.au

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amatadiorclub devoted to
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobamateur radio. It
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless repdstibgather participate in
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby.

Membership Fees (due each August):

Full: $30 Family: $40 Concession: $20
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, GreensborougNic., 3088

Committee

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK

David Aston VK3THY

Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626

Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597
Repeaters Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043

Meetings

2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Relan.)
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Roa8yiar Hill
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection) Melway magte€3

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbour  ne)
Club call - VK3CNE http://www.gsl.net/vk3cne

6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in  53.550 MHz out

70cmrpt  VK3RMH FM  433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out
(IRLP node 6350, EchoLink node 140587 )

2m rpt VK3RSR FM  146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out

6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts 50.295 MHz

10mbec’n VK3RMH CW  20Watts 28.2565 MHz

Packet Radio VK3CNE 1200 bps 2m 144.700 MHz,

VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for DX Cluster fesed
(*Occasional home to the Scout Radio & Electroriceup repeater)

NETS
NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 —09.3
pm Thursdays). Please join the discussions. NE®®a
monitor this frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater
WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.gsl.net/vk3rmh

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:
editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY
ph: 9435-3043 hm
post: 266 Nell Street West, Watsonia, 3087

Classes email:
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amétamces
STAMP
NEXT MEETING:
7:45pm Thursday12 ™ April 2007
NERG Dinner at Di Riccardos restaurant — bookings e ssential

2007 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD TYPE)

. Instead there is the dinner! (see above)

Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest, Brentwood Secondary College, GlenWaverley, 10am

May 10 NERG Dinner at Di Riccardos — details inside!

May 10 NERG Meeting CANCELLED due to building works

May 12

May 12 VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 80m phone, 08-14 UTC, home.primus.com.au/vktasman
May 22 Tuesday morning group

May 26 VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, CW, 08-14 UTC, home.primus.com.au/vktasman

June 14 NERG meeting

June 26 Tuesday morning group

July 12 NERG meeting

July 24 Tuesday morning group
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