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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL 
Meeting this Thursday 12th April, 2007: 
Ted Pawson VK3FEAP is our guest speaker this month.  His 
talk will cover Airlines, Aircraft, and Crash Investigation.  Ted 
started with the RAF and worked with BOAC in England 
before moving to Australia to work with Qantas.  Ted has many 
interesting stories from the era when jet airliners were just 
being introduced.  Of course anything new has its teething 
troubles and jet aircraft had their fair share of troubles.  Ted 
still has a keen interest in aircraft and their restoration, as well 
as his newfound interest in amateur radio! 
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor 

NOTE:  Next month’s meeting on 10th May will not be held 
due to renovations to the NERG Hall.  The NERG Dinner 
will be held instead on this night at Di Riccardos restaurant 
in Lower Plenty. 

Meetings will return to normal in June with the monthly 
meeting scheduled for Thursday 14th June 2007, starting 
7:45pm at the Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View 
Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3. 

DÈJÁ VU – THE MARCH MEETING 
Last month Greg Williams VK3VT gave a great talk on the art 
of foxhunting.  Greg demonstrated some of the gear his team 
uses for the various types of transmitter location events.  There 
was even a complete roof rack with beams and mechanisms for 
rotation.  Greg also ran a beginners foxhunt on the following 
Saturday – give him a call if you’d also like to give it a try! 
There was also discussion about the coming John Moyle Field 
Day.  A tiny bit of planning obviously goes a long way because 
the NERG station VK3CNE on Mount Macedon ran according 
to plan all weekend.  Even the weather was pretty much as 
requested! 

The NERG appeal 
NERG is seeking donations to 
establish an Amateur Radio 
Communications and Training centre.  
The centre's aim is to provide courses 
that will provide complete training in 
Radio and Electronics to all interested 

people.  Age is no barrier; we train prospective Amateurs from 
school age through to folk in their 80's, with retirees often 
seeking involvement in a community based hobby.  Funds will 
be used to purchase teaching aids and radio equipment used in 
the classes. 
Banyule Gives is a service that manages the donation process 
for community groups in the Banyule Council region.  See 
more at: http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg 

ANNUAL DINNER IN MAY! 
Since the NERG hall will be closed for renovations in May and 
a NERG dinner is long overdue, it’s been decided to hold the 
Annual NERG Dinner at Di-Riccardos restaurant in Lower 
Plenty on Thursday evening, 10 May 2007. 
All NERG members, family and friends are invited.  The menu 
will be three courses plus tea/coffee.  A limited choice will be 
available from a set menu at the very reasonable price of 
$30/head.  The dinner is always a popular event and will have a 
raffle and possibly some prizes on offer. 
Bookings must be made with Don VK3KDT, 
 or via email to: contactnerg.asn.au. 
Di Riccardos restaurant is run by the owners of Margheritas 
Pizzas whose pizzas are greatly appreciated on a regular basis 
at NERG meetings! 
Di Riccardos is at 81 Main Road, Lower Plenty 

6 METER BEACON BACK ON AIR! 
The NERG 6 meter beacon on 50.295 MHz is back on air with 
a 10 watt horizontally polarised omni-directional CW signal.  
The VK3RMH 6&10m beacons provide signals to indicate 
band openings and for testing antenna and receivers. 
The 6 meter FM repeater on 53.550MHz is operational but 
requires additional cavity resonators to improve coverage. 
VK3RMH is located near Wattle Glen, approximately 25km 
North East of Melbourne at maidenhead grid QF22OH. 
Please send reports to vk3rmhnerg.asn.au 
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THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP 
The March meeting was held Tuesday, 27 March, at the QTH 
of Dave, VK3JMB.  Those present were Ian VK3XIJ, Gerhard 
VK3EWM, Jim VK3KE, Greg VK3VT, George VK3MKK, 
Ernie VK3FM and host Dave VK3JMB.  
A late withdrawals were John VK3ZRV (no doubt preparing 
for another in the long string of WICEN excercises), and Steve 
VK3JSE who had some silly excuse about being in Perth. 
Whilst Dave was a wonderfully observant and helpful host 
throughout the day, the presence of XYL Carole was obvious 
from the table setting as well as the selection of food presented, 
on-going, being a choice of lovely fresh bread rolls, several 
cold meats, a number of salad vegetables, condiments, biscuits 
and cheeses or dips, cakes, various nuts and a few different 
lollies for the not so serious eating periods.  And endless tea or 
coffee simply for the asking. 
Again the discussion was plentiful, earnest and stimulating, 
with many key world issues successfully solved with apparent 
ease - none of the NERG’s, but everyone else’s! 
I would be remiss if I did not mention that the day was special 
at the JMB residence not so much for the presence of several 
ham mates eating them out of house and home, but because this 
very day Carole and Dave were celebrating their 36th wedding 
anniversary, an occasion that both were heartily congratulated 
on, by all present.  And yes, Dave had bought flowers, and very 
nice they were, too. 
But additionally, to the delight of all present, Carole and Dave 
announced that son Simon and partner Christine were on track 
to deliver their first child, and Carole and Dave’s first 
grandchild, sometime towards the end of September.  Again, 
congratulations were extended to all, although as is often the 
norm in such circumstances, I feel that Carole and Dave were 
given altogether too much credit for the deed! – and I am to 
understand that the first present from the soon to be Nana and 
Pop is already somewhere in Carole’s safe keeping. 
Further news was the elevation of one of our number to WIA 
officer rank, in that Jim VK3KE was congratulated on his 
appointment as Treasurer of that august body. Well done Jim. 
Finally, George VK3MKK showed all his new Yaesu V5 
2-metre handheld, and mentioned that he has ready for erection 
at his QTH a brand new dual band (2 metre and 70 cm) 
vertical, so everybody can expect to hear George much more 
frequently on 146.575 MHz in the not too distant future. 
Correct, George! 
The next meeting of the group will be at the QTH of Jim 
VK3KE, on Tuesday 24 April at 10:00 am. 
As is always the case, all are welcome – but please let Jim 
know a little in advance for catering purposes. 
I hope to see you there for a chat. 
Regards - Ernie VK3FM 
Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz during 
the day for directions and for the latest rare DX spots. 

ONLINE NERG TRADING RETURNS! 
Got something to sell or looking to buy? 
NERG on-line classifieds returns to our web 
site after some down time.  Simply look up 
the bargains at: 
www.nerg.asn.au/classifieds  

JIM VK3KE APPOINTED WIA TREASURER 
The WIA Board recently appointed Jim Baxter VK3KE as WIA 
Treasurer.  Jim (a NERG) has been assisting with the review and 
revision of the structure of the WIA’s accounting system and served as 
Treasurer for WIA Victoria and Amateur Radio Victoria. 

CHUBB TO THE RESCUE. 
Mr. Peter Sellwood, Portable Service Manager for CHUBB 
Australasia recently advised the NERG that he and CHUBB 
have kindly donated 4 knapsack style fire extinguishers for our 
use whenever we "go bush" for Amateur radio exercises.  They 
will be available for both the club's and individuals usage, so if 
you intend going bush for a little in the field DX’ing make sure 
that you take one or more of these units along – they are very 
good insurance. 
The knapsack extinguishers will become part of our safety 
equipment for future field days (just in case the Big Yeller 6kW 
generator starts a grass fire!).   We may leave one near the 
chuck wagon too to fight off those low flying clouds that look a 
bit like bush fire smoke....... :-) 

 
Our many thanks go to Peter and CHUBB for donating such 
valuable safety equipment to the NERG. 

73, Don, VK3KDT 

WEB SITE OF THE MONTH 

ElseeMore - Echolink 
for Blind Operators 
tonywakefield.com.au 
Tony VK3ZTR has developed the ElseeMore computer 
program that assists Blind and Visually Impaired amateurs in 
operating the popular Echolink Internet linking program.  
Echolink enables amateurs to converse with each other using 
personal computers linked together by the Internet.  It also 
allows them to talk to other amateurs through repeaters and 
remote simplex radio nodes that are Echolink equipped. 
Normally Echolink requires the use of the keyboard and mouse, 
and the ability to read menus and text displays.  ElseeMore 
helps visually impaired operators in setting up and holding 
conversations over Echolink by simplifying the user interface.  
Large screen fonts and simplified text displays can be used by 
partially sighted operators, while voice prompts are use by 
totally blind operators to navigate through the Echolink 
controls.  Keyboard input is reduced to a few easily located 
keys.  ElseeMore can be configured by an assistant (either 
locally or over the Internet) so that the blind operator can easily 
access pre-set favourite Echolink nodes. 
Tony says the program has been quite popular not only with 
blind operators but also with operators having 20-20 vision – 
the large font display and speech announcements are great for 
monitoring operations from across the room! 
P.S. Don’t forget to put out a CQ call on NERG’s 70cm 
repeater at Echolink node 140587. 
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THE NERG 2007 JOHN MOYLE STATION 
The NERG’s John Moyle Field Day station on Mount Macedon went 
pretty well this year.  Apart from some rain on the Friday night, the 
weather was very kind to us and everything went according to plan.  
All the usual suspects were there with the usual assortment of radios, 
antennas, masts and generators. 

 
John VK3ZRV making fine adjustments to one of two mobile towers. 

The only thing to let us down was a general lack of DX.  The total 
lack of sunspot activity may have had something to do with this.  It 
appears that the sunspot cycle finally reach the bottom of its 11-year 
cycle on this very weekend!  Other atmospherics were also on 
vacation, with the HF S-meters sitting pretty close to the zero stop 
most of the time, which was fortunate as it made up for the poor 
propagation conditions and allowed us to work the relatively few 
stations that were on the air. 

 
Stephen VK3SN running dual rigs for SSB and FM 

 on the busiest band of all – 2 metres. 

 
Peter VK3DU working 20m with another of the 
 popular ICOM IC-706’s used on the field day. 

 
  Gerhard VK3EWM –operating 40 meters 

from the indoor comfort of the VW. 

 
Ernie VK3FM grabs a quick QSO on 70cm before the 
23cm operator turns the co-mounted beams elsewhere. 

Mr Hepburn’s Tropo predictions were very poor for the weekend 
(www.dxinfocentre.com/tropo_aus.html).  The only indications were 
poor paths for VHF/UHF DX towards Mt Gambier and southern 
NSW.  Indeed we work some VK5’s near Mt Gambier and Adelaide, 
and a VK2, however the number of club field stations operating was 
disappointing and only a few DX numbers were exchanged. 

 
Ewen VK3OW warming the ionosphere with 6 meters. 
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David VK3THY waiting very patiently on 23cm for a QSO… 

 
Greg VK3VT whipping up another gourmet meal for the 

team while things are quiet on 80m. 

 2005 2006 2007 
Band QSOs Score QSOs Score QSOs Score 
160m - - - - 3 6 
80m 80 160 105 206 85 116 
40m 82 164 169 334 80 160 
20m 53 106 29 58 45 90 
10m 1 2 1 2 0 0 
6m 81 1042 107 1436 73 1026 
2m 186 2384 250 3110 144 2376 

70cm 109 1346 79 832 98 1510 
23cm 26 236 29 208 17 284 

Preliminary results above shows big gains on 70cm & 23cm, but 
losses on HF, 6 and 2 compared to last year. 
Notes for next year include making a mains filter for Greg’s new 
generator, and mounting a broader 23cm beam on a separate rotator 
from the 70cm beam as they inevitably want to point in opposite 
directions! 

NEW WAVELENGTH STANDARDS 
For decades the various amateur bands have been referred to by their 
wavelength in metric units.  That may change soon in a call to honour 
our English speaking radio pioneers.  A precedent was set in the 
1960’s when the units of frequency was renamed from cycles per 
second to Hertz, after the European pioneer Heinrich Hertz.  The 
British and their colonies have been miffed ever since. 

English pioneers all used a traditional imperial measurement system of 
one kind or another, so it has been proposed to use the Yard for HF 
bands and Inches for VHF and above.  Long wave bands will be 
measured in Furlongs.  Some common bands become: 

0.5 MHz 600 meters 3 furlongs 
3.5 MHz 80 meters 100 yards 
14 MHz 20 meters 25 yards 
27 MHz 11 meters 13 yards 
146 MHz 2 meters 80 inches 
1296MHz 23 cm   9 inches 
10 GHz 3 cm      111/64” 

Commercial manufacturers are supporting the proposal as it opens a 
brand new market for radios labelled with imperial wavelengths.  
Imperial band switch labels for retro-fitting to older equipment are 
also expected to sell well at local hamfests 

The new wavelength units become mandatory in all IARU regions 
from 1st April 2007. 

More April 1 st news from the South African Radio League: 

Radio Amateurs can do much to stimulate the ionosphere 

Radio Amateurs can do much to heat up the ionosphere and improve 
DX conditions, the South African Radio League was told by a 
prominent space weather researcher. 

"By many radio amateurs transmitting at the same time, the resultant 
RF hitting the ionosphere will cause it to ionise and become active 
like during the high sunspot years", he said. 

He made the point that during major DX contests, the 10 metre band 
opens up while the day before and the day immediately after the 
contest the band is dead. This conclusively proves my point that high 
RF levels impacting on the ionosphere does the trick. 

The South African Radio League is planning to discuss the subject at 
the next Intecnet at the end of April. 

HAMFESTS 
The recent run of hamfests continues with the new Kyneton RadioFest 
offering quite a few new activities.  Next month the MDRC runs their 
popular hamfest in Glen Waverley. 

Centre Victoria RadioFest takes place on Sunday 22nd April , at the 
Kyneton Racecourse, 10am-3.30pm, tickets $10 ea available from 
9am, harmonics under 12 free.  Free tea & coffee.  No pets; no 
alcohol.  Free parking.  Other RadioFest features are: 

    * A ‘Trader Hall’ with major commercial traders 
    * Unique car-boot sales avenue of second-hand equipment 
    * Mini-lecture and demo programs – Limited Space Antennas, 
       ATV, APRS, BPL, PicaSTAR, WICEN emergency group. 
    * Come and try sniffer foxhunting 
    * Terry Murphy’s Dipole factory - build your own 
    * Historical radio display 
    * Advice and help on getting a Foundation Licence 
    * VK3 QSL Bureau registration 
    * WIA – meet representatives & bookshop 
    * Club Corner – ATV, Scouts, Gippstech, APRS, ALARA, 
       Melbourne Wireless, ARDF, IOTA 
    * Bring your picnic lunch or buy hot and cold food and drink from 
       independent and local providers - sausages, hamburger and 
       egg and bacon available from 9am plus sandwiches from 10am. 
    * Children’s playground and free face painting 
    * Mini bus tour of local sights 
    * Lucky door prizes - a Yaesu FT-857D all-band all-mode 
       transceiver, various Antennas, and more! 
It’s only 50 minutes up the Calder Highway (just past Mt. Macedon). 
The Fest is a collaboration between the Midland Amateur Radio Club, 
Central Goldfields Amateur Radio Club and Amateur Radio Victoria.  
For further details: radiofest.amateurradio.com.au 
or email radiofest amateurradio.com.au 

Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest - 12th May 
Brentwood Secondary College, Watsons Road, Glen Waverley, opens 
at 10am. 
Graeme Lewis VK3GL vk3gl aanet.com.au 0418 289 928. 
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2007 ARDF/FOXHUNT CALENDAR 
Jack VK3WWW will run a “come-and-try” ARDF style 
foxhunt at the Centre Victoria RadioFest at the Kyneton 
Racecourse, Sun 22 April. 
Check other updates and details at  www.ardf.org.au  and 
www.melbfox.com.au 
The full ARDF calendar will return next 
month. 

2007 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS 
APRIL  
April 14th & 15th - Radio Maritime Communication Day.  
Celebrating maritime radio with a CW contest. 1200-1200 
UTC,  www.radiomaritimeday.org 
April 22nd - Centre Victoria RadioFest, Kyneton Racecourse 
April 28th - International Marconi Day.  24-hr event. Contact 
historic Marconi sites to celebrate the birth of G. Marconi on 
the 25th April 1874.  www.gb4imd.org.uk 

MAY  
May 12th - VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 80m phone, 08-14 UTC 
home.primus.com.au/vktasman 

May 12th - Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest, 
Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley, 10am. 
May 26th - VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, CW (as above) 

JULY  
July 7th VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m phone, 08-14 UTC 
home.primus.com.au/vktasman 
July 7+8 - GippsTech - Premier conference for VHF, UHF & 
SHF enthusiasts. Gippsland Campus of Monash University in 
Churchill, about two hrs drive east of Melbourne 
www.qsl.net\vk3bez\index.htm 
July 21st - VK/Trans-Tasman Contest, 160m CW, 08-14 UTC 

AUGUST 
Aug 18-19 - International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend 

OCTOBER 
Oct. 20+21 - The 50th Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) involves 
500,000 Scouts and Guides worldwide contacting each other. 
NOTE: Always confirm details closer to the posted date! 
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs. 
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STAMP 

NEXT MEETING:  
7:45pm Thursday12 th April 2007 

Early Aircraft and Airlines of Australia – Ted VK3F EAP 

2007 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD  TYPE) 

April 12 NERG Meeting – Talk: History of Airlines i n Australia, Qantas’s part and Early Aircraft 
April 15 25th Anniversary Radio Display – 1pm-4.30pm, Historical Radio Society of Australia, Holmesglen 

TAFE Conference Centre, $5 entry for public. More at: www.ozradios.com 
April 22 Centre Victoria RadioFest (Sunday) Kyneton Racecourse, 10am-3.30pm, $10 admission. 
April 24 NERG Gainfully Unemployed Morning Tea Grou p meets 10 am at QTH of Jim VK3KE 
May 10 Annual NERG Dinner at Di Riccardos – detail inside this issue. 
May 10 NERG Meeting CANCELLED due to building works . 

NERG dinner will take place instead. 
May 12 Moorabbin and District Radio Club Hamfest - Brentwood Secondary College, Watsons Rd. Glen 

Waverley, opens at 10am. 
May 22nd NERG Tuesday Morning Tea Group, commencing 10am at the home of Gerhard VK3EWM 

 

The NERG Inc .   RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au 

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to 
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio.  It 
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in 
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby. 
Membership Fees (due each August): 
Full:  $30    Family:  $40    Concession:  $20  
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 
Committee 

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 
 David Aston VK3THY 
 Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 
 Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 
Repeaters  Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043 

Meetings  
2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Dec. & Jan.) 
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill 
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection)  Melway map ref 21-C3 

Classes 
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences 

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbour ne) 

Club call - VK3CNE  http://www.qsl.net/vk3cne 
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out 
70cm rpt VK3RMH FM 433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out 
    IRLP node 6350,   EchoLink node 140587 
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts Horz. 50.295 MHz  
10m bec’n VK3RMH CW 20Watts Vert. 28.2565 MHz 
Packet Radio VK3CNE2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps 
VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. 
Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater: 
2m VK3RSR FM 146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out 

NETS 

NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 – 9.30 
pm Thursdays). Please join the discussions.  NERGs often 
monitor this frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater. 
WEB Sites:  http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh 

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:  
 editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY 
 ph: 9435-3043 hm  
 post: 266 Nell Street West,  Watsonia, 3087 

 email:    

STAMP 


