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Meeting Thursday 14™ September, 2006:

This month’s guest speaker should interest anyone with an
interest in Amateur Radio, especially the newcomers to the
hobby. Robert Broomhead VK3KRB will be there to talk
about the practical and political challenges facing Amateur
Radio within Australia and around the world, and how the
Wireless Institute of Australia goes about protecting our
privileges. The huge jobs of Nationalising the WIA and
introduction of the Foundation Licence are out of the way, so it
will be interesting to hear what the WIA has planned next.

NERG was the 100" club to affiliate with the ‘new” WIA and
encourages all of its members to join the WIA — after all, your
support will be to your hobbies advantage.

Hope to see everyone at the meeting. Visitors welcome!
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BY'Y, NERG NEWS Editor

The monthly meetings are held from 7:45pm at the
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd,
Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3.
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After a short AGM, Mark Beecham VK3XB/VK3XXX talked about
some interesting software systems developed in Australia by a
subsidiary of the Boeing aircraft company that he works for.

If you’re an air traveller then you’ve probably never worried about the
arrivals and departures of any other aircraft than your connecting
flights, which can be stressful enough! Air traffic and airport
managers however need to worry a whole lot about the hundreds of
arrivals and departures going on around the world simultaneously. A
minor delay of one aircraft at a busy airport can potentially cause a
ripple-on effect that reschedules flights right around the world. Throw
in a finite number of airport gates, staff, and ground services and
you’ve got one enormous scheduling challenge. Mark showed how
the scheduling software manages all this and the type of real time
information that is fed to the system so it can make the best
judgments. No doubt the software got a good stress test during the
recent London security lockdown!

Thanks Mark for an interesting look at this side of flying.
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The Annual General Meeting of the NERG was held in August and

was conducted with due diligence and speed! Reports from President,
Secretary, and Treasurer were accepted by the majority.

Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV reviewed the many activities
undertaken over the past year. These included the introduction of the
very successful Foundation classes, the ARISS contact with the
International Space Station and Briar Hill Primary School, the John
Moyle Field Day contest, Amateur Radio Open Day, and the
successful setting up of club facilities at the Briar Hill Community
Hall. The Gainfully Unemployed Group (i.e. Tuesday gastronomic &
world problem solvers) continues to meet every 4™ Tuesday, while the
Thursday night NERG net has good attendance. Many thanks go to
all involved in making those activities so successful.
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NEXT MEETING:
Thursday 14" SEPTEMBER 2006

The WIA — our representative
Robert Broomhead VK3KRB

ol
WIA President Michael Owen VK3KI (left) with Robert VK3KRB

All previous office holders had been nominated prior to the meeting,
and all were re-instated without the need for elections since no other
nominations were received.

Ernie VK3FM and John VK3BIZ (Publicity officer) also officially
join the committee, having ably assisted the committee during the
previous year.
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The September edition of the WIA’s Amateur Radio magazine
featured a 3 page story on the contact between the International Space
Station and Briar Hill Primary School facilitated by the NERG earlier
this year. Natalie and her students even made it onto the cover photo.
It just goes to show that one dedicated person, in this case Don
VK3KDT, can make big and exciting things happen!
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NERG president, turned historian has started writing a history of the

NERG. If you have any interesting anecdotes or photos, please
contact Greg Williams at ph 9432 0563 or email: vk3vt at nerg.asn.au

The NERG fund raising

appeal is seeking donations to
establish an Amateur Radio
Communications and Training centre.
The centre's aim is to provide courses
that will provide complete training in
Radio and Electronics to all interested people. Age is no barrier; we
train prospective Amateurs from school age through to folk in their
80's, with retirees often seeking involvement in a community based
hobby. Funds will be used to purchase teaching aids and radio
equipment used in the classes.

is a service that manages the donation process for
community groups in the Banyule Council region. More at:
www .ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg

Make a donation to
North East
Radio Group
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Last month a small bunch of amateurs activated the NERG callsign
VK3CNE for the 2006 Remembrance Day Contest. This is the first
time NERG have contested from the new radio room at the Briar Hill
Hall and found the location has quite good VHF and UHF coverage.

This was primarily an opportunity for our new Foundation operators
to get on the air, with three of our new Foundation operators coming
along, and several more exchanging contest numbers over the air.

This was also a chance to play with the club’s new HF transceiver.
The Yaesu FT-897D 1.8-430 MHz rig was quite nice — once we
worked out how to drive it. It took some time to figure out how to set
up the radio to work with the separate automatic tuner, and a bit more
work to configure the radio the way we wanted it - certainly not
something to attempt without a manual close at hand!

As with most modern compact multi-mode rigs, many adjustments and
options are selected through menus displayed on the LCD screen. The
Yaesu is no different, except that Memory Channel knob selects
options and settings rather than pushing buttons like in the ICOM IC-
706. This knob also has other functions, so the trick is to find the
secret button to put it in menu mode; otherwise you end up off
changing frequency! There are literally hundreds of useful settings,
even one that changes the colour of the LCD display backlight!
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Mark and Nick playing with the new Yaesu HF box from Benelec

After changing a few factory default settings (we’d been warned the
default audio settings weren’t too good), and after fixing a fault in our
antenna ground, we eventually got on air and made a few contacts on
80 metres with good reports.

Kimberly and Nicole on 2m & 70cm with a borrowed 1C706

We did most of the logging on computers using the VK Contest
Logging program from Mike VK3AVYV, which worked very well.
The only minor problem occurred when the HF station worked some
stations on 6m and discovered (quite rightly) that the HF logging
computer doesn’t accept 6m entries. Fortunately the VHF logging
computer wasn’t far away, but it did mean disrupting 2m contacts
while we entered the 6m details on their computer.

Overall it was a good start for many more contests to come!
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Hmmm, must be something interesting going on here!

The NERG is run by the committee and a core group of
volunteers who do most of the work — that’s how it goes in
small clubs like ours, and we do it gladly because it’s our
hobby. However the club is capable of a lot more if given a
little help from its members.

For instance, it has been suggested that we run a hamfest, build
projects, organise social gatherings, and compete in events.
We now have the facilities to make many of these activities
possible. All we need now is the encouragement and some
people to organise and run such events. So if you have a pet
interest, let the committee know and we’ll provide you with
every possible assistance to get the idea off the ground.

One area that needs urgent help is in the organising of guest
speakers for the monthly meetings. This simply requires
someone to make contact with a speaker and negotiate a
suitable meeting date. It’s not an onerous position, but a very
important one that the committee sometimes has to neglect
while distracted by other tasks.

Let us know if you can help — even if only on an occasional
basis!
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The group met at the home of Carole and Dave VK3JMB and
A had a wonderful time last month. The food was

delicious and vast in quantity. The company
was very good with Ernie VK3FM, Greg
VK3VT, George VK3KMM, lan VK3XIJ, Mark
VK3XB and Jim VK3KE. The friendship display
was just delightful to witness. The constant
supply of eats and drinks made for a very relaxed environment.
The discussions were varied and at time thoughtful. Morning
tea eventually wound up at just on 3pm.

The next lunch will be at the home of Marg VK3VOJ and Jim
VK3KE from 10am on Tuesday the 26th of September.

Cheers, Jim, VK3KE

Listen out on the NERG chat channel of 146.575 MHz during
the day for directions, and for the latest DX spots.

$ - "+
We had a good response with NERGs renewing their
memberships at the AGM. Reminder notices will be sent out to

lapsed members shortly. To save us the work, please send fees
to: NERG, PO box 270, Greenshorough, Victoria, 3088

Full member: $30; Family: $40; Concession: $20

Foundation students have generally already paid their 2007
membership as part of course fees.
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By Don, VK3KDT, with photos by himself and John VK3ZRV

About 30 NERG's, their families and friends had a fantastic
night on Saturday August 26 and for those who missed out, we
detail here some of the activity that went on.

The NERG's Christmas in July celebrated in August was an
unparalleled success due to the fine efforts of our El Presidante,
Father Christmas, and Master Chef, Greg VK3VT and his team
of Elf's, Denise (VT's XYL), Marg VK3VOJ, Rochelle
VK3FANG, Andrew VK3FBAX and Jim VK3KE. Greg and
the team spent the day cooking and setting up the hall with 3
Weber cookers plus the biggest boiler on a gas stove ever seen
outside the kitchen, an oven crammed with goodies and a full
stove top with vegies, gravy and sauces all bubbling away.
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White linen tables were all set with the finest china and
silverware and were decorated with Christmas candles,
serviettes, dishes of nuts, chocolates and other sweets, bottles
of wine, soft drink and jugs of water, decorated glasses and
even streamer pops.

Hungry Hoards!

With everyone seated and with Christmas Carols playing softly
in the background, Greg and his helpers produced in buffet
style on a long table at the front of the hall, massive dishes and
bowls of succulent melt in your mouth Roast Lamb in Gravy,
tender and moist Turkey Breast, Smoked Ham off the bone,
Roasted Pumpkin and Potatoes, Peas, Beans and of course,
Jellied mint and other sauces. A true Christmas fare, but more
was to come!

So that’s what was going on down the in the kitchen; - back in the
main hall the EIf's had worked some real magic transforming the hall
from being a bare room to one full of Christmas cheer and sparkle. We
had Christmas lights twinkling on the walls, a big Christmas tree
flashing on and off with Santa's own Christmas steam train running on
a circular track beneath.
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"peace-de-resistance™, a truly massive plum pudding, one that
had been cooking away outside in the boiler as mentioned
earlier. What a pudding it was, everyone had a large portion,
served with a white brandy sauce and ice cream and when we
all finished several portions were still on the serving plate.
Additional to the pudding was fresh fruit salad for those who
could manage a little. 1 did not mention earlier but several
bottles of much admired liquid were consumed and many a
discussion of their merits was undertaken.

i
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N '_Greg and Anne drawihg the raffle

During the brief pause between the main course and the
pudding, our raffle was drawn by Anne the XYL of Tony
VK3TQC who donated the "Gentle Annie Vineyard" bottles of
wine.
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1% prize went to Don VK3KDT

2" to Chris VK3CKH, and

3" to Michael VK3CH

The Raffle raised $199.00
John VK3ZRYV spoke on behalf of all and thanked Greg, Denise,
Marg, Rochelle, Andrew, Jim, and all others whose efforts made the
night one truly to remember, one that the December BBQ will find
hard to equal. John then thanked Tony VK3TQC for his generous
donation of the wine used as prizes in our raffle. We echoed John’s
thanks and do so again now - THANKS to you ALL!
As many at the dinner will attest, the Gentle Annie Wine is a very
good drop and is available for purchase at very reasonable rates via
Tony and partners at email address: info@gentle-annie.com
BUT WAIT - THERE'S MORE!!! Heard on the grape vine that
the NERG will be having another Dinner with another theme. | won't
give the game away and mention what it will be but if you use your
NOODLE and try Peking not DUCKing between the lines you may
get a hint of what's in flavour for us. Please remember not to walk on
the Lemon Grass and be wary when shaking hands with the man who
milks coconuts. When....? Watch this space in the coming months.
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In case you haven’t caught up yet, Jaycar Electronics Springvale
(Mulgrave) store has moved to larger premises at Corner of
Springvale & Dandenong Rds, Springvale, Ph: (03) 9547 1022 Open

Mon-Thu: 8.30 - 6.00, Fri: 8.30 - 8.30, Sat: 9.00 - 5.00, Sun: 10.00 -
4.00. Jaycar is a supporter of the NERG.
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VK3RMU (Mt. St. Leonards, AR Vic) now has a 2m repeater
on 147.375MHz +600kHz offset, with 91.5Hz CTCSS tone
required for access. The 70cm repeater is on 438.075MHz and

does not require CTCSS at this stage. These repeaters are not
linked.

VK3RMN (King Lake, WICEN) linked repeaters on 2m &
70cm now require 91.5Hz CTCSS tone to access both inputs.
Frequencies are 146.850MHz +600k & 439.450MHz -5Mhz.

VK3RPU (Arthur’s Seat, AR Vic) on 439.825MHz -5MHz
offset also requires 91.5Hz CTCSS tone for access.
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Previous NERG member Ron Rowe, VK3BKH, is retiring from
amateur radio and is offering his entire station for sale. This

would be a great start for anyone stepping up from Foundation
licence to a high powered licence. Consists of:

- Kenwood TS-520S HF transceiver with 2nd VFO, 160-10m,
CW/SSB, 100W

- Yaesu FT-980 HF
transceiver, 10-160 m +
WARC, (RX: 0.15-30
MHz), AM/FM/SSB/CW,
100 W

AM/FM/SSB/CW, 100 W

- KDK 2m transceiver

- Nally free standing 1/2 tilt-over tower (approx 8m)

- Kenpro rotator & Controller

- VK 13.8 Volt power supply

- Kenwood SWR meter & Low Pass Filter

- 5-port antenna switch

- Triband HF beam

- Various cables and coax
Asking Price: $3,000 (items will NOT be separated).
Contact Ron on PH: (03) 9404 3841
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Check out the entertainment and special events such as
Italian cooking classes at Di Riccardos web site:
www.margheritas.com.au
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The next Friday night mobile fox hunt is on 15th September.
Start is at Blackburn North Shopping Centre, Cnr Springfield
Rd and Williams Rd, Blackburn Nth. Supper is in Donvale.
Cheers, Stirls VK3MZ. For more news see:
http://www.melbfox.com/, and:
http://lists.id.oz.au/wws/info/melb-fox
% % + %"~
OCTOBER
21-22" JOTA and JOTI
29 Daylight savings starts in Vic/NSW/SA/Tas
Local time = UTC+11 hours.
NOVEMBER
5" Ballarat Amateur Radio Group Hamfest
lan McDonald VK3AXH vk3axh@barg.org.au
Confirm details closer to the posted date — some will change.
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs.
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Events come from the ARDF web site — please check for updates and
further details at www.ardf.org.au
FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt.
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RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an
orienteering event.

Inter indicates an International event.

Type Date Event

RadiO Sun, 3 Sept. Eureka Club & RadiO

- an optional low-key training event.
ARDF World Championships

in Primorsko, Bulgaria till 17 Sept.
Foxhunt

Albert Park Sunday Special & RadiO
RadiO Sun, 15 Oct. Emerald Sunday Special & RadiO
FoxHunt  Fri, 20 Oct. Foxhunt

Other Sat, 21 Oct. JOTA

Other Fri, 17 Nov. Foxhunt

RadiO Sun, 19 Nov. Macedon, BK, OV Presentations, with
special teams event.

Foxhunt

Inter Tue, 12 Sept.

FoxHunt  Fri, 15 Sept.
RadiO Sun, 1 Oct.

FoxHunt  Fri, 15 Dec.



RegNo AO006776V 7566 Classes _ _
The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio. It Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbourne)
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in Club call - VK3CNE http://www.gsl.net/vk3cne
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby. 6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in  53.550 MHz out
Membership Fees (due each August): 70cmrpt  VK3RMH FM  433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out
Full: $30 Family: $40 Concession: $20 IRLP node 6350, EchoLink node 140587
Send to: NERG, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts 50.295 MHz —Off air
Committee 10mbec’n VK3RMH CW  20Watts 28.2565 MHz
President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 Packet Radio VK3CNE2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster.
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater:
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 2m VK3RSR FM  146.375 MHzin  146.975 MHz out
Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 NETS
David Aston VK3THY NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 — 9.30 pm
John Kent VK3BIZ (publicity) Thursdays). Please join the discussions. NERGs often monitor this
Ernie Walls VK3FM frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater.
Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 WEB Sites: http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.gsl.net/vk3rmh
Repeaters ~ Mark Harrison  VK3BYY 9435 3043 NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:
Meetings ) editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY
2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Dec. & Jan.) ph: 9435-3043 hm
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill post. 266 Nell Street West, Watsonia, 3087
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection) Melway map ref 21-C3 email: mews@mnerg.asn.an

HERG STAMP
North—EastRadio Group VK3CHE GOES
NERG Incorporated 1985
BOX 270 GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088 H EREI
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Sept. 15 Friday Night Mobile Transmitter Hunts. Starts Blackburn North Shopping Centre
Sep 23-24  Rally of Melbourne, Yarra Glen to Marysville, WICEN comms support: Mark Dods VK3XMU

Oct1 ARDF - Albert Park Sunday Special & RadiO
Oct7 Mini-Marathon, Murray River, Echuca, WICEN comms support: John Brown VK3JJB
1 , %
Oct 21-22 Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) and on the Internet (JOTI)
Oct 15 ARDF - Emerald Sunday Special & RadiO
Oct 20 Friday Night Mobile Transmitter Hunts.
B2 %

Nov 17 Friday Night Mobile Transmitter Hunts.




