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WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST 
Meeting Thursday 10th August, 2006: 

It’s time for another Annual General Meeting 
- scheduled for 8pm Thursday 10th August. 

A short AGM  is expected where the business 
of presenting annual reports and electing 
office bearers will be conducted as rapidly as 
possible.  Then we can get on with the serious 

business of a sure to be interesting talk by NERG Mark 
VK3XB  (triple-X) about some interesting IT systems and 
computer simulations used by the Boeing aircraft company.  
Finally there is the annual birthday party supper. 

NERG will run VK3CNE as a contest station in the 
Remembrance Day contest (12/13 Aug) at the Briar Hill hall.  
This is intended to be a beginners-friendly station and we hope 
to introduce our foundation members to the fun of contesting 
in a very relaxed way.  We’ll be operating from 6pm Saturday 
onwards until we run out of contacts and all the visitors leave.  
Sunday is a possibility – give us a call if you are interested. 

Don’t miss the NERG Christmas in July Dinner!  It’s 
slipped into August (the 26th) making the weather even more 
suitable for a traditional Christmas dinner :-) 

Hope to see everyone at the meeting.  Visitors welcome! 
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor 

The next regular monthly meeting is on Thursday 10th 
AUGUST starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill Community 
Hall, 126 Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3. 

DÈJÁ VU – RECENT MEETINGS 
Last month Jack, vk3www, gave a presentation on Video 
Editing.  Jack demonstrated several video editing tools 
running on a standard notebook PC.  Many PC users already 
have "Windows Movie Maker", part of Windows XP.  For 
more sophisticated projects Sony’s "Vegas Movie Studio" and 
"DVD Architect Studio" make the job easier.  They are 
available as trial versions from the Sony website. 

Jack says there is a lot of good information about video 
hardware and software at the site www.videohelp.com 
Sound effects can be found at www.sounddogs.com  You can 
save the MP3 sample files and loop them into your videos.  A 
very popular (and free!) audio editor is Audacity – great for 
cleaning up sound tracks and compiling narration – it’s at: 
audacity.sourceforge.net 
Although they say you should never go on stage with 
computers, the software mostly worked and we are now all 
ready to start producing our first block buster videos. Several 
members went away to acquire editing software and we look 
forward to seeing a few more NERG productions shortly! 

MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE 
NERG memberships are due at the AGM this month.  Unlike 
the price of bananas, NERG membership fees remain the same 
as last year: 

Full member: $30, Family: $40, Concession: $20  

Membership renewals can be paid at the meeting or posted to: 
NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Victoria, 3088 

Foundation students need not worry as most have already paid 
their membership in the course fees! 

The NERG appeal 
NERG is seeking donations to establish an Amateur Radio 

Communications and Training centre.  The 
centre's aim is to provide courses that will 
provide complete training in Radio and 
Electronics to all interested people.  Age is 
no barrier; we train prospective Amateurs 
from school age through to folk in their 

80's, with retirees often seeking involvement in a community based 
hobby.  Funds will be used to purchase teaching aids and radio 
equipment used in the classes. 
Banyule Gives is a service that manages the donation process for 
community groups in the Banyule Council region.  See more at: 
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/banyulegives/nerg 
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THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP 
A great day was had by those attending the 
meeting at Ernie (VK3FM) and Jan's.  
There was a constant supply of cooking and 
coffee (tea for those) and the chatter just 
kept going.  Those present were Dave 
VK3JMB, Jim VK3KE, Gerhard 
VK3EWM, Mark VK3XXX and Ian 

VK3XIJ. 
The next meeting will be at the home of Dave (VK3JMB) and 
Carol at 10am on Tuesday the 22nd August. 
      Warmest regards, Jim 
Listen out on the NERG chat channel on 146.575 MHz during 
the day for directions, as well as the latest DX spots. 

ANOTHER RADIO FAMILY JOINS NERG NET 
Marg VK3VOJ and Jim VK3KE have succeeded into getting 
daughter in law Rochelle and son Andrew to join the amateur 
ranks as VK3FANG and VK3FBAX respectively.  Rochelle 
joined the NERG net last Thursday night with excellent 
signals from QTH located in the hills to our North. 

UNDER 16’S GO SOLO 
Until recently ACMA has been imposing a conditional requirement 
for licensees under the age of 16 to only operate amateur equipment 
under the supervision of a licensed amateur over the age of 16. 

The WIA immediately objected to the condition, advancing a number 
of reasons including the fact that the condition was inconsistent with 
the whole object of the Foundation licence and in direct contradiction 
of the "Outcomes" paper, where it was said it was decided not to 
introduce an age limit for operating under the Foundation licensing 
option.  It is not a condition of the class licence covering CB 
equipment and so discriminated against amateur licensees who were 
trained in the relevant safety aspects. 

As more licences were issued with the condition, more people 
became aware of it and expressed their concern to the WIA. 

Alan Jordan of ACMA has now advised the WIA as follows: "I refer 
to representations from the Wireless Institute of Australia about the 
imposition of a licence condition requiring the operation of Amateur 
stations by licensees less than 16 years of age to be supervised by a 
licensed Amateur over the age of 16. 

This requirement has been reviewed and I am pleased to advise that 
the condition will not be applied from this date. Those licences 
already subject to that particular condition will be reissued in the 
near future. 

Amateur licences will, on application, be issued to any person who 
demonstrates at examination that he or she possesses the necessary 
knowledge and skills." 

The WIA welcomes ACMA's decision. 

- WIA news, 20 July 2006 

RIG CONTROLER FOR THE RD CONTEST 
Breaking News – just in time for the RD contest! 

Greg VK3VT has made his new VT Rig control software 
available at:  http://www.noorabil.com/VTRigControl.html 

VT Rig integrates the freely available VKCL logging program 
with the Omni-Rig software that talks to many PC controllable 
rig.  Instructions and links to download all the software you’ll 
need are on the web site. 

Designed for the VHF/UHF part of the RD contest, this 
package makes changing bands and modes a breeze, saving 
time twiddling knobs and checks you are in the right band 
segment at all times (this year you can make CW, FM and 
SSB contacts on the same band and within the same time 
period provided contacts are held in the designated WIA band 
plan segments for those modes). 

JOIN THE FUN AT THE  
NERG RD CONTEST STATION! 

Calling all NERGs!  The club station VK3CNE will be on the 
air for the RD contest.  We plan to run from the Briar Hill hall 
for the first time.  We are not intending to run a highly 
aggressive station - on this occasion we'd rather spend time 
helping newcomers learn a bit about contesting and have a bit 
of fun working as many HF, VHF and UHF bands as possible. 

The contest runs from 6pm Saturday 12th to 6pm Sunday 13th 
August 2006.  We hope to run from 6pm Sat to midnight – 
after that it will depend on interest level!  Sunday is not 
definite at this stage – give us a call before visiting. 

Cheers, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY  

2006 REMEMBRANCE DAY CONTEST 
The very popular Remembrance Day Contest for 2006 will be 
held on August 12-13 2006, for 24 hours commencing 0800 
UTC on the Saturday evening.  The contest is open to all 
amateurs and encourages interstate competition. 

The rules have been overhauled this year to stimulate activity 
without loosing the true spirit of the contest which is to 
commemorate the amateurs who died during World War II.  
Friendly participation is encouraged and all helps to improve 
the operating skills of participants.  The RD is always held 
close to 15 August, the date on which hostilities ceased in the 
southwest Pacific area. 

The overall winner is now based on the number of logs 
submitted by each state, regardless of individual scores.  It is 
critical that all amateurs in your state, running anything from 
a handheld to the largest DX station, submit their logs! 

Some of the rule changes are: 

- Overall winning state determined by number of logs sent in. 

- Bonus Points for Distance on HF has been removed. 

- Double points for contacts between 1am-6am LOCAL time. 

- RST numbers need not be exchanged unless requested 
(however a serial number starting from 001 is essential).  All 
RST numbers sent they must be truly representative. 

- Immediately working the same station with FM, SSB and 
CW on same band is now allowed (each mode must be in the 
prescribed segment of the WIA band plan). 

- No contacts allowed through the Internet (inc. IRLP or 
ECHOLINK) or through repeaters.  Direct contacts only! 

- No digital modes allowed – only SSB, FM; and CW. 

- Separate HF and VHF logs still required.  Separate logs are 
no longer required for each mode. A separate serial number 
sequence must be used in each log (i.e. both start at 001). 

- Stations may be reworked after 2 hours on both HF & VHF. 
The full rules for the 2006 RD Contest appear in the WIA website 
contest section and the July issue of AR magazine. 

Submitting Computer Logs is encouraged.  WIA has a new secure 
contest web site that has been set up to avoid last year’s problems 
with lost logs. 

The latest versions of the following programs have been tested and 
are highly recommended for logging the RD: 

VK Contest Log (VKCL) from Mike Subocz VK3AVV: 
  web.aanet.com.au/mnds/  

John Drew’s VK5DJ RD logging program: 
  vk5dj.mountgambier.org/Amateur_radio.html 

WinRD+ from James McBride VK6FJA:   
http://www.rjmb.net/rd/index.htm 

Good luck in the contest (and don’t forget to send in a log!) 
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NERG DINNER - 
‘CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST’ 

The NERG Dinner takes place at the Briar Hill Community Hall 
on Saturday evening, 26th August. 

Everyone is invited to bring their family and friends to enjoy a 
traditional style Christmas Dinner with the NERG. 

 

Menu: 

Roast Turkey and Lamb plus Ham on the Bone 
served with Roast Vegies and Greens 

Plum Pudding and Brandy Sauce 

BYO drinks 
The NERG raffle and other prizes will be drawn on the night. 

Tickets will be available at the August NERG meeting 
for a donation of $20 / head. 

Please contact Greg VK3VT if you can help out with catering 
or have a spare Weber BBQ (ph 9432 0563). 

 

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST RAFFLE 
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NEW CALL FREQUENCY FOR 10m 
Following dialogue with Australian 28 MHz operators, the WIA has 
allocated a suggested 28 MHz national calling frequency of 28390 
kHz.  "We received good feedback to our request for a suitable 
frequency" WIA Director, Glenn Dunstan VK4DU said.  "The new 
frequency, which is outside of the DX segment of the band, will 
provide a focal point for VK 28 MHz operations" Glenn said. 

- news from WIA web service 

ACMA CLARIFIES CROSSBAND REPEATER 
USE BY FOUNDATION LICENCEES 

Amateur Radio Victoria last week sought to clarify a common 
misconception held by some of our Foundation Licensees on 
the use of cross-band repeaters and IRLP systems. 

The query regards the use of a repeater system that includes 
output/s on bands not permitted by that licence.  A 
clarification was obtained from the ACMA. 

It states that if a radio amateur transmits the CTCSS tone that 
gives them access to a band for which they are not licensed 
then they (transmitting person) commit the breach of their 
licence conditions. 

The ACMA also rules that 'amateurs may only gain access to 
repeaters that have input and output frequencies within bands 
authorised under the amateur’s own licence.' 

That is the latest from the ACMA. Earlier this year the 
ACMA had considered that maybe the repeater licensee 
was responsible, and some radio amateurs had relied upon 
that now discontinued position. 
While the latest advice from the ACMA is clear, it also plans 
to clarify the situation in the next revision of the Amateur 
Licence Condition Determinations due for release before the 
end of 2006. 

As always, we should be careful in helping our new 
Foundation Licensees who are finding their way in the hobby. 

- From Amateur Radio Victoria. 
NN Editors Note:  Cross band repeaters with outputs outside the 
foundation bands generally require a tone to active them. 
CTCSS tones (other than 123 or 91.5 Hz) are generally used to 
activate cross-linked repeaters (such as 88.5 Hz required for the 
VK3RHF 10m/6m/70cm/23cm cross-band repeater).  Foundation 
operators finding they need to use a CTCSS tone other than 123 or 
91.5 Hz will usually be activating a cross linked system.  Since a 
DTMF keypad code is required to open a connection to a remote 
IRLP or Echolink node, operators should check to see where they will 
be transmitting – check the node details on the list at http://irlp.net 
before activating a node. 

Remember also that Repeater and Node owners are entitled to cut off 
anyone misusing their systems. 

NO AWARDS FOR 2005 RD CONTEST 
The WIA Board very much regrets to announce that it has 
abandoned attempts to determine the outcome of the 2005 
Remembrance Day Contest.  The results already announced 
are withdrawn and no certificates will be issued for the 2005 
Contest. 

The 2005 RD Contest Manager did not complete the results 
and data has been lost, and although the new RD Contest 
Manager, Peter Harding VK4OD, has tried very hard to 
recover the situation, it is now clear that it is impossible to 
reconstruct the contest sufficiently for the Board to confidently 
announce any results. 

The Board is acutely conscious of the fact that the RD Contest 
is the most supported of all the Australian contests and holds a 
very special position in the eyes of very many amateurs, and so 
has taken this action with the greatest reluctance. 

Changes to the 2006 contest will include a new secure site for 
electronically submitting contest logs, and the scoring will be 
greatly simplified. 

The WIA Board offers its sincere apologies to the many who 
participated in the 2005 Contest and hopes that all amateurs 
will again support the 2006 Contest. 

- from WIA news web site 
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A LEAD FREE WORLD? 
Last month saw the start of RoHS regulations across the European 
Union which bans the use of several materials commonly used in the 
production of electronic equipment.  The most important of these 
materials is lead (Pd), a major element of Tin-Lead solder.  Similar 
regulations will affect other countries such as USA and Japan, 
although no immediate plans have been made in Australia. 

Many alternative solders have been proposed, each with their pros 
and cons.  One common lead-free solder alloy is SnAu3.8Cu0.7 (or in 
layman’s terms 95.5% Tin / 3.8% Silver / 0.7% Copper) with a melt 
point of around 220C. 

The move to lead free solder has prompted massive changes in the 
industry.  New fluxes and cleaners had to be developed. Components 
leads had to change to plated or lead free tinned leads (some 
components are now only available in lead free form).  Circuit boards 
needed different surface treatments (such as Gold over Nickel 
plating) to promote solder wetting and long term reliability.  Plastic 
components, solder resists, and conformal coatings all need to handle 
higher temperatures. 

Is lead-free solder necessary? 

Introduction of RoHS has good intent and aims to curb the rapid 
increase in pollutants produced in manufacturing.  Electronic waste 
is rising by 5% per year, and production of one 2.5kg notebook PC 
produces 10 tonnes of indirect waste! 

However some industry analysts have commented that the shift to 
higher temperatures, with more aggressive fluxes and cleaners, will 
actually result in the production of more pollution and more green 
house gases than traditional manufacturing methods.  It seems that 
the well intentioned RoHS body may have shot itself in the foot in 
this area!  For instance manufacturing a lead-free product needs 5 
times more energy, produces 7 times as much Carbon Dioxide, and a 
huge increase in Sulphur Dioxide. 

They also claim that less than 0.5% of lead is used in solder and 
electronic components, having negligible effect on lead pollution 
levels in the environment – far less that your average car battery for 
instance (which hasn’t been banned yet!). 

An early concern about poor reliability of lead-free solder has given 
the Aviation, Space, Military, and Medical Implant industries an 
exemption for the time being.  Some other specialist applications 
(like computer servers and monitoring/ control equipment) are also 
exempt.  However even these are not totally immune from RoHS - 
many manufacturers are removing components containing lead from 
their product range in preference for lead-free varieties and these 
may not meet reliability requirements when used with lead solder. 

Other restricted materials: 

The other RoHS banned materials include Mercury, Chromium and 
Cadmium - all of which are used in switches, enclosure plating, 
NiCad batteries, plastics and paints, and will bring about their own 
manufacturing changes in electronic products. 

What about Australia? 

Australia is yet to make up its mind about RoHS and WEEE.  In the 
mean time we are likely to be a dumping ground for second rate 
products that can’t meet the European regulations. 

Local industry may be affected by diminishing availability of lead 
solder compatible components although most large local 
manufacturers have already moved to RoHS compliant products so 
that they can market overseas. 

Lead-free implications for the electronics hobbyist: 

As new products trickle onto the hobbyists work bench we will need 
to make a few changes.   

First we will have to get used to the different appearance of lead-free 
soldered joints.  No longer do they have that nice shiny finish with 
beautifully formed fillets – instead expect to see grainy blobs of pasty 
solder that look very much like dry joints but may actually be very 
good joints! (It may be time to buy a microscope to inspect joints for 
cracks). 

 
The bead of conventional leaded solder is smooth and shiny. 

 
The bead of lead-free solder appears frosty and mottled. 

Secondly, you’ll have to learn to identify lead-free boards before 
repairing them – using the wrong type of solder will reduce the long 
term reliability of any repaired joints.  And it will be essential to 
clean all the old solder from a joint before resoldering.  Some boards 
are identified by a special mark identifying the type of solder. 

 
SONY uses this Lead Free Symbol (LFS) to mark 
PCB’s manufactured with lead free solder. 

 

Lead-free identification symbols 
proposed by JEDEC and IPC: 

Thirdly, you’ll probably need a new soldering iron.  An 80 watt 
temperature controlled iron is recommended – not because it can get 
hotter but because it can maintain tip temperature more accurately 
during the soldering operation.  Turning up the temperature on a low 
powered iron is a no-no.  Most people will need to turn the 
temperature DOWN to around 310 C on their new irons (350 C is 
way too hot!). 

Finally, soldering technique may change – lead free solder doesn’t 
flow as easily as the old solders.  The pictures below show how 
conventional solder paste spreads along a copper track when heated 
in an oven, whereas the lead-free solder paste stays where it’s put.  
Special fluxes can help here but more effort may be required to tin 
PCB tracks and wires. 

 
Free flowing lead solder (left) & no-flow lead-free solder (right) 

Further info: 
Henkel Technologies Multicore solders www.goleadfree.com 

Terminology: 
RoHS - Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous 
Substances 

WEEE - Waste from Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment.  The WEEE symbol 
indicates the product should not placed in 
waste bins but should be recycled. 

 
Compiled by Mark Harrison, VK3BYY 

Photos from Henkel and Knowles Electronics. 

e1 e2
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WEB OF THE MONTH 
http://nerg.asn.au 

The North East Radio 
Group, Inc. 

Time to blow our own trumpet! 

This month’s web site is our own 
NERG web site.  It was set up by 
Greg VK3VT over 5 years ago and 
is now the best place to find news 
and information from the NERG. 

We get a surprising number of 
visitors each month as shown in the 
statistic below. 

Our front page may not be pretty or 
use all the latest encapsulated video 
and animation effects, but it does 
have a lot of information in it. 

The web site also hosts an email 
services for members, a “classifieds” 
online trading post, email 
discussion groups, and an archive 
with more than five years of NERG 
NEWS. 

Month 
(2006) 

Unique 
visitors 

Number 
of visits Pages Hits Bandwidth 

Jan 600 828 1723 3036 79.96 MB 

Feb 579 826 1558 3084 72.14 MB 

Mar 582 873 1999 3864 108.88 MB 

Apr 569 836 1622 3435 90.44 MB 

May 551 935 2364 5374 97.43 MB 

June 384 565 1587 3900 86.76 MB 

July 375 535 1165 3204 52.15 MB 
 

 
www.avant.com , AVANT NEWS  

Avant News is a satirical news service with a difference – 
unlike most news that reports events that happened in the past,  
Avant instead reports on news that may (or may not) happen 
in the future.  Here’s an example (note the date): 

Most Studies Find Nothing, Study Finds (Science) 
  By Ion Zwitter, Avant News Editor 
  Macon, Georgia, August 22, 2077 

The most comprehensive study of studies ever attempted has 
conclusively determined that few, if any, studies ever actually 
determine anything.  At least not conclusively.  The study, 
commissioned by the International Association of 
Disillusioned Researchers, examined over 52,000 studies 
conducted in a wide range of disciplines over the past 50 
years.  The study's conclusion, that virtually all studies are 
meaningless, would threaten to threaten the study industry 
itself were it not for the fact that the study, according to its 
own conclusions, is itself meaningless.  » Full story : 
www.avantnews.com/modules/news/article.php?storyid=259 
Other recent Avant stories include: 
·  Electricity Found to Cause Massive Brain Cell Loss 
·  Study Proves Universe Created By Committee 
·  Shoplifting Blamed for Federal Budget Deficit 
·  Microsoft Launches MS-Word Ultimate® With Poetry Checker 
·  Cloned Schrödinger's Cats to Flatten Future Tsunamis 

ACMA ALLOWS ULTRA-WIDEBAND 
The ACMA has broadened its licensing regime to include a 
number of new wideband technologies including anti-collision 
vehicle radar under the LIPD class licence. 

Ultra wideband short-range vehicle radar (UWB SRR) is a 
technology that enables the detection, location and tracking of the 
movements of persons and objects at distances up to 30 metres from 
the vehicle.  It is capable of precise detection that can enable features 
such as near collision avoidance (including blind spot detection and 
parking assistance), improved airbag activation and suspension 
systems that respond better to road conditions. 

UWB SRR systems are short range devices activated when vehicles 
are in operation.  Although they use bandwidths up to 5 GHz in 
width in the microwave spectrum (typically around 25 GHz) they 
operate at very low power levels and operational characteristics are 
such that they present little interference risk to each other, or to other 
users of the spectrum. 

A vehicle containing UWB SRR could be used nearly anywhere 
across Australia, except where exclusion zones have been established 
to alleviate concerns of potential interference to sensitive radio 
astronomy service stations operating in the same frequency band. 

[ Although exclusion zones of 3km around Parks and 10km around 
Narrabri radio telescopes are listed, it is not clear how vehicle 
owners will be prompted to turn off UWB SRR equipment in their 
vehicles, if indeed if they even know they have them! Ed.] 

‘ACMA is keen to facilitate the introduction of new technology, 
particularly in areas where there is a real community benefit, while 
respecting the rights of existing radio communications users,’ said 
Chris Chapman, ACMA Chairman. 

UWB SRR is considered a significant vehicle safety aid and has been 
in operation in the United States, Europe and the United Kingdom 
since 2005.  Currently limited to luxury car models due to its high 
cost, with increased demand and economies of scale, it is expected to 
become a future option on many more motor vehicles. 

LIPD Backgrounder: 

A class licence is a type of transmitter licence providing for services 
where a limited set of common frequencies are employed, and 
equipment is operated under a common set of conditions.  A class 
licence sets is not issued to an individual user, and does not involve 
the payment of licence fees. The licences are issued by ACMA. 

The LIPD Class Licence sets out the conditions under which many 
types of short range devices may operate. These transmitters do not 
require individual licences because of their low interference 
characteristics (examples include garage door openers, 
radiofrequency identification transmitters and personal alarms). 

Anti-collision vehicle radar systems are short range devices activated 
when vehicles are in operation.  Because they are mobile and not 
permanent to any particular location, licensing arrangements need to 
be flexible.  Class licensing is the preferred licensing approach.  
Class licensing is on a no interference/no protection basis with 
limitations to provide appropriate regulatory protection to frequency 
coordinated receivers such as radio astronomy or earth station 
receivers that may be licensed in the future in the same band. 

The specific change to LIPD regulations is as follows: 

Ultra wideband short range vehicle radar systems, 22-26.5 GHz, 
Maximum radiated average power density is 41.3 dBm/MHz EIRP, 
Maximum broadband radiated peak power density is 0 dBm/50 MHz 
EIRP; Must meet the requirements of ETSI 302 288 1 as it applies 
from time to time, Must not be operated within a nominated distance 
of a specified Australian radio astronomy site. 

A copy of the full LIPD regulations can be found via the ACMA class 
licence web page.  Look for ‘Radiocommunications (Low 
Interference Potential Devices) Class LicenceVariation 2006 (No. 1)’ 
at: 

www.acma.gov.au/ACMAINTER.131180:STANDARD::pc=PC_297 

- adapted from news posted on the ACMA web site August 2006 
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LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND 
The International Lighthouse and 
Lightship Weekend (ILLW) event runs 
from 10:01am Saturday 19th August to 
9:01am on the following Monday 
morning (AEST – our local time).  

This is NOT a contest – rather a friendly 
weekend where amateurs are encouraged 
to set up stations in or near lighthouses 
and lightships.  Contacts from light to 

light, and between lights and regular amateur stations are 
encouraged. 
The ILLW started as the Scottish Northern Lighthouses award 
weekend.  Over the past 7 years it has grown with over 380 
lighthouses in 51 countries participating.  The event is always held 
on the 3rd full weekend in August, and now coincides with 
International Lighthouse Day – when the International Association of 
Lighthouse Keepers hold their public open day. 

The objective of the event is to promote public awareness of 
lighthouses and lightships and their need for preservation and 
restoration.  Radio communications was an important part of light 
house duties, often being the only means of communications in 
remote locations, and an important service to ships at sea.  This event 
aims to promote amateur radio and to foster International goodwill. 

Since this is not a contest, there are no strict rules regarding modes, 
bands, and times of operation – use what works and is legal!  
Operators should enjoy themselves and have fun whilst making 
contact with as many stations as possible.  Please take time to work 
the weaker QRP stations and slower stations. 

Activity does not need to take place inside the light itself as many 
lighthouses are filled to capacity.  Portable or Field day stations set 
up next to the light provided they are AT or ADJACENT to the light  
(adjacent means next to or as close as possible in the field next door 
– not the 'line of sight' or 'within 1000m' rules for other ILLW 
events).  Permission MUST be obtained from any interested parties. 

ARLHS numbers may be used to identify the light you are working 
from.  Operation from faux or false lighthouses is discouraged as they 
are not within the spirit of the event. 

In the spirit of the event, operators should have a visible presence at 
or near lighthouses to maximise exposure of our hobby.  Consider 
inviting the local press and public.  Try to underline the obvious 
parallel between the international aspect in lighthouses, lightships 
and amateur radio. 

The event centres around 5 'Classic' band segments.  The centre 
frequency is reserved as a point of call if conditions deteriorate – 
otherwise it should not be used as a primary call channel.  
Frequencies are suggestions only and may not be legal in all 
countries.  160 meters may be worth a try. 

Lighthouse CW bands (recommended only): 
Band Segment Centre 
80m  3.510 -  3.540 kHz 3.521 +/-QRM 
40m  7.005 -  7.035 kHz 7.021 +/- 
20m  14.010 -  14.040 kHz 14.021 +/- 
15m  21.010 -  21.040 kHz 21.021 +/- 
10m  28.010 -  28.040 kHz 28.021 +/- 

Voice: 
80m  3.650 -  3.750 kHz 3.721 +/-QRM 
40m  7.040 -  7.100 kHz 7.051 +/- 
20m  14.125 -  14.275 kHz 14.221 +/- 
15m  21.150 -  21.250 kHz 21.221 +/- 
10m  28.300 -  28.400 kHz 28.351 +/- 

This is NOT a contest, so you can operate on any authorised 
frequency as per your licence. 

Participating CW stations should add ‘LT’ for lighthouse or ‘LS’ for 
lightship to their callsign, with voice stations adding 'LIGHT', 'LGT' , 
'LIGHTHOUSE' or 'LIGHTSHIP'.  Special event stations sometimes 
obtain a callsign with the letter L in the suffix to assist in 
identification during the event. 

So come and join us in the fun of the weekend, establish a station at 
a lighthouse, lightship or maritime beacon.  The more the merrier.  
Stations are requested to register online so that lights aren’t 
overbooked, and QSL information is available after the event. 

Kevin, VK2CE, can answer any questions, or see the web site 
for further information and a list of registered light stations: 
   http://illw.net 
Australian stations registered to date include: 

VK2ATZ /p  Norah Head, AUS-119  

VK2BV  Macquarie L'hse, Sydney, AUS-218  

VK2BV  Hornby Lighthouse, AUS-093  

VK2FRE  Crowdy Head, AUS-062  

VI2LH   Smoky Cape L'hse, AUS-149   

VK2TVZ /p  Warden Head, AUS-166  

VK3ANR /p  Eagles Nest/Split Point, AUS-154  

VK3EG  Point Hicks, E Gippsland, AUS-133  

VK3KLB /p  Greencape Lighthouse, AUS-085  

VI3LH  Cape Schanck, AUS-045  (EMDRC) 

VK3SOL  To be advised  

VK4BAR  Cleveland Point, AUS-130  

VK4GHL  Grassy Hill Light, Cooktown, AUS-083  

VK4WIM  Pine Islet, AUS-127  

VK4WIT  Cape Clevland, AUS-027  

VI5CJ  Cape Jaffa, AUS-033  

VK5PBZ  Boston Point, AUS-303  

Mike Dalrymple, the founder and organiser of this event, passed 
away 21 December 2005.  The ILLW is continuing in his memory. 

AIN’T GOT NO RHYTHM? 
When it came to learning to send Morse code, 
NERG member Dave VK3JMB was said to 
have no rhythm according to NERG President 
Greg VK3VT.  Consequently Dave stuck with 
his “J” call and worked his DXCC certificate 
on phone. 

However computer keyboards and the Standard licence have changed 
all that and NERG NEWS has it on reliable authority that Dave has 
hit the airways with a Morse keyboard.  He has now worked over 20 
contacts using the oldest digital mode around and is enjoying it 
immensely! 

SILENT KEY – TONY VK3AML 
It was sad to hear Vale Tony Sanderson (1945-2006), 
VK3AML, passed away suddenly and unexpectedly in June. 
Tony worked as an IT professional at CSIRO’s Minerals division for 
many years where they have fond memories of his unique humour 
and regarded him as a one-off, irreplaceable character that will be 
sorely missed by those who knew him. 

Tony had a keen interest in amateur radio from an early age.  Known 
as "The Branch", Tony was the 160 meters hub of crossband 
“missions as far back as the 1970’s.  His AM ‘mitter possessed an 
audio quality only rivalled by the ABC.  The ‘missions often 
discussed subjects frowned upon by Radio Inspectors of the time and 
so much of the discussion was disguised with nick names and 
abbreviated terms to avoid a knock on the door by the dreaded R.I. 

Fellow crossbander ‘the Stu’ (VK3ASE) says ‘Tony popularized the 
full duplex talkback style of communication in the early 1970's and 
together with his intellect and humour gave many people enjoyment 
and insights into topics they may not have ventured into otherwise.’ 

‘Missions were often recorded on tape and can still be heard being 
replayed late on Saturday nights (160m & 2m). Some are even 
available on the Internet at: 
www.bluehaze.com.au/mmedia/missions/branch_replays.html 

RIP Tony. 
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2006 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS 
AUGUST 
7-11th 13th IARU Region 3 Conference, Bangalore, India 
12-13th Remembrance Day Contest 
19-20th International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend (illw.net) 
20th Riverina Field Day, Murray High School, Kaitler’s Road 

Lavington, opens 10am.  www.tcrec.org 
SEPTEMBER 
10th Shepparton Hamfest and Hobby Display, St. Augustine's 

Hall, Orr St, Shepparton, www.sadarc.org 

OCTOBER 
21-22nd JOTA and JOTI 
29th Daylight savings starts Vic/NSW/SA/Tas, Local = UTC+11 
NOVEMBER  
5th Ballarat Amateur Radio Group 

hamfest,vk3axh@barg.org.au 
Confirm details closer to the posted date – some will change. 
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs. 

2006 ARDF CALENDAR 
Events come from the ARDF web site – please check for updates and 
further details at  www.ardf.org.au 
FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt. 
RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an 
orienteering event. 
Inter = International event. 
Type Date Event 
FoxHunt Fri, 18 August Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 3 Sept. Eureka Club & RadiO, maybe training 

event 
Inter Tue, 12 Sept. ARDF World Championships 

in Primorsko, Bulgaria till 17 Sept. 
FoxHunt Fri, 15 Sept. Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 1 Oct. Albert Park Sunday Special & RadiO 
RadiO Sun, 15 Oct. Emerald Sunday Special & RadiO 
FoxHunt Fri, 20 Oct. Foxhunt 
Other Sat, 21 Oct. JOTA 
Other Fri, 17 Nov. Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 19 Nov. Macedon, BK, OV Present., special teams. 
FoxHunt Fri, 15 Dec. Foxhunt
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STAMP 

NEXT MEETING:  
7:45pm Thursday 10 th August 2006 

Computers, Simulations, and the Boeing Aircraft com pany – Mark VK3XB 

2006 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD  TYPE) 

Aug 10 NERG Meeting – Annual General Meeting + Mark  VK3XB on Boeing Aircraft Simulations 
Aug 12-13 Remembrance Day Contest – NERG station VK3CNE at Briar Hill Hall  
Aug 19-20 International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend (illw.net) 
Aug 26 NERG ‘Christmas in August’ Dinner – detail i nside NERG News 
 
Sept 10 Shepparton Hamfest and Hobby Display, St. Augustine's Hall, Orr St, Shepparton, www.sadarc.org 
Sept 14 NERG Meeting – TBA 
 
Oct 12 NERG Meeting – TBA 
Oct 21-22 Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) and on the Internet (JOTI) 
Oct 29 Daylight savings starts Vic/NSW/SA/Tas, Local time = UTC+11hrs. 

The NERG Inc .   RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au 

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to 
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio.  It tries 
not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in the fun 
aspects of this fascinating hobby. 
Membership Fees (due each August): 
Full:  $30    Family:  $40    Concession:  $20  
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 
Committee 

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 
 David Aston VK3THY 
 Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 
 Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 
Repeaters  Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043 

Meetings  
2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Dec. & Jan.) 
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill 
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection)  Melway map ref 21-C3 

Classes 
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licences 

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbour ne) 

Club call - VK3CNE  http://www.qsl.net/vk3cne 
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out 
70cm rpt VK3RMH FM 433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out 
    IRLP node 6350,   EchoLink node 140587 
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts 50.295 MHz –Off air 
10m bec’n VK3RMH CW 20Watts 28.2565 MHz 
Packet Radio VK3CNE2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps 
VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. Occasionally 
home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater: 
2m VK3RSR FM 146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out 

NETS 

NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 – 9.30 
pm Thursdays). Please join the discussions.  NERGs often 
monitor this frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater. 
WEB Sites:  http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh 

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:  
 editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY 
 ph: 9435-3043 hm  
 post: 266 Nell Street West,  Watsonia, 3087 

 email:    

STAMP 


