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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL 
Meeting Thursday 6 April, 2006: 
The meeting will start out with the premier screening of Jack 
VK3WWW’s latest video taken at the Briar Hill ARISS night.  
Filled with nail bitting drama and crowds cheering at the 22nd 
question was answered – if you see any movie this year, see this 
one! 
We may also have a guest speaker, though he hasn’t been seen 
since the John Moyle Field Day – perhaps he’s still up on 
Mount Macedon waiting for a Morse contact on 23cm? 
Finally a word of warning - this is the April issue – don’t 
believe everything you read! 
Hope to see everyone at the meeting!  Visitors welcome. 
73, Mark Harrison, VK3BYY, NERG NEWS Editor 

The next regular monthly meeting is on Thursday 11th May 
starting 7:45pm at the Briar Hill Community Hall, 1 26 
Mountain View Rd, Briar Hill, Melways 21 C3. 

EARLY APRIL MEETING 
 

 
Please note the April NERG meeting 

has been brought forward a week  
to avoid Easter holidays 

Thursday 6th April 
 
 

DÈJÁ VU – RECENT MEETINGS 
March was a very busy month, starting with last months NERG 
meeting when we were fortunate to have the ear of Banyule 
Mayor Cr. Wayne Phillips to discuss the proposed “NERG” 
extensions to the Briar Hill Hall.  The Mayor was shown the 
drawing of the proposed extension that would give the NERG 
exclusive space to conduct training, day-to-day and emergency 
activities. 
He was able to see how the proposals would fit in with the 
existing building, and could even save the council from some 
expensive structural work that is otherwise required to halt a 
nasty lean in the main building.  Cr. Phillips showed an 
encouraging level of interest and will take the issue up with 
council. 
Other events include the ARISS contact, which was a great 
success, and another enjoyable John Moyle Field Day – more 
on these stories in this issue! 

THE GAINFULLY UNEMPLOYED GROUP 
The group met last month at the home of Carol and Dave 
VK3JMB.  Carol prepared the food for Dave to serve and what 
a great waiter Dave proved to be - not just a pretty face!  The 
home grown pumpkins in the soup tasted wonderful. The tea 
and coffee flowed.  Bread rolls, cold meats and salad followed. 
The conversation was full of insight and intellect, as well as 
being technical and topical, along with much humour.  Many 
problems of amateur radio and of the world were solved. Those 
present were Ernie, VK3FM; Gerhard VK3EWM; Greg 
VK3VT; John VK3ZRV; Giorgio VK3MKK. 
The next Meeting is at the home of Jim VK3KE and Marg 
VK3VOJ from 10am onwards.  Since the next meeting falls on 
the ANZAC Day holiday of Tuesday 25 April, NERG's who 
aren't Gainfully Employed may like to attend - please advise 
Jim or Marg on 9467 1253 before Tuesday 25th April. 
 Cheers and good DX, hi hi,    Jim VK3KE 
Listen out on the NERG chat channel on 146.575 MHz during 
the day for directions and DX updates. 

EMDRC WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 
SUNDAY 9 APRIL 

The Eastern and Mountain District Amateur Radio Club holds 
its annual WES on Sunday with the doors opening 10.30am and 
entry $6 per head. The venue is the Great Ryrie Primary 
School, Great Ryrie Street, Heathmont (Melway 49 K11). 
Always a good selection of new and pre-loved radio and 
electronic parts, antennas, cables, books, valves, hamburgers. 

MIDLAND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB'S 
'RADIO TRADE DAY & SWAP MEET' 

Sunday 23rd April.  St Mary's Hall cnr. Hargreaves and Lyttleton 
Streets, Castlemaine, opens 10am. 

Info: Bruce Lees VK3FFF ph: 0427 271071 
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CONTACT! 
BRIAR HILL STUDENTS TALK 

TO SPACE STATION ASTRONAUT 
Friday evening on March 31st saw the gathering of Briar Hill 
primary school students, siblings and parents, along with other 
interested dignitaries and others.  In all there were more than 
100 people present to witness the amateur radio contact 
between Astronaut Bill McArthur and teacher Natalie Will with 
her 22 students. 
Don Haslam, VK3KDT, has been the prime mover not only for 
this project, but also for gaining a permanent NERG home from 
the local council, which in turn sparked our involvement in 
ARISS and the local community.  Don has worked tirelessly on 
these projects and deserves our greatest gratitude! 
Don’s full report below explains just how the whole ARISS 
event evolved: 

 
Teacher Natalie Will assisting Don VK3KDT with 
 setting up for the ARISS contact 
Just how does a radio club get involved in participating in the 
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station programme? 
Well in our case it was initiated by one of our local Banyule 
City Councillors, Jenny Mulholland.    Our club, the North East 
Radio Group (the NERG) had the use of facilities at our local 
Army barracks until the tragedy of September 11, after which 
upgraded security at the barracks restricted civilian entry to the 
base, leaving us with no permanent home. 
Our approach to council for help was heeded by Jenny who saw 
the possibility of an Amateur Radio club providing much 
needed alternative interests for youth in the community, so with 
her help the NERG was provided with the permanent use of an 
excellent hall in an ideal hill top location.   In recompense the 
NERG was asked to work with local youth including our local 
schools, with ARISS being #1 priority.  To have Briar Hill 
Primary School students involved in ARISS became an obvious 
and well deserved choice as this School provided us with 
temporary accommodation and had a very open and broad 
approach to their student’s education, stemming from the 
school principal Ross Dudgeon and staff member Natalie Will. 
The NERG approached our Australian ARISS Coordinator 
Tony Hutchison VK5ZAI about June 2005 seeking 
participation in the ARISS programme.  We could not believe 
our good fortune when a contact with the ISS was offered for 
early March - we had anticipated a much longer wait.  Despite 
the early notification and short preparation period the expert 
guidance from our mentor Tony VK5ZAI made preparations 
run smoothly.   In fact the contact created quite a deal of 

interest and was reported in depth in our local newspapers.  It 
even made it onto the front cover complete with photo on one 
occasion. 
Then the news of a delay by a couple of weeks for our contact 
came.  This as it turned out was to our benefit as we had more 
time to complete school projects and to generally prepare.  We 
did not expect any more media attention as Melbourne, our 
capital city, only 20 odd kilometres away was in the midst of 
hosting the Commonwealth Games.  But to our surprise and 
through the hard work of our Publicity Officer John Kent 
VK3BIZ, Natalie Will the Briar Hill Teacher in charge of the 
event was interviewed on national news radio with the 
interview being replayed on several. This was followed by 
another radio interview on a local community radio station.  
Both interviews are a credit to Natalie and gave solid support to 
the ARISS teams efforts. 
The time had come for Tony to advise us of the re-scheduled 
contact.  It was to be on Friday March 31st at 8.02 pm local 
time - not our first choice but as it turned out, it was the best 
option.   With the date set, final preparations were set in 
motion.  Tony shipped to the NERG a very sturdy Telebridge 
unit for us to use and Natalie rehearsed the questions with the 
students along with assistance from NERG President Greg 
Williams VK3VT and NERG Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV.   
The children's excitement was obvious; we had 22 participants, 
all armed with questions for astronaut Bill McArthur. 
The NERG received the Telebridge and carried out several 
trials of the equipment to ensure all was in readiness.  With no 
problems and good planning this was going to be an easy laid 
back affair, all preparations and checks done ensured this. 
The allowable contact time was at maximum of only 8 minutes 
as Tony who was providing the radio link had only 15 degrees 
of elevation on this pass.  Pupils were warned of the short 
contact and accepted that only half of them might be able to ask 
their question. 

6:00pm Friday March 31:  The NERG crew and other 
Amateurs arrive at Briar Hill Primary school and start setting 
up the Telebridge, PA system and video equipment.  A final 
phone in from a mobile to test the Telebridge was carried out 
and all was well with the PA system and recording gear.  We 
are confident all the audience will hear the contact, no worries! 

7.15pm: The assembly room is full of excited children and 
expectant parents as well as the Banyule City Mayor, State 
Government representatives and other visitors.  In all we had 
about 30 children and at least 70 adults all eager to hear the 
contact. 

 
Natalie about to hand the mic over to the next student to ask 

Bill KC5ACR aboard the ISS another question. 
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7.30pm:  The much awaited call comes into the Telebridge; we 
answer the phone but cannot hear anyone talking.  Not a 
problem as Tony had provided clear instructions on how best 
adjust both microphone and loudspeaker volume.   All normal 
adjustments made but still no useable audio.  Murphy's law had 
struck once again.  For the next 20 minutes we had electronic 
experts Grant VK3HFS, Mark VK3BYY and John VK3ZRV 
all working frantically to resolve the problem. 
Finally at about 6 minutes prior to the scheduled contact time 
we are able to obtain enough audio to be heard in the room - 
not the best, but sufficient to avert disaster. 

7.55pm approx.  The formal contact begins with the ARISS 
ground crew and to our relief the audio improves slightly.  The 
room quietens and all listen intently to what is being spoken. 

8.02pm:   Right on cue Tony VK5ZAI calls up NA1SS aboard 
the ISS and a great sigh of relief is heard by all assembled in 
the hall - Bill NA1SS can be heard loud and clear! 
After a very brief introduction from Tony we are up and away, 
Sam leading off with the first question.  Bill's reply was 
immediate and clearly audible. 
The each student asked their question in turn and listened to 
Bill's reply, and to our amazement and gratitude to Bill's 
timing, we actually managed to have all 22 questions asked and 
answered. 

8.12pm:  Acknowledgements were made to all in the ARISS 
team and especially Tony for yet once again providing an 
excellent contact.  A huge round of applause fills the room and 
thankyous are offered to all who made it possible. 

8.20pm:  The night culminates with John VK3ZRV presenting 
a very nice "Certificate of Participation" to each pupil as a 
memento of their special night.  A light supper followed, with 
lots of chatter between the still excited children and adults.  
One of the students receives a phone call from an aunt in 
England saying the contact was heard loud and clear over the 
Internet. 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Astronaut Bill 
McArthur on board the ISS, Natalie from Briar Hill Primary 
School, all the hard working people in ARISS, to Tony 
VK5ZAI in South Australia at his amateur radio “ground 
station”, Greg VK3VT, John VK3ZRV, Mark VK3BYY, John 
VK3BIZ, David VK3THY, Grant VK3HFS, Jack VK3WWW, 
and to all the others who made the night one that the children 
will always remember. 
Don Haslam, VK3KDT 

ISS DOWNLINK FREQUENCY 
From PY4MAB – March 27, 2006,  ISS Amateur Radio 

Recently we had the wonderful "SuitSat" project that spurred the 
interest of many young minds.  The frequency of 145.990 MHz is in 
the satellite sub-band (145.800-146.000 MHz) of 2 metres as 
indicated by the ARRL (and the WIA) in their well publicized band 
plan.  Many interlopers find their way into this normally clear portion 
of 2 meters unknowingly, causing headaches to those that were 
straining to hear SuitSat.  Even using nearby frequencies can cause 
problems when the super ears are listening for the birds.  Also, 
145.800 MHz the ISS downlink, is in this same sub band and is being 
used in many metro areas for chit-chat and other experiments. 
We must remind each other that the band plan was put in place to 
assist us in utilizing the spectrum effectively.  Those that just hear 
nothing and start a QSO should be reminded about how wide their 
signal is and that they can cause unintentional interference to other 
hams trying to make contact with the satellites.  There may not be a 
satellite signal every minute of the day in these sub bands but when 
there is, terrestrial stations won’t always hear them unless they have 
big ears like someone with an OSCAR calibre setup. 
Point these sub bands out to all at your next club meeting. 

NEW RECORDS SET FROM ISS 
Bill McArthur KC5ACR/ NA1SS now holds the record as the most 
active amateur aboard ISS, with more than 1755 contacts to date.  He 
also earned his DXCC, Worked All Countries (on VHF and UHF) and 
Worked All States (of US) awards from space.  Obviously location 
helps! 

Expedition 12 sets another record, having performed 36 ARISS 
school contacts – more than any previous mission.  Bill has done 35 
and Valery has done 1.  There are a couple more contacts to make 
before leaving ISS, making a total of 235 ARISS school contacts to 
date. 

Bill has been very active on 2m and 70cm, continuing to shatter 
operating records.  The ARRL QSL bureau that handles the ISS cards 
reports that Bill now has 49 out of 50 US states confirmed.  The last 
card needed is WY.  The card is in transit but had not arrived at the 
ARRL as of March 30.  Once this card arrives, ARRL can certify that 
Bill worked all 50 states and will begin the paper work to award an 
honorary WAS (Worked All States) certificate.   
    (News from AMSAT and ARRL) 

HERE YESTERDAY, GONE TODAY 
- DISAPPEARING RADIO TOWER 

A longstanding landmark of Melbourne’s skyline disappeared last 
week.  It’s no longer visible from most of Melbourne’s higher 
suburbs.   

The tower at the Watsonia Army Barracks (now Simpson Barracks) 
had thus always been there.  It was possibly put up in the late 1950’s 
to early 60’s.  I lived virtually underneath it in my younger years, and 
found it a faithful landmark to find my way home. 

A few decades ago the top half of the tower was removed, along with 
it flashing red aircraft warning light, two large microwave dishes 
pointing West, and what looked like a low band quarter-wave antenna 
(it may have even been HF – hard to judge when it‘s that high up!).  
Apparently the full sized tower was too much of a risk to helicopters 
and was taller than required by the newer technology. 

In latter years it supported a very insignificant looking dish and not 
much else (possibly a little over designed for the purpose!). 

Mark VK3BYY 

BLANK SCREEN IN PENRITH 

It came both as a surprise and a shock to learn recently that Australia’s 
last remaining manufacturer of TV sets is closing its doors.  A surprise 
because I didn’t know we still made televisions in Australia, and a 
shock to hear of their demise. 

 
 Panasonic’s Integrated Digital flat screen TV, produced in Penrith, 

Sydney, until the factory closed last month. 

The Panasonic AVC Network’s factory in Penrith, Sydney, was an 
international standard facility, capable of designing, developing, 
tooling, and manufacturing televisions from bare circuit boards to 
finished units.  With a 30-year history, and employing over 160 
people, the plant produced TV sets for both Australian and New 
Zealand markets, including flat screen and integrated digital TV 
models, and digital set-top boxes.  The plant produced 130,000 
televisions per year at its peak during the 90’s. 

Panasonic says the decision to close the factory is due to the rapid 
move to plasma and LCD technologies.  The company is also closing 
production of Cathode Ray Tubes at its German and US factories.  
New technology TV manufacturing will move to China and Asia.  
Panasonic AVC Networks plans to retain an R&D centre in Australia. 
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THE NERG JOHN MOYLE STATION 
The NERG once again enjoyed a great John Moyle Field Day 
weekend contest, operating the club call VK3CNE from the Northern 
end of Mount Macedon.  Our station was on the second peak at the far 
end of Lions Head Road (about 50KM N/E of Melbourne, Lat:  37° 
22’ 6”S;   Long: 144° 36’ 42”E;   Maidenhead Grid: QF22HP). 

The club entered the 24-hour, multi-operator, all-band, all-mode 
category and did it’s best to use all bands from 80m to 23cm.  Voice 
modes used SSB and FM, with a couple of “CW” contacts (actually 
PSK, but they fall in the CW category). 

Propagation was fairly ordinary, with the best contacts on 6m to 
VK5BP (near Adelaide, 603km), and VK5AR (near Adelaide, 609km) 
on 2m. The only VK2 on VHF was VK2KRR (Wagga Wagga, 
317km).  

This year we used a great John Moyle field day logging program 
named VKCL for the busy 80m, 2m, and 23cm bands.  VKCL is 
developed by Mike VK3AVV at web.aanet.com.au/mnds .  It also 
suits most international contests and the rarer VK contests. 

Because the other bands were recorded on paper, and because he’s 
been a tad busy with other things, the log keeper it still busy 
decrypting those logs and measuring points on maps with bits of string 
to calculate the final score – more on the outcome next month! 

 
The team consisted of Greg VK3VT, John VK3ZRV; Ernie VK3FM, 
Kimberly VK3FHQT, Ewen VK3OW;  Mark VK3BYY;  Mark 
VK3XB, Don VK3KDT; Peter VK3DU and Stephen VK3SN (with 
sub-harmonics), Mat VK3HFI, Nick, and other visitors. 

Several NERG members including VK3JMB and VK3KE supported 
the event by contacting VK3CNE and other stations on a regular 
basis. 

All meals were provided by Chef-Extraordinar Greg, VK3VT, who 
can whip up a tasty and filling meal even under contest conditions! 

 

Kimberly VK3FHQT working the 2m station. 

Planning and Operations: 
Several NERGs made the trip to the Mountain on Friday and had the 
main tower, camper-trailer, and caravan setup by nightfall.  The rest of 
the team made their way through the fog on Saturday morning and had 
most bands up and running by the start of the contest.  Initially there 
wasn't much activity around as most other field day stations were also 
busy setting up or still driving to their location. With the three hour 
blocks most of the VHF/UHF activity takes place in the last hour of 
the first block, so the first few hours can be used to introduce 
newcomers to contesting (and for seasoned contesters to figure our 
computer logging!). Shelter: large tent, camper van, caravan. 

 

One of the portable towers - this one with 70cm and 23cm beams, 
and a dual band vertical on top 

Masts: Two (2!) trailer mounted crank-up 60 metre Nally towers with 
rotators, and various Hills Telemasts and timber masts.  Several trees 
were put to good use holding up the ends of wire antennas. 

Antennas:  Dipole (80m), G5RV (40m), TH3-jr (20/15/10m), 3-el 
Yagi (6m), Vertical J-pole (6m), long Yagi (2m), twin 12-el Yagi 
(70cm), Dual band vertical (2m/70cm), Dual loop yagi's (23cm). 

Radios:  Various including various ICOM 706 Mk-IIG, Kenwood TS-
2000, Yaesu Dual band FM, more 706’s, and various others. 

Power: Two generators + a spare; SLA batteries and 13.8V supplies. 

Misc: Cables, more cables, adapters; Porta-potty, fire fighting gear. 

Operators: It was great to see a few new faces this year - Kimberly 
has just gained her foundation licence as VK3FHQT and ran the 2 
meter station like a seasoned contester.  Mat (VK3HFI) and Nick (yet 
to sit licence) had a go at several bands and made some good contacts. 

Weather: Cool overnight with mist and fog rising mid-morning with 
light clouds and warm temperatures for the remainder of the day; still 
to light winds; Milky Way occasionally visible between the clouds! 

SPARE TV CHANNELS UP FOR GRABS? 
The ACMA is seeking comments on future uses for two spare UHF 
TV channels.  Apparently two or more 7MHz wide TV channels are 
available in most areas of Australia and are not required for planned 
analog or digital TV services.  A discussion paper seeks comments on 
possible uses for the spare channels including the following 
suggestions: 

- Data casting (free to air or subscription broadcast of data such as 
news, weather, information, digital audio, or shopping channels). 

- Narrowcasting (small area, special interest group, limited period or 
special event broadcasters). 

- Subscription TV channels. 

- Mobile TV, using newer digital transmission modes. 

- Interactive Television (with an “up-load” facility). 

The channels up for offer in Melbourne include high power TV 
channels 32 & 35, and low power “repeater” channels 66 & 67 (or 53 
where 66 is already in use). 

Comments must be lodged with the ACMA by 26 April, 2006. 
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DIGITAL RADIO HERE BY 2009 
Digital radio broadcast services will commence in Australia by 2009, 
the Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the 
Arts, Senator Helen Coonan, announced today.  The Minister said “I 
am pleased to announce the next steps in the implementation process 
which will result in services commencing in the six state capital cities 
by 1 January 2009.” 

Digital radio will offer consumers more choice, better sound quality 
and innovative new services. 

DCITA, 029/06, 4 April 2006 

DIGITAL RADIO TRIALS IN THE AM BAND 
The Australian Communications and Media Authority has 
released updated policy guidelines for digital radio trials using 
the broadcasting services bands.   In particular the scope of the 
guidelines will include the Medium Frequency AM broadcast 
band and set out a broader range of factors ACMA will take 
into account in considering whether to approve digital radio 
trials. 
In a related decision, Mr Chapman announced that ACMA has 
decided to make spectrum available in the MF AM band on 
1386 kHz in the Wollongong region for a digital radio trial. 
TJH Systems, a broadcasting engineering consultancy firm, will 
operate a trial of digital radio technology using Digital Radio 
Mondiale (DRM) for a period of six months from 1 April 2006. 
It is the Government’s view that technical trials of digital radio 
technologies including DRM need to be undertaken to 
determine which technologies or combination of technologies 
will best serve people living in regional and remote Australia. 
DRM is better suited than most other digital radio technologies 
at covering wide areas due to its ability to use the MF Band. 

ACMA News, 4 April 2006, MR 37/2006 

ACMA DIGITAL RADIO TRIAL REPORTS 
ACMA has already been provided with some very useful 
information and data as a result of some current digital radio 
trials in both Sydney and Melbourne. In Sydney, Commercial 
Radio Australia has conducted an investigation into the 
comparative signal strength inside and outside different types 
of buildings. Two key findings are that brick and wood 
dwellings have the lowest signal losses while shopping centres 
have the highest. Also, apparently, there is little difference 
between L band and VHF band III penetration for steel and 
concrete structures. This kind of empirical data is invaluable if 
ACMA is to add value to long running discussions about the 
respective merits and use of L band and VHF band III for 
Eureka coverage. 
In Melbourne, Broadcast Australia is currently trialling the 
Eureka 147 system and wants to trial a system incorporating 
AAC+ coding and its variants. The use of AAC+ coding is of 
particular relevance to Australia, given that the government has 
indicated it will give radio broadcasters 128 kilobits per second 
for Eureka 147. Currently with 128 kbps, Eureka 147 can 
deliver FM-like quality. If the AAC or its variant the AAC+ 
codec is used for Eureka 147, the implication is that near-CD 
quality could be achieved with around 64 kbps. This means 
broadcasters would obtain at least equivalent benefit from 128 
kbps as they current obtain from over 200 kbps. 

FRIDAY NIGHT HUNTS 
The next Friday night mobile fox hunt is on Friday 24th March 
and will be run by the VK3VT team.  For more news see: 
  http://www.melbfox.com/ 
and: 

 http://lists.id.oz.au/wws/info/melb-fox 

MOORABBIN DISTRICT RADIO CLUB HAMFEST 
Saturday 13th May, Brentwood Secondary College, Watsons 
Rd, Glen Waverley. Doors open 10am.  Inquiries: 
vk3gl@aanet.com.au 

2006 AMATEUR RADIO EVENTS 
APRIL  
All Special event station SP0TPAX celebrating the first contact 

with a ham station outside Poland in 1925. 
2nd Daylight savings ends - revert to UTC+10 hours 
7-9th WICEN support for OXFAM trail walker event held in 

the Yarra Ranges. 
08  EU Sprint,  CW 
9th Eastern & Mountain District Radio Club White Elephant 
08-09  Japan International contest, CW 
15  EU Sprint,  SSB 
15  ES open HF Championship, MIX 
15  The Holyland DX Contest, MIX 
15-16  YU DX Contest, CW 
18th World Amateur Radio Day - Held on the founding day of 

the IARU in 1925. This year’s theme: "Amateur Radio: A 
gateway to information and communications technologies 
for today's youth". 

22nd International Marconi Day 
23rd WICEN comms support for the Mad Bike Ride. 
23 Midland Amateur Radio Club's 'Radio Trade Day & Swap 

Meet'.  St Mary's Hall cnr Hargreaves and Lyttleton Streets, 
Castlemaine, opens 10am. 
Info: Bruce Lees VK3FFF 0427 271071. 

22-23  SP DX RTTY Contest, RTTY 
22-23  DX Colombia International Contest, MIX 
29-30  Helvetia Contest, MIX 
MAY  
13 Moorabbin District Radio Club Hamfest 

Brentwood Secondary College, Watsons Rd, Glen 
Waverley. Doors open 10am. 
Inquiries: vk3gl@aanet.com.au 

13th VK/Trans-Tasman Contest 80m Phone, Further information 
– vktasman @ hotmail.com 

27th VK/Trans-Tasman Contest 80m CW - 27th  (as above) 
28th WICEN - Eildon motorbike Nav Rally 
JUNE 
10-11th ANARTS W/W RTTY Contest 
JULY  
6-7th Marconi Centenary of first wireless transmission 

Geelong Amateur Radio Club setting up a station at 
Queenscliff and North West Tasmania Amateur Radio 
Interest Group setup Western Devonport Maritime Museum. 

8th VK/Trans-Tasman Contest 160m Phone 
8-9th GippsTech 2006 - A premier technical conference for radio 

amateurs with a focus on VHF, UHF and Microwave topics. 
www.qsl.net/vk3bez 

22nd VK/Trans-Tasman Contest 160m CW 
22nd Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club Hamfest, 

Cranbourne Public Hall, Cranbourne, Melway map 133 K4 

AUGUST 
7-11th 13th IARU Region 3 Conference, Bangalore, India 
12-/13th Remembrance Day Contest 
19-20th International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend (illw.net) 
OCTOBER 
21-22nd JOTA and JOTI 
29th Daylight savings starts in Vic/NSW/SA/Tas 

Local time = UTC+11 hours. 
NOVEMBER  
5th Ballarat Amateur Radio Group Hamfest 

Ian McDonald VK3AXH vk3axh@barg.org.au 
Confirm details closer to the posted date – some will change. 
Gathered from AR Vic, WIA, ARRL and various clubs. 
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MEXICAN MIDNIGHT SOUP 
(Mexikanische Mitternachtsuppe) 

As designed by Gerhard VK3EWM, and approved of by the 
NERG Tuesday morning group. 

 
250g minced steak 
25g margarine 
125g salami 
1 large Onion 

2 cloves Garlic 
3 teaspoons Tomato Paste 
250g Green Pepper 
1 tin Kidney Beans 
(475g)* 
½ litre Water 
¼ litre Red Wine 
2 cubes Maggi Beefstock 
 Salt 
 Sugar 
 Chilli powder 
 Sweet Paprika powder 

Brown the meat, cut sausage into slices, cut onions coarsely, 
cut Garlic in half or crush with garlic press.  Add to the meat 
including the tomato paste.  Clean out green peppers and cut 
into strips and add to the “mixture”. 
Rinse beans, add water, red wine, and stock cubes. 
Leave to boil for 5 minutes.  Finally add salt, sugar, chilli 
powder and sweet paprika. 

Bon Appetite ! 
* for 1 tin of kidney beans, I’ll get a packet of kidney 
beans and soak them overnight and boil them the next day. 

BSP - BROADBAND OVER SEWER PIPE 
In yet another breakthrough for delivering broadband internet to the 
home, which started with phone lines, then power lines, and most 
recently gas pipes, another medium has just been discovered. 

Traditional methods for delivering internet services are good at 
delivering high speed data to the home, but are notoriously slow at 
uploading data back to the internet. 

Engineers looking for a means of feeding data out of the house more 
quickly realised that sewer pipes are the only service that leaves a 
premises, and were worth considering as a high speed pipe out to the 
internet.  What’s more, the new method can be rolled out quickly and 
cheaply as every home already has pipes in place. 

The Internet standards organisation, meeting in Brussels, has assigned 
typically French names to the new IP protocol for routing data over 
sewer pipes.  It will be known as Protocol Open Outgoing. 

Data will be transmitted via ultrasonic sound carried through whatever 
media is available in the pipe at the time, whether it be solid, liquid or 
gaseous.  The new Frequency Amplitude Narrowband (FAN) 
modulation method will be used. 

There are concerns in some quarters that the protocol and modulation 
methods could be incompatible.  If they are right, a collision between 
data packets going down the pipe could cause the P.O.O. to hit the 
F.A.N., causing the whole smelly mess to go down the drain. 

Proponents of the scheme say BSP will be ideal for delivering 
pornography and online gambling services as they are accustomed to 
being found in the sewer and should remain there. 

MIND CONTROL 
NERG NEWS would like to bring to everyone’s attention the 
real reason behind the governments mandatory phasing out of 
analog television and introduction of digital TV.  As we know, 
DTV offers very few advantages over Analog.  The programs 
are all the same, and the digital clock changes from daylight 
savings on the wrong weekend.  In fact it is extremely poor 
economics to allocate two 7MHz channels to every TV station, 
not to mention the costs involved in maintaining two 
transmitters and antenna systems by each station. 
So why is the government so keen on DTV?  NERG NEWS thinks it’s 
found the answer.  Careful analysis of the frequencies chosen for the 
new digital channels show a disturbing correlation with Russian and 
US research done in the early 1970’s.  This research is well 
documented [1] and involved the application of electromagnetic 
impulses on neural cells.  Stanley Kubrick, known to be privy to many 
state secrets, even hinted at these experiments in scenes of his movie 
“A Clockwork Orange”. 

Although the early experiments were effective, high power pulse 
transmissions were difficult to disguise during the analog era.  The 
pulsatile Radar signals could be used to mask transmissions but were 
to directional for bulk control of neurons. 

Imagine the governments delight when digital television became a 
reality – neural control signals could be perfectly disguised within 
broadband, high power, digital TV transmissions. 

In fact recent measurements of DTV broadcasts with a spectrum 
analyser indicate a recent rise in energy around the required 
frequencies.  The author’s measurements correlate this rise with the 
holding of the Commonwealth Games.  Rumours circulating the 
internet about digital mind control now make sense – why else would 
millions of Melbournians stay glued to the television to watch endless 
adverts featuring scantily clad young bodies?  The official games 
broadcaster was even brash enough to admit that they are “The One”. 

Several groups have proposed methods to protect against mind 
control.  The simplest of these is the Alfoil Beanie (reference [2]). 

One should be careful however as the wrong protection measure could 
actually lead to heightened sensitivity to DTV transmissions.  
Researchers investigated the efficacy of three aluminium beanies 
using a $250,000 network analyser, and found that although on 
average all helmets attenuate invasive radio frequencies in either 
directions (either emanating from an outside source, or emanating 
from the cranium of the subject), certain frequencies are in fact greatly 
amplified [3]. These amplified frequencies coincide with radio bands 
reserved for government use according to the ACMA. They theorise 
that the government may in fact have started the helmet craze for this 
reason, and is also the reason for the government’s enthusiasm for 
Digital television. 

Reference:  

[1] Google search on “ELF mind control” 

[2] “Aluminium Foil Deflector Beanie” http://zapatopi.net/afdb/ 
[3] ‘On the Effectiveness of Aluminium Foil Helmets: An Empirical 
Study’, A Rahimi, B Recht, J Taylor, N Vawter, 17 Feb 2005 
     http://people.csail.mit.edu/rahimi/helmet/ 
IMPORTANT:  This e-mail remains the property of the Australian 
Defence Organisation and is subject to the jurisdiction of section 70 of 
the Crimes Act 1914. If you have received this e-mail in error, you are 
requested to contact the sender and delete the e-mail. 

TIME WARP 
Now that daylight savings has finished we can set our clocks 
back to GMT+10 hours.  But beware – many northern countries 
have switched to their summer daylight savings time and will 
have turned the clock an hour forward, producing a time warp 
of two hours between us in the South and them in the North! 
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2006 ARDF CALENDAR 
Events come from the ARDF web site – please check for updates and 
further details at  www.ardf.org.au 

FoxHunt = Friday night or weekend daylight mobile hunt. 

RadiO = a simplified direction finding competition usually held at an 
orienteering event. 

Inter means International event. 

Type Date Event 
Inter Fri, 7 April 2006 US ARDF Championships 
Other Sun, 9 April EMDRC White Elephant 
FoxHunt Sat, 15 April Urunga Convention and Foxhunts 
FoxHunt Sun, 16 April Urunga Convention and Foxhunts 
FoxHunt Fri, 21 April Foxhunt 
FoxHunt Sat, 6 May Foxhunting Victorian Championships 
RadiO Sun, 14 May RadiO & Mothers Day Special, 

 St Helena 
FoxHunt Fri, 19 May Foxhunt 
FoxHunt Sat, 10 June Mt Gambier Convention 
FoxHunt Fri, 16 June Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 25 June RadiO & Tooroorong Sunday Special 

Other Sat, 8 July Gippstech 
RadiO Sun, 16 July Birrarung Park Special & RadiO 
FoxHunt Fri, 21 July Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 6 August Eureka Club & RadiO 
FoxHunt Fri, 18 August Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 3 Sept. Eureka Club & RadiO 

- an optional low-key training event. 
Inter Tue, 12 Sept. ARDF World Championships 

in Primorsko, Bulgaria till 17 Sept. 
FoxHunt Fri, 15 Sept. Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 1 Oct. Albert Park Sunday Special & RadiO 
RadiO Sun, 15 Oct. Emerald Sunday Special & RadiO 
FoxHunt Fri, 20 Oct. Foxhunt 
Other Sat, 21 Oct. JOTA 
Other Fri, 17 Nov. Foxhunt 
RadiO Sun, 19 Nov. Macedon, BK, OV Presentations, with 

special teams event. 
FoxHunt Fri, 15 Dec. Foxhunt 
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STAMP 

NEXT MEETING:  
7:45pm Thursday 6 th APRIL 2006 

Premier DVD screening of NERG/ARISS ISS contact wit h Briar Hill P.S. 

2006 CALENDAR (NERG ACTIVITIES IN BOLD  TYPE) 
All March Special event callsigns AX3GAMES & AX3MCG for Melbourne Commonwealth Games 

All VKs may use the AX prefix during March. 

Apr 6 NERG Meeting – NOTE: One week earlier than us ual !!! 
Apr 9 EMDRC White Elephant Sale 
Apr 15/16 FoxHunt, Urunga Convention and Foxhunts 
Apr 21 Friday night FoxHunt 
Apr 23 Midland Amateur Radio Club's 'Radio Trade Day & Swap Meet'.  St Mary's Hall cnr Hargreaves and 

Lyttleton Streets, Castlemaine, opens 10am. Info: Bruce Lees VK3FFF ph 0427 271071. 
May 6 Foxhunting Victorian Championships 
May 11 NERG Meeting –  TBA 
May 13 Moorabbin District Radio Club Hamfest,  Brentwood Secondary College, Watsons Rd, 

Glen Waverley. Doors open 10am.  Inquiries: vk3gl@aanet.com.au 
May 14 RadiO transmitter hunt & Mothers Day Special orienteering event, St Helena 
June 8 NERG Meeting – TBA  

The NERG Inc .   RegNo A0006776V http://nerg.asn.au 

The North Eastern Radio Group, Inc. is an amateur radio club devoted to 
encouraging members and others to enjoy the hobby of amateur radio.  It 
tries not to hang on ceremony and endless reporting but rather participate in 
the fun aspects of this fascinating hobby. 
Membership Fees (due each August): 
Full:  $30    Family:  $40    Concession:  $20  
Send to: NERG Treasurer, PO box 270, Greensborough, Vic., 3088 
Committee 

President Greg Williams VK3VT 9432 0563 
Secretary John Weir VK3ZRV 9431 0667 
Treasurer Marg Baxter VK3VOJ 9467 1253 
Committee Betsy King VK3HBK 
 David Aston VK3THY 
 Peter Cosway VK3DU 9379 3626 
 Don Haslam VK3KDT 0409 024 597 
Repeaters  Mark Harrison VK3BYY 9435 3043 

Meetings  
2nd Thursday of each month at 7.45 PM (excepting Dec. & Jan.) 
Briar Hill Community Hall, 126 Mountain View Road, Briar Hill 
(Near Sherbourne Road intersection)  Melway map ref 21-C3 

Classes 
NERG occasionally runs classes and exams for Amateur licenses 

Callsigns and Repeaters (25km North East of Melbour ne) 

Club call - VK3CNE  http://www.qsl.net/vk3cne 
6m rpt VK3RMH FM 52.550 MHz in 53.550 MHz out 
70cm rpt VK3RMH FM 433.325 MHz in 438.325 MHz out 
    IRLP node 6350,   EchoLink node 140587 
6m beacon VK3RMH CW 10 Watts 50.295 MHz –Off air 
10m bec’n VK3RMH CW 20Watts 28.2565 MHz 
Packet Radio VK3CNE2m 144.700 MHz, 1200 bps 
VK3CNE-1 for mail etc; VK3CNE-7 for the DX Cluster. 
Occasionally home to the Scout Radio & Electronics Group repeater: 
2m VK3RSR FM 146.375 MHz in 146.975 MHz out 

NETS 

NERG NETS run on 146.575 MHz FM Simplex (8.30 – 9.30 
pm Thursdays). Please join the discussions.  NERGs often 
monitor this frequency and the 70cm VK3RMH repeater. 
WEB Sites:  http://nerg.asn.au and http://www.qsl.net/vk3rmh 

NERG NEWS submissions and comments invited:  
 editor: Mark Harrison VK3BYY 
 ph: 9435-3043 hm  
 post: 266 Nell Street West,  Watsonia, 3087 

 email:    


